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Care Instructions for a Life Worth Living—We Respond in Worship
The Bible says that “the fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom.” Today we don’t speak much of this.
Our images of God have tended to grow smaller and more comfortable. What does it mean to fear the Lord?
We have no need to be afraid that God will do mean or destructive things. We do not need to be afraid that
God’s love is not fully trustworthy. One of C. S. Lewis’s characters expresses fear at the prospect of
meeting his Christfigure, the great lion Aslan, and wonders if he is quite safe. “Safe? Who said anything
about safe? Of course he’s not safe. But he’s good.” This fear involves reverence and awe, a healthy
recognition of who God is. It also involves recognition of our fallenness. But worship reminds me that the
day will come when our fallenness will be utterly healed. In that day we will fully realize the truth of the
saying that “perfect love casts out fear.”
When we worship, we look forward to the day when fear will be as defeated and destroyed as sin, guilt, and
death. Worship, therefore, in reminding us of this powerful God who is for us, becomes one of the great
weapons against fear. Dallas Willard writes: “Holy delight and joy is the great antidote to despair and is a
wellspring of genuine gratitude—the kind that starts at our toes and blasts off from our loins and diaphragm
through the top of our head, flinging our arms and our eyes and our voice upward toward our good God.”

In worship I declare that God is real. In worship my perception of reality is changed and sharpened. In
worship I remember that reality is more than what I can see and touch. In worship I acknowledge that I look
at a shrunken God on a regular basis, looking at him through
INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
the wrong end of the telescope. So in worship, at its heart,
we magnify God. Worship enlarges my capacity to experience
Devotional
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and understand God.
This is why the story of Peter walking on the water must end in
worship. Worship, in a sense, closes the loop on the whole
story. Worship consolidates and expresses the disciples’ new
understanding of who Jesus is. Peter gets into the boat, and the
other disciples ask him, “How big is Jesus, anyway?” Peter
throws his hands up high over his head and says, “Jesus
is sooo big!” Jesus gets into the boat, the wind dies down, the
storm runs away to wherever it is storms go when God sends
them off, and suddenly the disciples have a deeper
understanding of who is in the boat with them. “Truly you are
the Son of God.” And all the disciples raise their hands up over
their heads. Soooo big!
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So it always is when somebody gets out of the boat. When
human beings get out of the boat, they are never quite the same.
Their worship is never quite the same. Their world is never
quite the same. Whatever the results, whether they sink or
swim, something will have changed.
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FROM THE PRINCIPAL
Mrs. Hatchell loaned me a wonderful book two years ago. I read it and
returned it with every intention of implementing the great ideas in between the
covers! And this year – it happened! The name of the book was The Good
News Chair. The idea is that in the school office we have a special chair, that
kids can come and sit upon, and tell us about some good news. It can be any
good news. I write it down, and then when I announce the Bible verse of the
day, I also announce two or three items of good news. Kids get to hear their
name and their good news over the loud speaker as they are celebrated and
affirmed.
Over the past two years, I’ve been in search of the perfect chair for this
project. It couldn’t be too big, and it couldn’t be ordinary. Last year, when I
was helping my mom, I found my grandmother’s old step stool chair in the
basement. It was old and had paint stains, a touch of rust, and even some pock
marks from my dad shooting his slingshot in the basement. I pulled this chair
out and used it for our first chapel. Our theme this year is Celebrate, based on
Psalm 145:7 – “They celebrate the Lord’s abundant goodness and sing of His
righteousness.” We have many things to celebrate this year, starting with
Christ’s death on the cross, and moving all the way to small daily victories! The
Good News Chair is just one way we are celebrating out loud!
Moving forward to the next chapel, Marty, my husband, will be painting
and cleaning up this ugly, dinged up chair, and I plan to paint sunflowers on the
back rest. I’ll be presenting it along with a lesson of how we too have scars and
bumps and bruises, but God transforms us through the Holy Spirit, to share his
Love with others!
I’m formally
inviting you to stop
by the school office
this year, sit a spell
in the Good News
Chair, and tell me
all of the wonderful
blessing God has
given you!
In Christ,
Kimberly
Rasmussen

