
 

Shawna Groff, 

North Penn High School 
 
Hi there! My name is Shawna 

Groff, and I am the new Autistic 

Support teacher at North Penn 

High School.  As a 2005 graduate 

myself, I am super excited to  

return to my alma mater!  I  

graduated from West Chester 

University in 2009 with a  

bachelor’s degree in special  

education and elementary  

education.  Then in 2014, I  

received my masters degree from 

Saint Joseph’s University in special education along with 

an autism endorsement and certification in the Wilson 

Reading Program.  

 

For the past seven years, I have been an Autistic Support 

teacher at both the middle school and high school level in 

the School District of Philadelphia.  In addition, I worked 

as an assistant and teacher in North Penn’s elementary 

ESY program for several years.  Aside from teaching, my 

other passion in life is being a mom.  I married my college 

sweetheart, who teaches physical education for the School 

District of Philadelphia, and we have two children,  

Benjamin and Grace, and our puppy, Penny. 

 

 

 

Kerri Morris, 

Hatfield Elementary  
 
Hello, my name is Kerri Morris, 

and I am the new school  

psychologist at Hatfield  

Elementary. I am so excited to be 

joining North Penn School  

District and the Hatfield  

Elementary team! I received my 

Bachelor's degree in Psychology 

at Penn State University and my 

Masters Degree and Certificate of 

Advanced Study in School Psychology from East Carolina 

University. For the past 8 years, I have been a school 

psychologist in Chichester School District.  My husband 

and I welcomed our son just over a year ago, and he 

makes life an adventure every day! I am a huge sports 

fan, a history enthusiast, and an avid reader.  

Welcome New Special Education and Student Services Staff! 

Nina Fenstermaker, 

North Wales Elementary 
 

Hello fellow NP colleagues!!  My 

name is Nina Fenstermaker.  Ever 

since I was in third grade, I always 

knew I wanted to make a difference 

in the lives of children.  I graduated 

from Bloomsburg University with a 

BS in Elementary and Special  

Education.  I began my career  

working with high school youth with 

emotional and behavior  

disabilities.  After moving to  

Maryland, I continued working with 

K-5 students with a variety of  

disabilities.  I have a passion for 

inclusion and believe that all  

students should be taught at a high standard.   

 

I hold a Level II certification with Wilson Reading System 

and am a Wilson-Fundations program trainer.  I also have 

a passion for leading change and developing teacher   

capacity.  I recently graduated from Towson University 

with a Master’s in Educational Leadership.  I will be en-

tering my tenth year as an educator at North Wales  

Elementary School.  My husband and I have two children; 

Emma (2 years old) and Nicholas (2 months old).  We  

enjoy time with family and friends, traveling, eating out, 

and experiencing new things!    

 

 

Tish Strupczewski, 

Bridle Path  

Elementary  
 

Tish Strupczewski has been a 

special education teacher for 

nine years. Most recently, she 

taught at Franklin Towne 

Charter Elementary as a 

learning support teacher. She 

enjoys helping students build 

their confidence and self-esteem as they continue to 

grow and learn, and she’s very excited to have the op-

portunity to do that at Bridle Path Elementary.  Tish 

earned her Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees at St.  

Joseph’s University. She started drinking coffee 22 

months ago, which is about the same time she and her 

husband had their son, Charlie.  

 

 



 

 

Rick Smith, 

North Penn High School 

 
Hi, my name is Rick 

Smith and I am  

entering my 8th year 

as a Special  

Education Teacher. 

Prior to North Penn 

I was a Special Edu-

cation Teacher at 

Methacton High 

School for 7 years. I 

attended Holy  

Family University 

where I earned my undergraduate degree in Special  

Education and then received my masters of  

Education from Gratz University. I have been the 

head Boy’s lacrosse coach at North Penn High school 

for the past 6 years. I love spending time with my 

family and coaching. I have three awesome children 

Mason, Carter & Riley. My wife Kim is a North Penn 

graduate. I look forward to working with my  

colleagues and being a positive role model for the 

students of North Penn School District.   

