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Dear friends in Christ,
I am sure that most of you have heard by now that my last Sunday as your pastor will (tentatively) be August
1st. This decision was not an easy one. It was a process involving hours of prayerful consideration. It is
important for all of us to remember that God works in ways we often do not comprehend or understand. He is
the architect of the entire church, laying out His plans carefully — we often see only a small piece of His plan
in a particular place or location — and though His plans often interrupt our plans and designs, God teaches us
through the process of life change to trust solely and completely in Him as He carries out His plan in our
midst.
I want to reaffirm that Linda and I intend to remain members of Christ Lutheran, and to be involved in
worship and fellowship activities as the Lord guides our path forward. However, the reality of a pastoral
vacancy in the congregation will come all too soon. It is time to pray.
A congregation in pastoral vacancy needs to be a congregation of prayer. Prayer is vital for a healthy
relationship with our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ as individuals and as a congregation. Unfortunately, our
prayer habits often leave much to be desired. Prayer is often an afterthought rather than the powerful tool that
God intends for it to be in our lives.
We might ask ourselves the question: “What does our own practice of prayer indicate about the type of
relationship we have with God?” In Nehemiah 1:4-11, Nehemiah’s prayer offers several important lessons for
how to practice the discipline of prayer:
(1) Nehemiah’s first response was to turn to God in prayer. Prayer was not something that Nehemiah engaged
in after he had exhausted all other alternatives. He did not
approach it as a last ditch effort, with the attitude, “What have I INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
got to lose?” Instead, his immediate, instinctive response to the
news of trouble back home was to fast and pray (1:4).
From the Pastor
1
(2) Nehemiah recognized and affirmed God’s sovereignty. He
realized that the Lord had first and primary claim over all nations
and people, (including congregations and pastors) whether they
were Israelites or Persians. He saw himself and his people as
being in the hands of God, dependent on His grace.
(3) Nehemiah identified with his people. He used the pronoun
“we” in his prayer. Rather than blame others, he accepted
corporate responsibility for his people’s sin.
(4) Nehemiah recognized the whole of God’s promises and
commandments. In praying to God, it is easy to focus on what
one wants from God, but ignore what God asks and expects
from His people. Nehemiah knew what the Scriptures said
about the Lord’s covenant with Israel, and he accepted the
responsibilities of the covenant, not just the privileges.
(Continued on Page 3)
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Officers & Board Members
Chairman - Jerry Shroff
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Nancy Brul
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Allyn Irving
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Rulaine Ethrige
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Marty Rasmussen, chair
Jeff Bowen
Kelley Burmeister
Bob Dragan
James Gruetzner
Matt Helge
Jerry Shroff

Board of Missions
Ralph Hughes, chair
Josiah Gasitha
Barbara Gunderlach
Sarah Handrock
Lee Swanger

Board of Parish Fellowship
Kelly Gruetzner, chair
Sheri Call
Cheri Guyer
Karen Kolke
Shelby Vering

Board of Stewardship
Tom Hebblewhite, chair
Randy Bennett
Bob Dragan
Al Koschmann

Board of Youth
Doug Rickers, chair
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Amy Van Dyke
John Van Dyke
Deborah Yoder
Marlin Yoder

