CHrisT LUTHERAN

CHURCH & SCHoOL

M A STEPHEN MINISTRY CONGREGATION

“Sharing God'’s love with all His children, while growing together in Christ.”

www.christabq.org
August | 2022

14
There 18 o deadon
A TIME FOR EVERY b
ACTIVITY UNDER HEA

From the Congregational
Chairman | Page 2

il AN

FROM PASTOR ERIC

I have almost survived my first summer in
Albuquerque. It wasn’t as hot as I feared and
these mysterious contraptions you call

“swamp coolers” are quite effective. My
family has also settled into our new home and

From the Principal | Page 3

From Stewardship and
Celebrations | Page 4

From Stephen Ministry | Page 5

Raise Right | Page 6 city quite well, and I only occasionally need
my phone to give me directions. There is a lot
GCAY | Page 7 to be grateful for.
R As summer winds down and the start of the
From the Music Director | Page 8 new school year looms, I've been thinking
o about rhythms and seasons. Life leading up
Year of Highlights | Page 9-10 to the summer was chaos. Then summer

came and life slowed down. I suspect that,
come mid-August, life is going to rocket
ahead of me.

The writer of Ecclesiastes says that, “For
everything there is a season, and a time for
every matter under heaven.” Or maybe that
was the The Byrds. It was definitely one of
The Worship Schedule and those. Anyway, thinking about life in terms of
Calendar are included in the last seasons can be really helpful for two reasons.
pages of this newsletter
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“Off budget”...these are things happening here at Christ
Lutheran that Pastor Groeling and I used to smile, and be
filled with joy seeing God doing within our family of faith...
and now Pastor Eric and I are seeing the same abundance!
It is truly amazing to see God at work.

This really hit me as I prepared for our annual congregation
meeting, and then, even more during the meeting. Before
the meeting, as I was preparing the celebrations of what God
was doing in our Church and School. I realized that the
majority of them were “off budget”. You can see these
celebrations on page 9 of this newsletter - they are truly
amazing.

Then I realized it even more during our Congregation
Meeting when we were discussing our mission offerings to
the Matzke’s that we had put on budget during the pandemic
that we were now moving back “off budget”.

We were doing so because our Sunday School and Sunday
Bible Class offerings have gone to the Matzke’s for a really
long time and have always been not part of the budget.
When in the pandemic, and we worshiped online, without
Sunday Bible Classes, we put a place for the Matzke’s into
the budget so we could continue to give. Now we are able to
give at the same levels but we are back to giving “off
budget” as our Bible and Sunday School Classes are back
going in full swing.

This is evident throughout our Church and School. One of the
most evident places is with our Board of Human Care. We
budget our Stephen Ministry within it, but otherwise our
Human Care budget is $250 a year...$250 and they don’t
spend it.

Yet, “off budget” our Board of Human Care is responsible for
collecting thousands of dollars worth of items given out at
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and throughout the year. You name
it, turkeys to socks and underwear, all given to people in
need “off budget.”

Our quilters quilt “off budget.” Our food pantry is supported
“off budget”. God Cares About You receives all kinds of
support “off budget”. Our Fellowship Meals almost every
week collect for different services, and needs, “off budget.”
The list goes on and on.

Even though we have an annual budget of about 1.5 million
dollars, so much more is given “off budget.” The reality
though “off budget” is really “in addition to budget”.

(Continued on Page 6)
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Those of you who know me, know of my beloved Chihuahua, Skippy Jon Jones. He is
not long for this world. Skippy Jon is 15+ years. He has diabetes, is going blind, and
struggles to move around from place to place. In March, he happened to be sliding
down the dog ramp from my bed, to the floor, when suddenly he started screaming.
Yes, it was dog screaming. I jumped up and ran around to the bottom of the bed and
tried to pick him up. Turns out, his foot had slid off the ramp, and got stuck between
the bed and the ramp as his full body weight drove him deep into the crevice. I was
yelling as he was screaming as I scooped him up and tried to rescue him. He was
terrified, and he turned and bit my wrist. And let me say, it was like something on
TV. He bit down 4-5 times in succession between screams. When I realized that I
couldn't pick him up without moving the ramp, I set him back down, and moved the
ramp. As I set him down, he got another breath, and turned to bite me several times
again. After moving the ramp and trying not to drop him, I got a hold of him, and he
turned and bit several times for the third time. After holding him close to me for a
moment, the cavalry rushed into the bedroom (Marty and Noah), to see him
whimpering in my arms as they bled.

