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WHY ATTEND CHURCH – A UNIQUE PERSPECTIVE
By Rev. Peter Speckhard -- St. Paul Lutheran Church– Munster, Indiana
Take two minutes to read. – Al Koschmann
The New Testament tells Christians not to stop meeting together. Apparently some of the earliest Christians
had already begun skipping regular worship under the mistaken impression that “going to church” didn’t matter
for them as long as they had faith. But that misses most of the point about attendance. The key word is
“together,” which means that you not only benefit from the presence of other people as you sing, pray, and hear
the Word, but your presence also benefits them.
So when you decide to skip church, you aren’t only deciding for yourself that you can do without Word and
Sacrament ministry and the mutual consolation of the brethren. You’re also unilaterally declaring that everyone
else can do just fine without you there. And you are wrong.
The indelible impression on young minds of seeing widows and newlyweds, trouble-makers and respectable
folk, black and white, rich and poor, young and old all singing and praying together can never happen if most of
those people don’t show up.
When you stay home because your toddler is such a hassle, you aren’t only making your morning more
manageable. You’re also declaring that the 90 year old who sometimes sits behind you shall not have your
toddler to smile at and thereby have his faith in the future of God’s promises reinforced.
When you as a twenty-something stay home from church because Sunday is the day you sleep in and you don’t
feel like you get much out of church anyway because you already learned it all in Sunday school, you’re not
only getting extra sleep for yourself. You’re also depriving some other twenty-something visitor who never did
learn it all in Sunday school and who is nervous and uncomfortable
in church of the assurance your presence might have given that this
INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
strange place is a place for them, too.
When you as a middle-aged man skip church, you’re not only
(mistakenly) reasoning that you have more important places to be,
but you are robbing some fatherless teenage boy whose mom made
him go to church that morning of the example your presence in
worship might have given.
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When you stay home because you’re too embarrassed to use the
wheelchair, you are robbing your church family of the comfort of
seeing that growing old gracefully is possible, and that should the
day ever come from them to be a wheelchair, their church would
welcome them as it welcomes you.

Music Director Notes

3

GCAY

4

From the Principal, Stewardship,
and Stephen Ministry

5

SCRIP and LWML

6

Celebrations and Other
Announcements

7

Worship Schedule

9

No matter who you are or what your situation is, when it says in
Hebrews not to stop meeting together, God isn’t just telling you that
you will be blessed if you go to church. He is telling you that you
are a blessing to the others there whether you know it or not. Don’t
selfishly rob everyone else of the blessing God wants to give them
through your voice, your problems, your prayers, and your presence
with them in worship.
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SAND BOX AND SO MUCH MORE!
What an exciting Saturday I have had! I came by church early this
morning and was greeted by a couple of school parents preparing for a
workday to fill our sand box in the school playground. I was greeted with
an enthusiastic “it’s time to put in some sweat equity.”
I smiled as I remembered it wasn’t that long ago when our beautiful
playground was just a big dirt/mud eye sore and the beautiful
transformation that has been made, and continues with constant
improvements, upgrades, and a whole lot of
“sweat equity” from many church members
and school families.

Board of Church Properties
Chair - Gabe Lowe
Paul Guyer
Jeff Bowen
Jerry Kolke
German Montiel

When I came back to church a few hours later
things were going in full force. There must
have been 20 plus people from our school,
working on that sand box, hauling in 10 tons
of sand, with shovels, wheelbarrows and many
helping hands.
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Rulaine Ethrige

Then I looked to the south and our beautiful
gardens in front of our church and saw another
six or eight people from our church cleaning
up and rejuvenating the gardens. It made me
smile more!