“For the Lord is
good and his

love endures
forever.”
Psalm 100:5
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GOD IS SO GOOD!!!
God is so good and we are being blessed so
abundantly. Final 2020-2021 Mission and
Ministry budget numbers came out. I was
expecting our numbers to be very close to, but
not meeting budget (we budgeted an $87,000
deficit). We actually performed $54,000 better
than budget.
Our church offerings were $56,000 over
budget. Our school income was $23,000 over
budget. Huge celebrations! Thanks be to
God!
Now as we start a new school year our K-8
enrollment is at 170 and our Pre-school
enrollment is at 60 (at time I am writing this).
Both are higher than we anticipated when
putting together this Mission and Ministry.

Lift up our Congregation, our missions, and
school in Prayer. Lift up individuals of our
Congregation that are suffering in Prayer. Lift
up our teachers and visiting Pastors in Prayer.
Lift up our Lay leadership in Prayer to be
servants of God in all things at all times. Pray
We have started planning for fellowship meals as you have never Prayed before.
and the fall is just about filled up with signups.
We have begun our vacancy with fantastic
Get into the Word. Get involved in Bible
worship led by Pastors God has put on our
study, but also in daily reading and meditation.
path.
Stay in worship. If you can worship in person.
If you can’t worship in person – join us online.
Our youth has been energized. The God Cares Be diligent.
About You Board is going forward with the
assistance of the LWML Grant defining what Make an effort, if you are able, to join in the
that mission may look like, with God leading, Fellowship meals. Be proactive. Introduce
and a fulltime director. The Saturday tutoring yourself to others bring others into our
program at GCAY is in full swing.
fellowship. For that matter, invite others to
worship with us as well as fellowship with us.
Our Call process has begun with 12 candidates
names being sent to District, and they are in
Most importantly make sure in all things to
process of possibly adding others. We are
seek God’s Will. If we do this individually,
moving forward with an electronic sign to
and collectively, God will certainly take care
message to the community and invite more
of us. So do not fear, or even get nervous, but
people into our family of faith. So many great give everything to God and let Him continue
things are going on.
to put us on the path of righteousness and
Faith.
Now what more can we be doing individually,
and as a Congregation, to further work in
God’s Peace,
God’s Mission Field? We can, of course
continue to be diligent in stewardship, as this Congregational Chairman—Jerry Shroff
congregation as shown to be, but also be active
in our faith in other ways as well.
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Christ Lutheran is a Stephen Ministry church. What
does this mean?
Our church encourages members who are caring and
empathetic to be trained as Stephen Ministers.
Stephen Ministers receive over 50 hours of special
training to provide one-to-one Christian care to people
in our congregation and community experiencing
challenges in life – grief, loneliness, divorce,
hospitalization, disability, job loss, and many other
life changes and challenges. The training material is
provided by Stephen Ministry International which was
started in 1974, and currently has over 10,000
interdenominational churches internationally.
Currently, Christ Lutheran has five women and two
men active Stephen Ministers. Women care for
women, one-to-one. Men care for men, one-to-one.
Stephen Ministry care is Christ-centered and
confidential. No one knows you have a Stephen
Minister, except you, the Stephen Minister, and the
Stephen Leader who assigned you a
Stephen Minister.
Stephen Leaders are trained over 50 hours
to administrate Stephen Ministry. They
create awareness, run training sessions,
assign Stephen Ministers to care receivers,
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create and monitor peer supervision, provide
continuing education, recruit more Stephen Ministers
and Stephen Leaders, pray for the Stephen Ministers
and our pastor and care receivers in general, and much
more.
Christ Lutheran Stephen Ministry teams with four
other local churches. Why? If one church’s Stephen
Ministers all have care receivers, and someone wants
a Stephen Minister, the person wanting a Stephen
Minister can be assigned a Stephen Minister from
another church. If someone wants a Stephen Minister
but doesn’t want one from their church, that person
can be assigned one from another church. The
Stephen Leaders from our local churches team had
met together quarterly before the COVID pandemic to
share ideas on how to make Stephen Ministry in our
communities even better.
If you want to learn how to become a Stephen
Minister or Stephen Leader contact the church office.
If you want to receive care from a Stephen
Minister, contact David Yocky at 505-5533162 for a confidential conversation.