Three hours at the ER gave me much time to think. I wasn't the slightest bit mad or
upset with Skippy. I could clearly see that he was terrified, and didn't know what he
was doing. Even though he hurt me, my love for him never wavered. And somehow, I
can see how that's just like God and us. In a sense, we get scared and lash out and
"bite" Him, and still His love for us never wavers. What a comforting thought.

My prayer for you this month is that you can trust in the Lord, bite him less, and rejoice
in the knowledge that He loves you no matter what!

Together In Christ,
SCHOOL NEWS CHRlST

Kimberly Rasmussen

—  Ice Cream Social on August ngﬂg%‘}_”
3rd from 6:30-8 p.m. Invite
a friend interested in our
school and bring your school
supplies to drop off at your new
classroom.

—  School supplies can be found on our
website at clsabg.com

—  We are welcoming a new 1st grade
teacher this year: Mrs. Linda Martinez

—  Mrs. Kimery Doyle (5th grade teacher)
will be commissioned as a called
worker on August 7th.

—  Mrs. Sainz has moved to 7th grade.

—  The First Day of School is August
16th.

—  Parent Night—August 31st at 3:45
p.m. &5 p.m.




“Everyone who
listens to these =0

words of mine and :
facts on them will be
tlike a wise man who
built his house on

2020-2022 CAPTIAL CAMPAIGN

In the spring of 2020, we faced the critical need
to replace the school and church roofs -
significant leaks, especially in our school. Fast
forward to the monsoon season of 2022 - NO
LEAKS!

Thanks to your support of this campaign, we
were able to replace both roofs and do minor
repairs to the Parish Hall. Our campaign began
in October 2020 with a goal of $200,000. And
despite the pandemic, as of June 30th, we've
raised over $185,000.

The campaign will conclude on September 30th.
Some still have an outstanding commitment on
their original pledge. With those donations and
any additional input from unpledged
contributors to the “Roof Fund,” we hope to
meet our original goal.

Again, thanks to all for making this campaign a
success.

Tom Hebblewhite, Board of Stewardship

M
Christ Lutheran Chronicle

The Christ Chronicle is published for members and friends
of Christ Lutheran Church & School. News items and
articles are due in the church office on the 15th of the
month prior to the month in which you wish to be
published. Your submission may be edited for content or
length. Thank you for your participation and cooperation!
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“Happy Birthday” to the following
members who were born in August:

Aug 1 Martha Stewart

Aug 2 Lawrence Brose

Aug 4 Doug Bickel
Ezekiel Earl
Collin Schneider

Aug 6 Matthew Helge

Aug 7 Debbie Yocky

Aug 9 Erin Mintle

Aug 11 Nancy Klein

Aug 13 Debbie Nixon
Shelby Vering
Ted Paulat

Aug 14 Kyla Mintle

Aug 17 Lee Ackermann

Aug 18 Sally Goar .

Aug 19 Susan Oppel
Kirstin Dykstra

Aug 24 Jacob Rasmussen
Matthew Sainz

Aug 25 Jeff Bowen

Aug 28 Frank Modglin
Pastor Eric Robinson

Aug 29 Glen Postenrieder
Gordon Postenrieder

Aug 30 Brayden Lund
Tatiana Skelton

Aug 31 Jerry Kolke

Kaidyn Lowe
“Happy Anniversary” to the
following members who were
married in August:

Aug 1 Roger & Julie Holt
Aug 3 Lawrence & Mary
Brose
Aug 11 David & Julie Henderson
Aug 12 Craig & Judy Carter
Aug 20 Doug & Pamelia Rickers
Aug 21 Larry & Sandra Barton
David & Carolyn Clark
Aug 23 John & Diane Ivey
Aug 25 Sumner & Laticia Guyer
Aug 30 Michael & Kris Donahue

(Please let the church office know if we
missed your special date)



I Will Listen by Donna from Dallas Texas

(A hymn sung to the tune “"Come Thou
Fount of Every Blessing)

If you cannot speak like angels,
If you cannot preach like Paul,
Can you listen to another?

Can you listen to it all?

Will you listen, will you listen;
Will you hear the Savior’s call?
Will you listen to another?

Will you listen to it all?

Though I cannot speak like angels,
Though I do not preach like Paul,

I can listen to another.

I can listen to it all.

I will listen, I will listen;

I will hear my Savior’s call.

I will listen to another;

I will listen to it all.
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In the crisis of another,

Can you hear the Savior’s call?
Can you focus on their feelings?
Can you listen to it all?

I will listen, I will listen;

I will hear my Savior’s call.

I will focus on their feelings;

I will listen to it all.

If there’s someone who must tell you
Of a stumbling, or a fall,

Can you listen without judging?