Board of Lay Ministry
Chair—Marty Rasmussen
Kelley Burmeister
Bob Dragan
James Gruetzner
Matt Helge
Jerry Shroff
Gabe Lowe

Then I realized our God Cares About You Children’s Ministry and
tutoring was going on at the Mission where another six or eight volunteers
were working with children and youth, tutoring, reading, singing, sorting,
cooking and more. My smile got even bigger.
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My thoughts were racing as I further realized our Call Committee was at
work doing zoom interviews with Pastoral candidates. These are just a
few of the things I knew were going on this Saturday morning. I can
guarantee you there were more people serving with their time that I did
not see or know about.
What a great example of true active stewardship from our church and
school families I was witnessing. Stewardship is actively shown through
the sharing of treasures, talents, and time and what a great example of the
sharing of one’s time this Saturday morning was.
What I know is that this Saturday was not an aberration, but it was typical
of the giving in our church and school family. You do not have to look far
or hard to see quiet giving of time on this or that project or ministry
throughout our church and
school.
Whether it is working on the
grounds, quilting, altar guild,
tutoring, mentoring,
participating in Stephen
Ministry, studying the Word,
singing, ringing, volunteering
on field trips,
(Continued on page 5)
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NOTES FROM THE MUSIC DIRECTOR~
“Oh give thanks to the Lord, for He is good, for
His steadfast love endures forever!” Psalm 107:1
November brings us a special time of
Thanksgiving!
I am so thankful at this time that our church and
school choirs are able to meet as usual! That was
a lengthy hiatus due to covid restrictions! It has
been a blessing to have the choirs back in our
worship time on Sunday mornings. The school
choirs did such a good job at their October
concert! We will begin work for our December
concert soon.
Also, as I write this, I am thankful for a time away
from Albuquerque. Rarely do trips take me
somewhere besides Texas. But this time, I am off
to the Northwest to visit Lindsey in the state of
Washington. Looking forward to new scenery of
lush green forests and waterfalls and raging
rivers!
The first Sunday of November we will celebrate
All Saints’ Day. The choir anthem is “Blest Are
the Pure in Heart,” quoting Jesus’ words from the
Beatitudes, “Blessed are the pure in heart, for
they shall see God.” (Matt. 5:8) On this day, we
are especially thankful for the people in our lives
who made sure we had a relationship with God
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so that we may see them again, along with
Jesus, when we pass from this earth.
Our church year concludes on November 21. In
repentance, we are alert to the coming of Christ.
The signs of the end are all around us, constant
reminders that “heaven and earth will pass
away.” But all of these signs are centered in the
cross of Christ, whereby He has conquered sin
and death, that we might be raised with Him in
righteousness through His Word of the Gospel,
which “will not pass away.” (Mark 13:31)
In anticipation of Christ’s glorious second coming,
the Bell Choir will play “Radiance.” They will also
play “Praise the Lord! Ye Heavens, Adore Him.”
This is a well-known hymn tune, HYFRYDOL.
Our communion liturgy at the 8:15 service that
morning will use this tune.
Join us on Thanksgiving Eve for worship at 4 or 7
p.m. Despite the trials of this world, we do have
much for which to be thankful!
The new church year, with the hopeful season of
Advent, begins on Sunday, November 28. Are
you ready to hear the beautiful words of hope
and promise that Advent brings?
Thankful for each of you and the God we serve
together!
~Beth Shroff