This is true for you. From this point on, for the rest of your life, every time you walk on the water, each time
you trust God and seek to discern and
obey his calling on your life, your
God will get bigger, and your
worship will grow deeper, richer, and
stronger. That is because Jesus is not
finished yet. He is still looking for
people who will dare to trust him. He
is still looking for people who will
refuse to allow fear to have the final
word. He is still looking for people
who refuse to be deterred by failure.
And this is an opportunity to answer
his call. This is your chance of a
lifetime. Just remember one thing: If
you want to walk on the water,
you’ve got to get out of the boat.
John Ortberg devotional on BibleGateway
© 2014 by Zondervan. Used with permission. All rights reserved.
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Notes from the Music
Director~
These are strange times! I
looked up “strange” in my
Bible Concordance for some
words of God for comfort, but
it mostly referred to strange
tongues and showing
hospitality to strangers.

I am anxious for things to get
back to “normal,” whatever
that is. It seems masks are
still a requirement indoors,
which I understand. I’m just
not sure if my choir members
will understand, or
participate.

“My heart is
steadfast, O God!
I will sing and
make melody
with all my
being!”

I shall be bold and decide
that choir rehearsals will
begin again after Labor Day!
Wednesdays after Fellowship
Meals still sound like a good time to me. I will say that we begin at 7 p.m. on September 8. Join us in
the sanctuary, and we will practice safe distances, and enjoy some nice music!

Psalm 108:1

I want to change the night for Bell Choir, and hope that does not exclude anyone from practice.
Rather, it makes it easier for some to come. We will begin Bells on Monday, September 13 at 7 p.m.
Step out in faith with me, and let’s make music to the glory of God in this place, His place!
God’s Peace!

~Beth Shroff

LWML Sunday — Celebrate with Lutheran Women in Mission
A special worship service is planned for Sunday, September 19, to celebrate all
that God has done through the LWML. The power of God is evident in the
dimes and quarters you put in your Mite Box, and we celebrate this fact each
fall on LWML Sunday. Thank you! Our new LWML Mission Statement reads:
“As Lutheran Women in Mission, we joyfully proclaim Christ, support
missions, and equip women to honor God by serving others.” The Holy Spirit
has been doing this for 79 years through the LWML!
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Treasury Report - FY 2021
Our Mission and Ministry financial status for the Fiscal Year
ending July 31, 2021
Budgeted
Income

Income Source
Offerings
General Fund
Special Offerings
Thrivent Choice
School Income
Total Income
Performance to Budget

Actual
Income

$505,000
$561,343
11,000
6,843
23,000
20,000
2,500
2,889
776,940
800,031
$1,318,440
$1,391,106
+72,666
Budgeted

Board Expense
Administration
Christian Ed.
Church Property
Human Care
Lay Ministry
Missions
Fellowship
Marketing
Church Council
Stewardship
Youth
Compensation
Total Expense
Performance to Budget

Actual
Expense
Expense

$7,550
$10,316
38,698
47,579
224,300
243,329
3,250
368
7,050
3,312
16,200
10,800
1,000
509
23,100
13,584
9,738
9,614
650
411
3,402
180
1,070,734
1,084,784
$1,405,671 $1,424,277
-$18,606

Financial Summary – FY 21

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
As you can see, we ran a deficit as we expected, and budgeted
for last year. The good news is that we did much better than
anticipated, beating budget by $54,060.
By God’s grace and the congregation’s generosity, we exceeded
our budgeted Offerings by $56,343.
Another positive to be celebrated is that our School Income was
$23,091 more than was budgeted.
Our Fiscal Year 2022 Budget anticipates a surplus of $9,403.
By God’s grace, the hard work and sacrifice of our Pastor,
Teachers, Staff, Lay Leaders and the loving response of the
members of this congregation, we will continue to share the
Good News of Jesus Christ.
Together and by His grace we can meet the challenge which He
has placed before us to further His mission at Christ Lutheran
Church and School.