Can you listen to it all?

I will listen, I will listen;

I will hear my Savior’s call.

I will listen without judging,

I will listen to it all.

If you would like to request a Stephen Minister, please contact David Yocky at 505-553-
3162. David works during the days but will return your call sometime after 4:30pm.

Leslie Helge

First, when it's a rough season, it really helps to know that it is most likely temporary.
Like when the papers were signed, we closed on our house, and then came the
purgatory that is major home repairs and renovations, it helped to know that, one way
or another, this would not be for the rest of our lives. Second, when the season is
good/slow/easy/sweet, it helps to know that it is likewise temporary. That way we
might have the wisdom to take in the moment, enjoy it to the fullest, and appreciate it

for what it is.

So now that activities are about to start ramping up around here, and I suspect that
for many of you, your pace of life will change a bit, what kind of season are you about

to enter?

Pastor Eric Robinson



(Formerly known as Shop with SCRIP)

Our Fundraising for the month of
June...... we sold $22,283.33 worth of gift
cards

We earned $897.67 dollars of Fundraising
money that went to these Distribution
groups.

There was $425.14 that went to the
Church and School Technology Fund.

— Deficit Reduction Fund received $61.17
with 8 families participating

— School Scholarship Fund received
$27.14 with 7 families participating

— School Tuition we distributed $229.79
with 14 families participating

— School Playground Fund received
$28.20 with 4 families participating

— Church and School Roof Loan received
$10.27 with 3 families participating

— Youth Accounts received $33.72 with 3
families participating

— God Cares About You Mission received
$11.37 with 4 families participating

— Technology we distributed $425.14
with 47 families participating, some
families put all their distribution
towards Technology.

So correct me next time I talk about our

August | 2022
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Some numbers to think about ~~~ Let's
round the rebates to $800 per month and
the participants to 50, if we had 100
participating we would make roughly
$1,600 a month!! IN REBATES!! Just think
if we doubled that to 200 (we have 160 in
school and 250 in church) we would make
$3,200 in one month!! IN REBATES!! That

church and school!

I would like to understand why YOU??
don't participate in this Fundraiser??? If
you could stop by and talk to us about
why you are not considering helping the
church and school earning $38,400 a
year????

You can order cards online right onto your
phone (no excuses!) (call Karen Kolke ~
206-0906) if you want help setting it up.

Shop the brands you love

Earn for the organization
you love

Karen Kolke

4 fbf-

congregation and school giving “off budget”. It is
not “off budget” it is “in addition to budget”.

God is doing amazing things with some pretty
special people here at Christ Lutheran Church and
School. I feel blessed to be a part of it. Let’s
keep our minds and hearts focused on God’s will
and continue to do things “off”, I mean “in
addition to” our budget needs.

God’s Peace,

MY GOD WILL MEET

off youy veedf

o

ACCORDING TO THE
OF HIS GLORY IN

Jerry Shroff
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} God
Eares
/ G¥oon
Uem
HOT—Summer News!

What the heat?! I mean, what’s up with this heck?! These summer temperatures have
some of us crossing our I's and dotting our T's. But would we rather be anywhere else?
No, because knowing God has us in the right place affirms we are walking with Jesus
Christ.

At God Cares About You, this summer, we've been welcoming visitors seeking refuge
and sanity from the heat. Stopping by for a cup of cold drink, they stay to peruse the
clothes table, sit to have a bite, or stand to share a verse from scripture. Made possible
by everyone’s contributions to the Mission, they leave saying, "Thank you.” So, thank
you for allowing us to serve our brothers and sisters in the International District.

In August, as the existential heat continues, we have our Back-to-School event on
Saturday, 6th. A cookout party is accompanied by a back-pack and school supplies
distribution. This provides a great opportunity for families to register for our Saturday
Children’s Ministry. Two weeks later, on August 20th, come by our GCAY booth at
the 8th Annual Giving Back Event at Mesa Verde Park (8098 Marquette Ave NE
Albuquerque, NM 87108)

For any questions, please call, email or visit our website at godcaresaboutyou.com
A Thank you to EVERYONE for your continued support and generosity.

P.S. — the Jardin of Eatin’ needs harvesting! Stop by and pick a tomato or green chile.

GERMAN
MONTIEL

GCAY Director
PH: 505.377.2756

EM:
godcaresaboutyouabq
@gmail.com

GCAY BOARD
MEMEBERS:

Al Koschmann, CLC

. o Bonnie Conrad,
Adios, y Amen! Immanuel

"Fs

Jim Kunkle, Calvary

German Montiel Reverend J.
Heffelfinger
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On Eagles’ Wings is the theme for our 2022-2023 But those who HOPE

school year based on Isaiah 40:31. in t!ne Lord will renew
But they who wait for the Lord shall renew their their STRENGTH.
strength; they shall mount up with wings like They will soar on wings

eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they
shall walk and not faint.