 

 

Michele Weller, 

Nash Elementary 
 

My name is Michele Weller 

and I've been a school  

psychologist for the past  

seven years. I obtained both 

my Masters and Educational 

Specialist degrees from Phil-

adelphia College of  

Osteopathic Medicine 

(PCOM).  I started my career within the Radnor 

Township School District and spent the last five years 

working for the Delaware County Intermediate Unit 

(DCIU) within nonpublic schools. For the last three 

years, I have also been the Director of Continuing 

Education for the Delaware County Association for 

School Psychologists (DCASP) where I help  

coordinate professional development trainings for 

school psychologists. I am also a certified Youth Men-

tal Health First Aid (YMHFA) Trainer. I am very 

family oriented and am married with two amazing 

little girls—Avelina (age 6) and Levianna (age 2). An 

interesting fact about me is that I enjoy Mud Runs—

I’ve done the Warrior Dash, Spartan Race, and the 

Tough Mudder in recent years. I am so grateful to be 

joining the North Penn School District team. I look 

forward to meeting and working with many of you as 

we begin this school year. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Erin Schmitz, 

York Avenue Elementary 
 

Hi! My name is Erin Schmitz and 

this will be my first year teaching in 

North Penn School District. I am so 

excited about the opportunity to not 

only work at North Penn but espe-

cially York Avenue Elementary! I 

graduated from West Chester  

University in 2011 with a degree in 

Special Education. I have been 

teaching special education for 4 years in a variety of settings, 

including a middle school life skills class as well as multiple 

inclusion learning support elementary classrooms. Throughout 

my teaching experiences, I have grown a strong passion and 

commitment to my students and special education, which is 

what drove me to pursue this position at North Penn. I plan on 

continuing my education this fall to pursue a master’s degree 

in educational leadership and administration. I could not be 

happier or more excited to be given this amazing opportunity 

and begin the next step in my educational career.  

 

 

Christine Riggio, 

Pennfield Middle School 
 

After receiving my Bachelors Degree in Music from the 

University of Hartford, I toured for a year across the Unit-

ed States and overseas to Asia performing in the musical 

production of Peter Pan. Upon my return to the states, I 

decided to pursue another passion, working with children. 

While acquiring my Certification in Elementary Education 

from Immaculata University, I taught preschool and 

trained middle and high school students in the areas of 

drama, music, and dance.   

 

Before coming to NPSD, I worked for the Avon Grove  

Charter School in West Grove, PA from 2003-2009 while 

obtaining my masters in Special Education In 2010, I  

transitioned from teaching in the classroom to working as 

the Special Education Director at the charter school. In 

addition to teaching at AGCS, I followed my passion for the 

theatre and staged five musicals from 2003-2008 at the 

school.  During the past four years, I worked at Strath  

Haven High School in Wallingford, PA teaching the READ 

180 program and special education. One of my favorite  

activities at SHHS was working with the Diversity  

Trainers. Currently, I am pursuing my Reading Specialist 

Certification and Wilson Reading Certification at St.  

Joseph's University. 

 
 



Marissa Beatrice, 

Inglewood Elementary 

 
My name is Marissa Beatrice and I am 

a Special Education teacher at Ingle-

wood Elementary.   I graduated from 

Holy Family University in 2013 with 

my degree in Elementary and Special 

Education.  I will return to HFU this 

fall to receive my Master’s Degree in Special Education Ad-

vanced Practice. Last year, I taught at Laboratory Charter 

School in Philadelphia. Outside of school, I work closely with 

the Autism Cares Foundation and Make A Wish Foundation.  I 

love to spend time with my husband and 7 month old baby boy, 

Nicholas.  I look forward to a wonderful year at North Penn! 

 

Michael Ramsteck, 

North Penn High School 
 
My name is Michael Ramsteck and I am very 

excited to join the North Penn School District 

community.  I will be serving as a school  

psychologist at North Penn High School.   

Prior to working at North Penn, I served as a 

long-term substitute at Souderton Area 

School District and an intern/contractor in 

Radnor School District.  I am currently  

studying for my Doctoral degree at the  

Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine, 

where I completed my Master’s and Educa-

tional Specialist certification.  Prior to  

working as a school psychologist, I worked in the Wraparound 

field providing behavioral therapy to children with Autism  

Spectrum Disorders and their families.  Originally from Long 

Island, NY, I moved to Philadelphia for college about 10 years 

ago and never really left.  I love exploring the city, traveling, 

cooking and spending time with friends and family.     