Actual Income vs. Actual Expense
Fiscal Year Income
Fiscal Year Expense
Surplus (+) or Deficit (-)

FY - 2021 Approved Budget
Income Source
Offerings
$505,000
General Fund
11,000
Special Offerings
23,000
Thrivent Choice
2,500
School Income
766,940
Total Planned Income
$1,318,440
Planned Expense
$1,405,671
Planned Surplus (+) or Deficit (-)
-$87,231

$1,391,106
$1,424,277
- $33,171

God’s Blessing,
Randy Bennett - CLCS Treasurer

To accomplish this , we’re asking those who pledged to
meet their commitment early, if possible. And to all,
GOD’S GOOD GIFTS
whether you pledged or not, if you can contribute any
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
additional amount to the “Roof Fund,” we may reach our
goal of $200,000 – unpledged donations so far are almost
A year ago we asked you to join us in our pledge process
for the “2020-2022 Capital Campaign” to raise $200,000 as $20,000. We will provide specific details of our effort in a
mailing later this month.
we began to “Step Forward Together – Again.” That
campaign generated $165,000 in pledges. As of midAnd more good news. The offerings received in Fiscal
August, over $118,000 of those pledges have been
2021 exceeded our giving for 2020. Since 2017, our annual
received.
giving has steadily increased year-over-year, averaging
about 3% greater per year (about 1.75% last year) –
To recap, the roof replacements for the church and school
essential to meeting our ever increasing expenses/budget
cost $160,000. Repairs to the Parish Hall were about
demands. Christ Lutheran is indeed a generous
$9,000. And to initiate the repair process, we obtained a
congregation that supports so many vital missions.
$150,000 loan from the Lutheran Church Extension Fund
in May 2020. All contractors have been paid in full. We’ve Finally, one more request for volunteer support. Many of
our boards could use your participation. The more input,
steadily paid down the loan and as of now, we owe about
$47,000. For the first year, this loan was interest free. Since the better we can proceed with the challenges before us. If
this May, the interest is a very reasonable 1.875%. To avoid you can join in, please contact Bob Dragan.
a substantial interest in crease in May 2022, our goal is to
Board of Stewardship, Tom Hebblewhite
retire the loan in the next six months.
FROM STEWARDSHIP
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SHOPWITHSCRIP FUNDRAISER
Our Fundraising for the month of July......we sold $13,920.41 worth of gift cards
We earned $569.59 dollars of Fundraising money that went to these Distribution groups.
There was $261.24 that went to the Church and School Technology Fund.
• LWML District Mission Grants earned $18.57 with 2 families participating
• Deficit Reduction earned $30.14 with 7 families participating
• School Scholarship Fund earned $17.03 with 5 families participating
• School Tuition we distributed $130.99 with 7 families participating
• School Playground we distributed $8.73 with 3 families participating
• Church and School Roof Loan we distributed $13.50 with 3 families participating
• Youth Accounts distributed $17.00 with 2 families participating
• God Cares About You Mission distributed $11.39 with 5 families participating
• Technology we distributed $261.24 with 37 families participating, some families put all
their distribution towards Technology.
You can order cards online (call Karen 206-0906) if you want help setting it up.
There are a lot of cards that can be ordered and used on-line ~ Amazon, Walmart,
Starbucks, Lowes, The Home Depot, Kohl's, Bed Bath & Beyond, Bath & Body works, Best
Buy, Game Stop, I-tunes and the list goes on.............
School has started and we had 13 new people sign up!! If you would like to help a family in
need with their tuition, please ask Karen how you can do that.
SCRIP Coordinator,
Karen Kolke
206-0906

2019–2021 LWML
Rocky Mountain District Mission Goal:

$77,960.28
We have raised $49,960.28 so far!
Filling Haitian Tummies Open Ears to the Gospel – Trinity HOPE
Trinity HOPE was established in 1999 specifically to feed Haitian children in Lutheran schools in this
impoverished country. Through efforts to become efficient in feeding these children, meal cost is estimated at
$0.24 each. The Lutheran schools where these meals are provided teach the Good News of Christ not only to
the children of the church members, but also to the other half of attendees whose homes practice Voodoo. It is
estimated that 90% of those children hearing the Gospel message come to believe in Christ, as well as 60% of
their parents. This grant would go to serve the children and families in Les Ceyes, Haiti.
Grant amount: $5,000
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September Celebrations!
“Happy Birthday” to the following

members who were born in September:
Sep. 1
Kathy Brem
Judy Hendrickson
Sep. 2
Doug Rickers
Sep. 5
Emily Hunter
Sep. 7
Evangelina Earl
Sep. 8
Sandra Barton
Claire Schoenherr
Sep. 10
Barbara Gunderlach
Jenna Schoenherr
Sep. 11
Ethan Nzabarinda
Sep. 15
Catherine Wertz
Josias Gasitha
Sep. 16
Jessica Nixon
Robert Smalley
Sep. 17
Viola Johnson
Noah Klein
Sep. 18
Matthew Steinke
Rachel Davis
Sep. 19
Marjorie Bowling
Sep. 21
Rudy McAllister
Sep. 22
Chris VanDyck
Rosanna Amindyas
Caroline Bowen
Sep. 23
Karey Mitchell

Sep. 24
Sep. 25
Sep. 26
Sep. 29

Owen Hamre
Michael Handrock
Ryan Clevenger
Mason Saavedra
Gabe Lowe

“Happy Anniversary” to the following members who
were married in September:
Sep. 1
Roger and Grace Buelow
Brian and Christa Earl
Sep. 2
Wayne and Donna Muenster
Sep. 4
Gordon and Renae Ricard Postenrieder
Jesse and Marlene Arenas
Sep. 5
Mike and Maria Carroll
Sep. 7
Danny and Lana Thomas
Sep. 10
Bill and Ellen Larsen
Ron and Anne McBrayer
Steve and Debbie Schneider
Sep. 12
Donald and Nancy Brul
Sep. 13
Jerry and Karen Kolke
Sep. 15
Cornelius and Rosanna Amindyas
Sep. 18
DuWayne and Joy Branscombe

We will be starting to get
back together at least once a
September… the beginning
month. Look at the bulletin or
of school, football games,
fall, State Fair, thinking about watch for an email to tell you
about upcoming events.
the holidays. Our youth are
very busy with the beginning High School Youth- We will
of school and fall sports.
have a meeting about the
Please keep our youth group National Youth Gathering on
in your prayers throughout
September 19th at 1:00 pm.
the school year as they are
This is open to all 9th- 12th
finally back in school.
graders.

(Please let the church office know if we missed
your special date)

FROM YOUTH

Our Fellowship Meals are back! Starting
September 8th at 5:45 p.m. Please join us for
delicious food and fellowship while we
support various outreaches! You can sign up
to host a Fellowship Meal on the chart that is
in the Narthex. Look in our weekly Bulletin
for more information.

Thank you to everyone who helped with donations towards my Girl Scout Silver project. We were able to put
together 40 bags for children of all ages, who are in New Mexico Foster Care. For more details about this
project, look in next month's church newsletter. Thanks for all of your help. I couldn't have done this without
you! Thanks—Catherine Wertz
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Tuesday Men's
Bible Study - 6:00
AM
“John’s Letters”
Discovering Genuine
Christianity
Join Us!!
ZOOM or In Person
Contact: Al Koschmann
akoschmann@yahoo.com

Book Discussion
“Salt to the Sea”
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HONOR CIRCLE: We will start out this fall with a
kind of planning meeting at Sunny Side Up private
room. The only day available right now is Thursday,
Sept. 23rd at 11:30. The restaurant is located at
Louisiana and Menaul. All ladies, age 55 and over are
cordially invited to join us. We need to have 12
attendees in order to have the room. Please invite our
new members and remind the old ones. I need to get a
count by the 22nd. Please leave me a message if I'm
not home. Eunice Hoeft--505-889-9705
Gambler’s Anonymous is meeting up again every
Thursday and Friday at 7:00 p.m. beginning
September 9th in the room next to the Parish Hall.

Winter 1945 - WWII.
Four refugees. Four
stories.

SENIOR FELLOWSHIP: No one has
volunteered to head the group at this time, so
there is nothing planned for this month.