As I reflect on my “Summer” Chronicle article, I do so with the joy that only
comes through my Christian faith. That is I have an inner contentment brought to
me through the Holy Spirit, as I at the same time have a bit of grief, and anxiety
in facing the unknown that the future holds. Thankfully, the joy that comes from
Jesus overcomes, and I am at peace.
Over 13 years ago Pastor Groeling accepted our call to come Shepherd us as our
Pastor. This was after a tremendous amount of prayer and patience as the Holy
Spirit worked in Pastor’s heart, and also worked in our hearts.
It is amazing what God did through our Church while Pastor Groeling served as
our Pastor and Shepherd. Just a few of the highpoints during Pastor’s time of
shepherding:
 Completed our school building and new administrative wing building.
 Built a beautiful school playground.
 Added air conditioning and a complete renovation of our chancel area.
 Reworked our school model to become mission focused, increasing the
opportunity for all to receive a Christian Education.
 Purchased the God Cares About You property insuring it became a part of the
DNA of our congregation and its focus.
 Started our Stephen Ministry that has evolved into a very important caring
ministry in the life of our church, and outside our church.
 Completed new roofs for both our Church Sanctuary and our school.
 Prioritized our Mission focus so we now are strongly committed to mission in
our school, community (GCAY) and internationally (Matzke’s and Benjamin
Helge).
 Shepherded us through a pandemic at which time our online presence grew
exponentially in viewing and quality, our school grew to all time high
enrollment levels, and we survived and financially persevered the challenges
thrown at us.
These are just a few of our highpoints during Pastor’s tenure. It has been amazing
the Holy Spirit at work in our Church and School. Out of the most challenging of
times some of the most amazing things grew and blossomed. Today our school is
stronger than it has ever been; involvement in our Mission field, which will
continue to grow, is higher than ever; our Church is Gospel driven and leans
strongly toward Grace and love as Jesus has taught us. We have been Blessed to
have Pastor as our Shepherd as he has served in obedience to The Holy Spirit and
his Call.
(Continued on Page 4)

CHRIST CHRONICLE

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
What did we learn? Everyone, and I mean everyone you
meet will tell you that this last year was rough. At last –
something we can all agree upon! I know what you’re
thinking, and yes, I have resurrected Pollyanna. She was
never completely dead, but I’m pretty sure she was in a
coma for part of this last year, which is sad.
We do live in a fallen
world, where we
sometimes look away,
and fail to find hope
for a better day. Just
like the Israelites, we
forget, we get scared,
and we look away
from our Rock, our
Savior, and our Hope
Eternal. I’ve been so
focused on fear, or
more importantly, not
allowing it to reign
over me, that
sometime, I forgot
about hope. But with
the warm weather, the
down trend in COVID
cases, and
vaccinations, the end
of a really good
school year, and the
confidence that comes with overcoming a rough year, it’s
so much easier now to be hopeful.
Mrs. Handrock has been an inspiration, and it’s been a
pleasure to serve Christ with her here. She has dedicated
her life to teaching, and now is looking at a well-earned
retirement. I’m going to miss her for many reasons, but
one of my favorite things that she has done this year is
stop in my office before school starts, and wish me a
“boring” day. Who would have thought that was a good
thing? Well, it’s a wonderful, comforting thing when I
don’t have to deal with problems, but can just enjoy the
ministry. How thoughtful she was for those wishes.
My wish for you is that you always stay hopeful because
no matter what this life holds on this side of heaven, we
always have the hope of Eternal Life through Jesus.
In Christ,
Kimberly Rasmussen
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This time (starting now) is an opportunity to
grow in the practice and discipline of prayer. A
practice and discipline that can be shaped into a
daily habit that lasts far beyond a pastoral
vacancy into the years ahead. Move forward not
in fear but rather trusting that God has great
things in His plan for Christ Lutheran Church
and School! I know I am – It’s the only way to
live. As my role changes, and I face the prospect
of not being able to do the things I love to do, it
would be easy for fear to work its way into my
heart and thinking. That is what the devil wants.
God uses these situations to grow our trust in
Him and to help us see more clearly His guiding
hands in our lives and in the life of our
congregation and school.
It is one of my prayers that each of you will
continue to remain active and committed to both
worship and service at Christ Lutheran. Pastoral
vacancies are not a time to disappear. Rather,
they are a time to join together – not putting off
ministry until the next pastor arrives – but
working together with much prayer and moving
forward in the ministry placed into the care of
Christ Lutheran by our Lord Jesus.

Much has changed since January of 2008 and
much is still the same. The campus and the
buildings have changed, the membership has
changed, the school has changed, mission and
ministry have changed. Yet in the midst of all
this change, there are faces I still see in worship
who were here 13 years ago. Familiar fellowship
activities interrupted by COVID are resuming.
Most importantly, the Gospel is still being taught
and proclaimed, the Love of Almighty God is
still evident in the Gift of Jesus, and God’s
people still have work to do to grow His
kingdom at the corner of Pennsylvania Avenue
and Candelaria Road. The mission remains –
keep making disciples of all people!
In Christ,
Pastor
Neal
Groeling