These are encouraging words as the summer they will walk and
winds down and it is time to get “geared up” for not be faint
another school year and year of special church -
music choirs. I will trust in God’s promise! - Isaiah 40:31

Our wonderful church choir of a very faithful

eleven is dwindling to a group of the magnificent

seven, due to people moving from Albuquerque. We need some additional voices! Won't
you consider joining us? We practice each Wednesday (beginning after Labor Day in
September) in the sanctuary (no flights of stairs involved) at 7 p.m. for about an hour.
Wednesdays are very good because you can come for dinner at our Fellowship Meal and
then stay for choir. No cooking or dishes for you that evening possibly, at least not at
your own house. All we need is your lovely voice!

like eagles; they will

R U N and not grow weary,

Bell choir could use additional members
OTHER ANNOUNCEMENTS as well. We could use all three octaves

of our bells if we add a few more

FALL SUNDAY SCHOOL people. The bell choir meets in the
_ balcony on Monday evenings 7-8 p.m.
The Fall quarter for the children’s Sunday beginning September 12. You don’t

School program will begin on September 4™.  have to know how to read music. If you
We are excited to use a new curriculum titled can count to 4, sometimes 6, you
Simply Loved. We are in need of three adults should be able to be an asset to the bell

to be our crew leaders. Please see Lishelle choir.
Burmeister if you have any questions or would see Beth Shroff if you have any
like to volunteer! questions about joining our choir or bell

choir, or talk to people you know who
HONOR CIRCLE might already be members. They will
Ladies, we will be meeting the second terlll_lyou Wle enJc;%/ fun aﬂdtﬁ“tOWSh'ﬁ

: : . while we learn the music that we share
Thursday in August at Sunny. S.'de LIp (CEIRS. F during our worship services. It is good
you are 55 and older please join us! August

to sing and make music to our
11th at 11:45 a.m. awesome God!

THURSDAY BIBLE CLASS As the new school year begins, pray for

all teachers and students as we are
We have completed our study on Psalms and given opportunities to spread the

will be starting the book of Hebrews from The Gospel message of God’s love and
People’s Bible August 4th. Please join us as grace!

Rev. Groeling leads this study Thursday

mornings from 9:30 a.m.—11:00 a.m. in Beth Shroff
person and online.



As we went into our M&M 22 in August las
year, we went into a time of uncertainty.
Our Pastor Neal Groeling was retiring to
take care of some health concerns. We
were going into a time of vacancy. We
were slowly coming out of a pandemic. It
was a time for concern and prayer.

...and now it is a time to celebrate, still in
prayer, for all the good that God has done
with our ministry in the last year, and the
opportunities and challenges that are
before us.

SOME HIGHLIGHTS

— We celebrated Pastor Neal Groeling
& family in August

— We stayed together during our 7
month vacancy

— We welcomed Pastor Eric Robinson
& family in February

— Our school experienced record K-8
enrollment reaching as many as
171 students

— Through July our general offerings
matched last year (up $123)

— Our School Income (K-8) was up
$85,497

— Our Pre-School Income was up
$81,590

— Hosted LWML District Convention

— GCAY received a $98,000 Grant
from LWML to hire executive
director, and another grant this
year to hire summer interns next
year

— German Montiel called as executive
director of GCAY

— $7,000 was donated to children’s
ministry at GCAY by Corley Cup

— We received over $230,000 in
grants to support pre-school,

August | 2022
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improve playgrounds, build security
wall, update school website and
support our teachers

Kim Rasmussen awarded
Administrator of the Year for the
Rocky Mountain District

Electronic sign was purchased and
installed

A shade structure was put on
playground and new wood chips
brought in

A new playground for pre-school
has been ordered and funded with
grants

Our capital campaign has raised
approximately $185,000 of
$200,000 goal for new roofs and
strengthening our endowments
New security gates and privacy wall
on north campus were installed
Parish Hall exterior painted by Pro-
Pipe Crew

Received $150,000 from Yvonne
Damerow estate and approximately
$70,000 from Rood Estate for
endowments, Mission & Ministry,
GCAY, and memorial accounts

We held a successful VBS with help
of many volunteers and leadership
of church secretary Janine Morford
In the process of installing 4 new
air conditioning units for pre-school
Anne McBrayer became our new
bookkeeper and Jessica Nixon as
Treasurer