NY Times Best
Seller

If two people can take charge, they would
need to pick an activity , a place for lunch and
then write the article in the Chronicle.

Join Us!! Via Zoom or In
Person
Friday Sept 24– 6:00PM

It would be a perfect time in October to drive
to Chimayo. The leaves will be turning---maybe---and there are weaving places, the
famous church with the healing dirt and a
great restaurant.

Al & Marcia Koschmann
Contact:
akoscmann@yahoo.com

Small Group
Bible Study
“How Happiness
Happens”
Finding Lasting Joy
in a World of
Comparison,
Disappointment &
Unmet Expectations
Join Us!! Via Zoom or
In Person
Starts Thursday Sept 9
7:00PM
Every Other Thursday
Al & Marcia Koschmann’s Home
Contact: akoscmann@yahoo.com

November would be great to see the birds at
Bosque del Apache and lunch at the Owl
Cafe.
Let me know if you are interested in heading
the Fellowship and /or attending these 2
activities. (They practically plan themselves.)
Eunice Hoeft-----505-889-9705

Stamps for the Wounded! Yes, we are still collecting
your cancelled stamps. Please remove stamps from the
envelope leaving 1/4 inch around the stamp. The
veterans use them for their own stamp collection,
which is said to give them a purpose. For more
information please, contact Lois Postenrieder at 505299-8388 or email patgus@comcast.net. Last
month I mailed all that I
had. My stamp bag is really
empty. Thanks for all the
donations in the past.

26

19

12

5

NOTES:

11:00

8:15

11:00

8:15

11:00

8:15

11:00

8:15

Date Time

Phil
Ortega

Leslie
Helge

Pastor
Boykin

Greeters: Everyone

(1)

–

Bob Dragan

Jerry Shroff

–

James
Gruetzner

(1)

Kelley
Burmeister

1. Any Lay Minister available to help assist
2. Open for a volunteer to fill in
3. Phil Pelzman will arrange and coordinate

* Leading liturgy;

President
Roger
Schlechte

Reverend
Doyle Boykin

(1)

–

Jerry Shroff
James
Gruetzner

–

(1)

Comm.
Asst.

Marty
Rasmussen

Al
Koschmann

Children’s Lay Minister

Reverend
Sarah
Doyle Boykin Handrcok

Reverend
David Clark

Sermon

Ron
McBrayer &
Dave
Oetting

Acolyte (2)

Kelly
Gruetzner

Eunice
Hoeft

Ron
McBrayer

Waylon
Lowe

Kim
Tatum Lowe
Rasmussen

Eunice
Hoeft

Carl
Bischoff

Lector

Lishelle
Barbara
Burmeister
Bennet &
Renae
Ricard
Kelly
Postenrieder Gruetzner

Betty
Swanger &
Glen
Postenrieder

Ted &
Karon
Paulat

Counters

Altar Society: Kevin Lukow, Danielle Lukow, and Marcia Koschmann

Mary Spensley &
Ralph Hughes

Tim Klein &
Bob Dragan

Eunice Hoeft &
Ted Paulat

Glen Postenrieder
& Roger Holt

Ralph Hughes &
D’Lorah Gothard

Chris Van Dyke &
Bob Dragan

Ted Paulat &
Mary Spensley

Roger Holt &
Tim Klein

Ushers

September Worship Schedule

Beth
Shroff

Joyful
Noise

Beth
Shroff

Beth
Shroff

Beth
Shroff

Joyful
Noise

Beth
Shroff

Beth
Shroff

Music

(3)

(3)

(3)

(3)

(3)

(3)

(3)

(3)

Sound

Christ Lutheran Church and School
7701 Candelaria Road NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110
Return Service Requested
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SHARING GOD'S LOVE WITH ALL HIS CHILDREN,
CHRIST!
WHILE GROWING TOGETHER IN
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Tanya Sainz, 1st Grade
Krista Stephens, 2nd Grade
Julie Henderson, 3rd Grade
Sarah Nixon, 4th Grade
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Tallie Schroeder, 6th Grade
Kat Fuller, 7th Grade
Deon Haas, 8th Grade