PASTOR TIM NORTON, NAVAJO
LUTHERAN OUTREACH –
Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church,
Pastor Tim Norton will be at Christ Lutheran
to lead both services and the Sunday School
and Bible Study hour.
We will be collecting items for their Mission
on Sunday November 14 in the narthex as
part of a Thrivent Action Team sponsored by
the Board of Human Care. Items needed are:
1. Paper goods like toilet paper, plates, cups, napkins, paper towels
2. To-go cups with lids for hot drinks
3. Hot beverages such as: coffee grounds, teas, and hot chocolates
4. Walmart or Hobby Lobby gift cards
5. Thanksgiving or Christmas decorations or paper goods
Contact: Marcia Koschmann – 505-271-1287
Thank you for helping the Navajo Mission reach out with God’s love.
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Christ Lutheran Chronicle
The Chronicle is published for members and friends of Christ Lutheran Church & School. News items and articles
are due in the church office on the 15th of the month prior to the month in which you wish to be published. Your
submission may be edited for content or length. Thank you for your participation and cooperation!
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
My mother is now perfect. She’s actually holy
now because she went home to be with Jesus.
My dad used to say that the day his mother
died was the worst day of his life. Now he
says October 12th is the worst day of his life.
But, by the morning of October 13th, he
realized that it was the best day of Her life.
As we head into November, and look toward
Thanksgiving, I am so grateful the the many
blessings given to me, but most of all the
blessing of knowing that someday I will get to
go home and see her again.
My prayer for all of you that that you make the
most of your time with loved ones, running the
race, being all that God has created you to be.
Let’s make Thanks and Giving more than just
a season this year, and always.
In Christ,
Kimberly Rasmussen
FROM STEWARDSHIP
October marked the first anniversary of the
2020-2022 Capital Campaign. In the first
week of November, you’ll receive a mailing
with a complete update on our progress. Please
take the time to review how we’re doing and
what remains to be done in the coming months
to meet our goals before confronting our next
challenge.
And as we approach the end of 2021, our
offering and gifts are ahead of 2020 giving. If
possible, meet your Commitment 2021 pledge
and begin to think about our “Commitment
2022” campaign tentatively scheduled this
coming February.
Finally, consider how you might assist the
many boards, missions, and projects at Christ
Lutheran. And as Janine notes weekly in the
Sunday Bulletin, “consider volunteering to
assist in worship” - as lector, acolyte, usher,
communion assistant or children’s messenger.
In all aspects of the many missions at Christ
Lutheran, volunteers are needed, welcomed,
and appreciated.
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working with our youth, visiting our sick or homebound,
cooking meals, making copies at school, volunteering in our
scrip program, counting, ushering, reading, sorting clothes,
Praying, setting up fellowship activities, sharpening pencils,
organizing pews, cleaning, working on boards…you get the
picture.
We are Blessed by God with the gift of time to serve Him in
so many different ways. Do not discount your stewardship
of time. I believe this is one of the many ways that Christ
Lutheran Church and School is such a special place –
because God has brought together so many people to serve
with their time…and I thank God for each one of you.
God’s Peace,
Jerry Shroff
FROM STEPHEN MINISTRY
Okay, admit it. Stephen Ministry has crossed
your mind a few times. You might even have
picked up a brochure or talked with a
Stephen Leader. But now you want to take a
closer look at the idea of becoming a Stephen Minister.
You’re wondering: Is this right for me? Consider this –
A Stephen Minister is a person who shows compassion,
gives encouragement, and intercedes for those he or she
care for. Many Stephen Ministers say that they receive
much more from the caring relationship with their care
receiver than they give. As a Stephen Minister devotes time
and energy, a Stephen Minister has the chance to
participate in meaningful ministry, make a major difference
in another person’s life, and grow as a joyous child of God.
A Stephen Minister completes 50 hours of training before
ever meeting with a care receiver. He or she learns about
listening, assertiveness, confidentiality, and many other
aspects of caregiving. After the initial training, he or she
engages in continuing education. Stephen Ministers find
that their relationships become richer and deeper at home,
church, and work and with friends.
A Stephen Minister is open to adjusting and adapting his or
her caregiving to fit the needs of the care receiver. He or
she learns more about caregiving at each meeting with a
care receiver and at each supervision session. Stephen
Ministry is an experience of continuous learning, growth,
and joy.
A new training class for Stephen Ministers is starting in
January 2022. The Holy Spirit may be calling you to the
joy, commitment, growth, meaning, training, service, and
care of being a Stephen Minister. Pray for God’s guidance
as you consider this opportunity. For more information,
contact Sue Dragan, Cheryl Frazine, Leslie Helge, Jerry
Shroff, or David Yocky.
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SHOP WITH SCRIP
Our fundraising for the month of September......we sold
$15,809 worth of gift cards.
We earned $755.41 dollars of fundraising money that
went to these Distribution groups.
There was $325.75 that went to the Church and School
Technology Fund.
• LWML District Mission Grants received $23.78 with
2 families participating
• Deficit Reduction received $23.55 with 5 families
participating
• School Scholarship Fund received $14.46 with 5
families participating
• School Tuition we distributed $201.99 with 9 families
participating
• School Extended Care we distributed $16.25 with 2
families participating
• School Playground received $23.33 with 4 families
participating
• Church and School Roof Loan received $15.57 with 3
families participating
• Youth Accounts received $35.54 with 4 families
participating
• God Cares About You Mission received $14.19 with 4
families participating
• Technology received $325.75 with 36 families
participating, some families put all their distribution
towards Technology.
Thanks for the support of this Awesome Fundraiser!!
Better then selling cookie dough and wrapping paper!!
You can order cards online (call Karen 206-0906) if you
want help setting it up.