CHRIST CHRONICLE

PAGE 4

Notes from the Music Director~

were joined to Jesus’ death and resurrection when we
received the Holy Spirit at our baptism. We continue
to receive the blessings of the Holy Spirit in His Word
I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the
and Sacrament. We share the love of Jesus with those
house of the Lord!” Psalm 122:1
around us in order to bring them to know His love and
peace. We want everyone to know the power of God’s
love that sent His only Son to die for our sakes that we
Our feast days of the church year are done now until
the new year begins with Advent! This long Pentecost are forgiven of all our sins, and because of His
resurrection we look forward to eternal life in heaven
season is called the Time of the Church. It can be
called Ordinary Time, from the word “ordinal,” which when our time on this earth is done.
simply means counted time. June 6 is the Second
Sunday after Pentecost, and we keep counting from
We are thankful that this summer does not prevent inthere. The color for this entire season of the church
person worship like last year! It is good to gather and
year is green. Even in Hebrew in the Old Testament, worship together as the body of Christ! We come to
the same word for the color "green" also means
celebrate His grace and mercy. We want to hear His
"young." In Christian tradition, green came to
Word and receive His Sacrament that we may be
symbolize the life of the church following Pentecost, restored. I pray that our choirs can be added to our
as well as symbolizing the hope of new life in the
worship time soon, as well.
resurrection.
During this season, we focus on various aspects of our
faith, especially the mission of the church in the world
and our responsibility to carry out that mission of
proclamation, in other words, sharing the Good News
of Jesus, our Savior. We worship together with our
brothers and sisters in Christ in song and prayer. We

Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel
before the Lord, our Maker!
For He is our God, and we are the people of His
pasture, and the sheep of His hand.
Psalm 95:6-7

I have several Prayers going forward. My first Prayer is that we support Pastor as he moves to his next chapter
as he has supported us in his leadership and Ministry. That we embrace him in his role of Pastor Emeritus and
a member of our faith community. That we support him spiritually, emotionally, and financially as best we are
able as after pastoring for so many years this is going to be very challenging for him.
My second Prayer is that we move forward in patience and prayer. We will be moving into the Call process
this summer. If I learned just one thing in the last call process it was that The Holy Spirit works at His own
timetable and we are far better off surrendering to that timetable than going on our own.
We may have a new Pastor in months, and it may take much longer. As long as we submit ourselves, with Joy,
to God’s Will, He will Bless
“Know that the Lord, He is God!
our Congregation in ways we
cannot even fathom. We have
It is He who made us, and we
a unique congregation. It is
are His; we are His people,
driven in grace and love. Misand the sheep of His pasture.“
sion is a priority. God has a
Pastor out there that will share
Psalm 100: 3
our Church’s mission going
forward with the same passion.
Please make this our collective
Prayer, as we practice patience, and love together.
With Joy and God’s Peace,
Jerry Shroff
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FROM STEPHEN MINISTRY
Are you feeling exhausted from all the disruptions to life
brought on by the pandemic? Are you or someone you
know struggling with challenges like . . .
Isolation and loneliness
Anxiety over health
Grief due to many kinds of losses
Tension from juggling work, childcare, and schooling
Financial strain or job loss
Uncertainty about the future
Other unexpected life challenges?
If so, you don’t have to face it alone. Our Stephen Ministers are ready to listen, care, encourage, and provide
emotional and spiritual support. A Stephen Minister will meet with you privately—by phone, by video chat, or,
if safely possible, in person—to offer care and support. It’s free and completely confidential. For more information, call our church office.
“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” Matthew 11:28