Rev. David Clark commissioned as
a Stephen Leader

Celebrated multiple baptisms in
church and school

Waylon, Gerson, and Regan were
confirmed

Stephen Ministry active, inside and
outside our church community

Bell Choir, Choir, and Joyful Noise
enhancing our worship

Three Adult Bible Studies, Sunday
School, and Youth Sunday Bible
studies

(Continued on next page)



— Men’s Bible Study, Thursday Bible
Study, Thursday Small Group,
Women’s Guild Bible Studies during
the week

— Honor Circle started back up

— Our African Community Worship
Services Every Sunday

MISSIONS, SERVICE, HUMAN

CARE CELEBRATIONS

— $15,000 in Mission support to
Helge’s Easter European Mission

— Supported Matzke’s with M&M and
Sunday School Gifts

— Supported Tim Norton & Navajo
Mission

— GCAY Back to School Backpacks
(50)

— GCAY Saturday Tutoring

— GCAY growing from 2/3 day to full
time mission

— Hygiene kits from School for GCAY

— Plant Sale support for GCAY

— GCAY Sock Drive

— Quilters are quilting

— Gamblers Anonymous meet weekly

— Thanksgiving boxed collected and
distributed

— LWML Make & Bake Sale

— Corn Hole Tournaments assisting
LVR

Youth

— Monthly Game Night/Activities

— Back to School Bash

— Luminaria Fundraiser

— Christmas wrapping

— Chili Cook Off & Talent Show

— Four went to International Youth
Gathering

SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS

— Sustained high growth in K-8 and
Pre-School throughout year

— 6 & 7 Grade LVR Retreat

— Christmas Jubilee

— Spring & Fall Concerts

— Fall Festival

August | 2022
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— Art Show

— $1,280 raised and boxes shipped
for Operation Christmas Child

— February Open House

— Field Day

— Graduations Pre-K, Kindergarten,
8th Grade

— Celebrations every day

FELLOWSHIP

— Fellowship Meals started back up—
fellowship & service fundraiser
meals

— School Staff Meal

— GCAY

— PTL Thanksgiving

— Youth

— African Community

— School Board

— Ash Wednesday Pancake

— Soup ‘N Pie

— Octoberfest

— VBS Chicken Dinner

— Many others

— Ladies Luau & Meat, Meat, Meat

— Chili Cook Off

— Bunco Nights

— 4th of July Picnic

— Isotopes Game

All of this, but most importantly we
worshipped together, prayed together,
communed together.

We celebrated together, grieved
together, suffered together, and
rejoiced together.

These are just some of the many
things we celebrate today of what god
has done in our family of faith this
past Mission & Ministry year.

God is good all the time! How He
continues to bless us! Let us grow
together, worship together, and serve
together as He uses us in this lifetime
to grow His Kingdom and we celebrate
and look forward to being in His
Kingdom of eternity.
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Christ Lutheran Church and School

7701 Candelaria Road NE

Albuquerque, NM 87110

Return Service Requested

CHRIST
LUTHERAN
CHURCH &

SCHOOL

CHRONICLE
August Newsletter

Sunday Worship
8:15& 11 a.m.

Sunday Bible Classes:
9:45 a.m.

“"He who dwells
in the shelter
of the most
High will abide
in the shadow
of the
Almighty.”

Psalm 91:1

SHARING GOD'S LOVE

WITH ALL HIS CHILDREN,

WHILE GROWING
TOGETHER IN CHRIST!

Phone: (505) 884-3876
e-mail: admin@christabg.org
Web page: christabq.org

A STEPHEN MINISTRY
CONGREGATION

OUR STAFF:
Pastor Eric Robinson, Pastor
Beth Shroff, Director of Music

Janine Morford, Church
Secretary

Anne McBrayer, Bookkeeper
Jeff Bowen, Custodian

SCHOOL STAFF:
Kim Rasmussen, Principal

Cresta Combs & Lisa Hatchell,
School Secretaries

Leslie Lowe, 2 Year Old
Teacher

Hayleigh Saavedra, P3
Preschool Lead Teacher

Breanna Hitchcock, Pre-K
Laticia Guyer, 3 Day Pre-K

Lishelle Burmeister,
Kindergarten

Linda Martinez, 1st Grade
Krista Stephens, 2nd Grade
Julie Henderson, 3rd Grade
Sarah Nixon, 4th Grade
Kimery Doyle, 5th Grade
Tallie Schroeder, 6th Grade
Tanya Sainz, 7th Grade
Deon Haas, 8th Grade