2019-2021 LWML
ROCKY MOUNTAIN DISTRICT
GOAL: $77,960.28
We have raised $49,960.28 so far!
Concordia Theological Seminary Food & Co-op
Financial Assistance
Students and their families at Concordia
Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, Indiana, are
blessed to visit their Food and Clothing Co-op to
help offset their financial needs. Often
seminarians and their wives cannot find jobs to
provide income for their families because they
will only be in town for a short time. Being able
to shop using a point system and volunteering at
the Co-op provides these families with much
needed support during a time when they are being
prepared for the ministry. This grant would
provide roughly a month’s worth of fresh food
purchases which on average includes 600 pounds
of ground of beef; 3000 gallons of milk; 175
dozen eggs; 250 packages of cheese; 3,500
pounds of fresh produce; and 200 bottles of 100%
fruit juice.
Grant amount: $8,000
Mercy Meals of Colorado Springs
Volunteers from Immanuel Lutheran Church,
Colorado Springs and surrounding churches
gather to assemble Mercy Meal bags that are
shipped internationally by Orphan grain Train to
places like the war-torn Republic of Georgia.
Each bag contains rice, soy, dried vegetables and
nutrient-rich vegetable base powder. They
package an average of 360 meal bags a week,
with a cost of 13 cents per bag, and have at least
15 volunteers at work sessions. The Christian
organizations that receive and distribute these
Mercy Meals present the Gospel to those
receiving the meals, providing the spiritual food
the endures to eternal life. This grant would
provide supplies for two shipments of Mercy
Meals while more donors and volunteers are
sought out to continue this life-giving ministry.
Grant amount: $5,000
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November Celebrations!
“Happy Birthday” to the following

members who were born in November:
Nov. 1
Trista Clevenger
Kelsey Mitchell
Mark D’Ambrosio
Nov. 2
Raymond Prudhomme
Nov. 3
Emily Schroer
Karen Kolke
Nov. 5
Brock Wolff
Nov. 6
Andrew Malizia
Emmelienne Schreiner
John Garberson
Nov. 8
Faye Hansen
Stephanie Nixon
Deon Haas
Joel Krylowicz
Maggie Krylowicz
Nov. 10
Eric van Dyck
Nov. 12
Coleen Clevenger
Londyn Garcia
Carson Ellingsen
Nov. 14
Tim Klein
Brianna Mintle
Nov. 16
Stephen Spensley

Nov. 17
Nov. 19

Nov. 22
Nov. 23

Nov. 24

Nov. 25
Nov. 26
Nov. 27
Nov. 29

Steven Malizia
Hunter Mariani
Jeff Kluck
Angelina Madrid
Cody Nemitz
Renae Ricard
Barbara Bennett
Daniel Handrock
Gaella Iriza
Ezra Sainz
Rita New
Timothy Golich
Doug Jr (Jay) Rickers
Ellen Larsen
Marc Jr. Modine
Kimberly Wolff

“Happy Anniversary” to the following members who
were married in November:
Nov. 6
Kelley and Lishelle Burmeister
Nov. 14
Tyler and Jenna Schoenherr
Nov. 24
Nolan and Tallie Schroeder
Nov. 28
Mark and Sonya D’Ambrosio
Nov. 29
Ray and Janis Prudhomme

Tithing envelopes for the year 2022 are
here. If you do not want or need your
envelopes please let the church office
know. Take note that when it is time to
distribute the envelopes your envelope
number may change.
*If you give online and that is your preferred method you no
longer need tithing envelopes.
Quilting will be from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on Tuesday
November 9th and November 16th this month, happening
in the Parish Hall. Call Karen Kolke for more information.
There will be Thanksgiving and Christmas cards for sale
in the Library. Contact Betty Swanger for more details.