“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good…”
1 Chronicles 16:34

FROM STEWARDSHIP

as we renew and reinvigorate our boards with new and
existing members this August, please consider
The friends and members of Christ Lutheran
volunteering – any support is valuable and
Church and School did “Step Forward Together –
Again” in 2021. We contracted to make critical repairs appreciated.
to our aging campus and our fabulous Board of
(3) To pay all debt and expense related to the roof
Church Properties has made incredible improvements replacements, and to meet the 2020 – 2022 Capital
obvious to all who visit. Our school year was a
Campaign Goal of $200,000, we still need to raise a
remarkable success despite the pandemic. And we
little over $75,000. If you pledged, please continue to
continue to be blessed with outstanding staff,
meet or exceed your commitment. If you did not
volunteers, and leaders who keep the many missions
pledge, please consider donating whatever you can to
of our congregation moving forward.
the “Roof Fund.”
As we wrap up fiscal year 2021 and begin to plan
As we approach the coming fiscal year, the
for 2022, please consider the following:
challenges are already on the horizon – our aging
(1) Because of our limited school income in June campus, increased enrollment at the school, and the
need to replace our wonderful Pastor. But the outlook
and July, we rely on your offerings to bridge the
appears to be much brighter than last June and July.
financial gap before school reopens in August. If
With your continued generous support, Christ
you’re able, maintain your generous offerings
Lutheran will remain vital and strong.
throughout the summer.
(2) As we begin to act as a community once
again, please consider rejoining activities here at
Christ Lutheran – we’ve missed the fellowship. And

God’s Blessings and have a great summer,
Tom Hebblewhite, Board of Stewardship
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June Celebrations
“Happy Birthday” to the following members who were born in
June:
June 1
Kevin Lukow
June 2
Stany Nzabarinda
June 3
Carl Bischoff
Betty Swanger
Beth Shroff
June 5
Bob Dragan
June 7
Michael Gruetzner
June 8
Melanie Slickers
June 10 Bruce Wickesberg
June 11 Rhett Skelton & Mikaela Postlethwait
June 12 Sue Dragan & Roger Buelow
June 14 Ralph Hughes
June 16 Eunice Hoeft & Ripley Hrasky
June 17 Marcia Koschmann & Brielle Saavedra
June 18 Harmony Lowe
June 19 Carole Mumford
June 20 Joan Parhizkar
June 21 Amber McBrayer
James Stewart

June 22

Rosalie Volz
Laura Keen
Marlene Arenas
June 23 Pam Saxman
June 24 Donna Muenster & Waylon Lowe
June 25 Joel Naber
June 27 Steve Nixon
June 28 Michaela Nemitz
June 30 Sheri Call
Grace Curtiss
Nolan Schroeder
“Happy Anniversary” to the following members who were married
in June:
June 1
Fred and Susan Oppel
June 11 Carl and Jill Mason
June 16 Al and Marcia Koschmann
June 21 Ed and Carol Scussel
June 22 Dawn and T. Scott Jackson
Jim and Sarah Handrock
June 26 Michael and Sheri Call
June 28 Elroy and Faye Hansen
June 29 Jason and Barbara Wertz

July Celebrations
“Happy Birthday” to the following members who were born in
July:
July 2
Rose Schoenherr
July 5
Jason Peters
Martha Matzke
Thomas Valencia
Steve Schneider
Ava Mitchie
July 6
Iris Clevenger
Steven Kinnunen
Bonnie Lamphere
Marc Modine
July 7
Riker Kinnunen
July 8
Lana Thomas & Danielle Lukow
July 10
Kris Donahue
July 11
Jason Wertz
July 12
Kelly Godniez
July 13
Natalie Gaik & Isaac Henderson
July 15
Quincy Hrasky & Bobbie Sainz
July 18
Linaya Kolke
July 20
Justine Pearson & Charlotte Bowen
July 25
Jill Mason
Dale Shaw
Hayleigh Saavedra
Maria Carroll

July 26

Gavin Johnson
Rusty Briel
Henry Schoenherr
Kolten Hubka
July 27
Phil Pelzman
Jennifer Thompson
Richard Gothard
July 29
Ralph Peters
July 30
William Wertz
Cody Mintle
Philip Helge
“Happy Anniversary” to the following members who were married
in July:
July 2
Matt and Rebecca Gaballe
July 9
Marty and Kimberly Rasmussen
July 12
Joel and Kristie Naber
July 13
Tom and Joyce Fisher
Brock and Kimberly Wolff
July 16
David and Connie Mitchie
July 17
Jerry and Beth Shroff
July 18
Rusty and Penny Briel
July 20
Steve and Debbie Nixon
Mohsen and Joan Parhizkar
July 25
Roger and Sarah Brown
July 30
Bob and Sue Dragan
Richard and D’Lorah Gothard

(Please let the church office know if we missed your special day)
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God Cares About You
June 2021
Join Us for Lunch!
Welcome Back Barbeque –Thursday June 3
Father’s Day Celebration –Thursday June 17
4th of July Barbeque
–Thursday July 8
Kathy Kenna is the new Mission Treasurer – Thank You Kathy!!
“O Give Thanks unto the Lord for He is
Good” Psalm 136:1
Gratitude is a Biblical Virtue. God calls us to be
thankful to those who help us. The Churches and
people who donate to our Mission certainly deserve
our appreciation.
This can come in many forms, such as a Thrivent
meal sponsored this month by Eunice
Hoeft, supporters from congregation and others for
making our Annual fundraising plant sale a huge
success over Mother's Day weekend. Hygiene kits
were made up and donated by 4th Grade students at Christ Lutheran School and also by Immanuel church.
We had several people getting new shoes. One woman in particular had used kids shoe on, covered only half
her foot, she was shuffling along trying to keep them on. I had her come in and sit while we fitted her with
new shoes. She was teary eyed and was showing them off to everyone. What a reward to see such happiness.
We want to thank everyone for their generous support. Every contribution and donation helps. We make a
difference together.
Ralph Hughes
Mission Chair

Volunteer Info: Penny Briel penny.briel@gmail.com 505-377-8494
Donate: Mail Check To: Christ Lutheran Church & School
7701 Candelaria Rd NE
Albuquerque, NM 87110
Note - God Cares About You on the memo line

Website: Chr istabq.or g – Donate – Use “God Cares About You” line.

Please consider helping Catherine Wertz earn her Girl Scout Silver Award. Her goal is to
make over-night packs for foster children that are getting assigned to a new home. She is
collecting donations of toiletries, deodorants, Chapsticks, hair brushes/combs,
small flashlights and batteries, hand sanitizers, facemasks, pajamas, socks,
pacifiers, sippy cups and infant sleepers, along with Crayons, coloring books,
markers, small journals or notepads, card games or small handheld games. Through the month
of June there will be a box in the Narthex to drop off any donations. Thank you!

CHRIST CHRONICLE

PAGE 8

Summer Sunday School
Summer Sunday
School for children
(ages 3– fifth grade)
will resume on June
6th during the
Sunday School hour
(9:45-10:45). We
will meet in the
Kindergarten room this summer and have some
outdoor fun on the playground while we learn about
the Fruits of the Spirit! If you are available to teach
one of the Sundays in June, July, or August, please
contact Lishelle Burmeister to sign up
(llburmeister@msn.com or 505-301-5358).

Tuesday Men's Bible
Study - 6:00 AM
“John’s Letters”
Discovering Genuine
Christianity
Join Us!!
ZOOM or In Person
Contact: Al Koschmann
akoschmann@yahoo.com

*Small Group is on recess for the summer*
Book Discussion

Happy Father’s Day
to all Fathers and
Fatherly Figures
that impact our
lives!

“Encounters with Jesus”
Unexpected Answers
to Life’s
Biggest Questions
By NY Times Best
Selling Author
Timothy Keller

Church Office Summer Hours
Monday: 9 a.m.—3 p.m.
Tuesday: 9 a.m.—12 p.m.
Wednesday: 9 a.m.—3 p.m.
Thursday: 9 a.m.—12 p.m.
Friday: 9 a.m.—3 p.m.
School Office Summer Hours
Monday through Thursday from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. and
Friday 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Both offices are closed on the weekend
Please do not hesitate to call ahead of time if you
need to stop by

Join Us!! Via Zoom or
In Person
Saturday July 17 – 6:00
Al & Marcia
Koschmann
Contact: akoschmann@yahoo.com

Christ Lutheran Chronicle
The Chronicle is published for members and friends of Christ Lutheran Church & School. News items and articles
are due in the church office on the 15th of the month prior to the month in which you wish to be published. Your
submission may be edited for content or length. Thank you for your participation and cooperation!
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3. Open for a volunteer that’s available to fill in

2. Phil Pelzman will arrange and coordinate.

NOTES: 1. No set schedule. If at a service and can volunteer, please do so.
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SHARING GOD'S LOVE WITH ALL HIS CHILDREN,
CHRIST!
WHILE GROWING TOGETHER IN
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