(Please let the church office know if we missed
your special date)

HONOR CIRCLE: This month, we will meet
on Thursday, November 11th at 11:30 in the
Sunny Side Up restaurant on Louisiana and
Menaul. We plan to have a square kind of table
set-up so that we can all hear and talk to each
other better. Please join us if you are a woman
aged 55 and over. Do hope we have at least 12
in attendance. See you then, Eunice.
NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY!
We have a new Church Directory
for you to use. In case you missed
the email, we sent out a new
directory. There are some printed
in the Narthex, please take one! If
you would like a digital copy or want to have
one mailed to your house please call or email
Janine in the church office and she will make
sure you get one.
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Tuesday Men's Bible
Study - 6:00 AM
“Minor Prophets”
“Living in Very Difficult
Times”
Join Us!!
ZOOM or In Person
Church Conference Room
Contact: Al Koschmann
akoschmann@yahoo.com
Book Discussion
“Mercury Rising”
John Glenn – John
Kennedy
The New Battle Ground
Join Us!! Via Zoom or In
Person
Friday Nov 19 – 7:00PM
Al & Marcia Koschmann
Contact:
akoschmann@yahoo.com
Small Group Bible
Study

NARTHEX MAILBOX
The end of the year is quickly
approaching! Please empty out
your mailbox located in the
Narthex. We will soon be
placing your new tithing
envelopes in them along with a
new church directory if you have requested one. After
December 12th we will be thr owing out anything
that is left. Check the list on the wall in the mailbox
room to see if you have a mailbox to your name and
if there is anything in your box take it home!

“How Happiness
Happens”
Finding Lasting Joy in a
World of
Comparison,
Disappointment &
Unmet Expectations
Join Us!! Via Zoom or
In Person
1st and 3rd Thursdays
7:00PM
Al & Marcia Koschmann’s Home
Contact: akoschmann@yahoo.com

11:00

8:15

11:00

8:15

11:00

8:15

Time

Reverend
Doyle
Boykin*

Reverend
Tim Norton*

Reverend
David Clark*

Sermon

28

1. Any one trained and willing to assist.
3. Phil Pelzman will arrange and coordinate.

2. Open for a volunteer to fill in.

Ralph Hughes &
Mary Spensley

Roger Holt &
Bob Dragan

D’Lorah
Gothard &

Glen
Postenrieder &
Chris van Dyke

Ralph Hughes &
Eunice Hoeft

Bob Dragan &
Chris van Dyke

Ted Paulat &
Mary Spensley

Roger Holt &
Glen

Ushers

Ron
McBrayer
and Dave
Oetting

–

Ted and
Karon
Paulat

Barbara
Bennett
and Renae
Ricard

Ron
McBrayer
and Dave
Oetting

Counters

Lishelle
Burmeister

Beth
Shroff

Joyful
Noise

Kim
Rasmussen

Beth
Shroff

Beth
Shroff

Beth
Shroff

Beth
Shroff

Tatum
Lowe

Beth
Shroff

Al
Koschmann

Eunice
Hoeft

Kelly
Gruetzner

Ron
McBrayer

Kelly
Gruetzner

Joyful
Noise

Ron
McBrayer

Beth
Shroff

Music

Beth
Shroff
Waylon
Lowe

Acolyte
(2)

Eunice
Hoeft

Carl
Bischoff

Lector

Altar Society: D’Lorah Gothard, Marcia Koschmann, and Tanya Sainz

(1)

–

Matt Helge
Kelley
Burmeister

(1)

(1)

Al
Koschmann

Jerry Shroff

–

(1)

Bob
Dragan
James
Gruetzner

(1)

–

Jerry Shroff
James
Gruetzner

–

(1)

Al
Koschmann
Marty
Rasmussen

Comm
.Asst.

Lay
Minister

Greeters: Everyone

Rev.
Doyle
Boykin

–

Sarah
Handrock

Phil
Ortega

Rev.
David
Clark

Children’s

* Leading liturgy;

Reverend
Doyle
Boykin*

NOTES:

11:00

8:15

4:00
24
p.m.
Reverend
Thanksgiving
Clark*
David
7:00
Service
p.m.

21

14

7

Date

November Worship Schedule

(3)

(3)

(3)

(3)

(3)

(3)

(3)

(3)

(3)

(3)

Sound

Christ Lutheran Church and School
7701 Candelaria Road NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110
Return Service Requested
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SHARING GOD'S LOVE WITH ALL HIS CHILDREN,
CHRIST!
WHILE GROWING TOGETHER IN
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Laticia Guyer, 3 Day Pre-K
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