 

 

Stephanie Kulp, 

District Permanent Per  

Diem Substitute 
 

My name is Stephanie Kulp and I am a 

Special Education PPD for North Penn 

School District. I graduated from North 

Penn in 2011, and then I continued on to 

Millersville University. In December of 

2015, I graduated from Millersville with 

a Bachelor’s of Science in Education com-

pleting a Dual Certification in Special 

Education PreK-8 and Early Childhood Education PreK-4. In 

April of last school year, I started as a Long-term Substitute at 

the high school in Multiple Disabilities Support, an assignment 

which I completed at the beginning of this school year. I also 

had the opportunity to teach for North Penn’s Extended School 

Year this past summer. An interesting fact about me is that I 

played softball for 17 years, including for North Penn and Mil-

lersville. I am very excited to join such a wonderful school  

district! 

 

 

Naomi Barrett, 

Oak Park Elementary 
 
Hello! I am so excited to be joining the North Penn team 

as the new School Psychologist at Oak Park Elementary.  

Born and raised in Canada, I earned a Bachelor’s Degree 

in Kindergarten and Elementary Education, as well as a 

Master’s Degree in Educational Psychology (Special/

Inclusive Education) at McGill 

University in Montreal,  

Quebec. Most recently, I  

received a certification in 

School Psychology from  

Eastern University in St.  

Davids, PA, and completed my 

internship with NPSD. As a 

teacher for seven years, I 

taught General Education, 

Special Education, and English 

and French as a Second Language in Canada, England 

and in the United States. My husband, Pierre, and I have 

been married for almost twelve years, and we have two 

smart and silly boys, Benjamin and Nicholas. My favorite 

thing in the world is spending time with my family, and I 

like to read, run and cook. I also love to bake and share 

sweet treats! I look forward to a rewarding school year.   

 

   

 

Alyssa Ludy, 

Pennfield Middle & 

York Avenue Elem. 
 

I am thrilled to be working 

as the school psychologist at 

York Avenue Elementary 

School and Pennfield Middle 

School.  I received my  

Bachelor’s Degree in  

psychology from East 

Stroudsburg University in 

2010.  I then spent time working as a TSS throughout 

Montgomery, Chester, and Berks Counties and later 

went on to do Applied Behavioral Analysis with the Early 

Intervention population in the city of Philadelphia, while 

attending graduate school.  I earned my Master’s Degree/

School Psychologist Certification from Eastern University 

in 2016, after interning and working for two school dis-

tricts in Delaware County.  I love working with children 

of all ages and have really enjoyed my time spent with 

faculty and students thus far at North Penn!  In my free 

time I like to ski, spend time at our family shore house in 

New Jersey, and play with our dogs—my “fur children!” 

 
 



Jennifer Gosser, 

Montgomery  

Elementary 

 
Hi, My name is Jennifer Gosser. I 

am a new member of the Special 

Education team at Montgomery 

Elementary as the Co-teacher for 

5th grade. I grew up in Hatboro 

and went to Temple University for 

Elementary Education/Early 

Childhood.  I was a substitute with 

the North Penn School District almost 10 years ago, but 

then I took a job with the Philadelphia School District for 

the past 8 years.  I was a model classroom teacher for the 

Children’s Literacy Initiative.  I later went back to  

Temple to complete my Special Education certificate, and 

received my certificate in Middle Years Science as well.   

I have 2 beautiful daughters, Avery and Ariella (ages 4 & 

2), and my husband is also a teacher at Neshaminy High 

School.  I love singing and my husband and I work for a 

wedding company on the side as well.  I’m starting my 

Masters Program this spring for Educational Leadership 

and my Principal Certificate.  I am very excited to be 

starting a new chapter in my teaching career here at 

North Penn!           

 

           

 

Megan Klementisz, 

Kulp Elementary 
             

 

My name is Megan 

Klementisz and I just entered 

my 13th year in Special Educa-

tion. After graduating from 

Gwynedd Mercy College and 

starting my career in Pennsyl-

vania, I moved to Boston. I 

taught in Massachusetts for 5 

years and obtained my Master's degree from Salem State 

University before returning home to Pennsylvania.  I 

spent 4 ½ years teaching in Pottstown, and then found 

my current role here in North Penn last January. My 

career has included teaching in grades from second to 

seventh, in both elementary and middle school buildings. 

I currently support K-6 as the full time Inclusion Facilita-

tor at Kulp. 

  

When I'm not in school, I enjoy spending time with my 

family and we are big fans of the Flyers and Eagles.  I 

have a young daughter, Ryleigh, who is growing far too 

quickly for my liking.  My husband, Bryan, was especially 

excited for me to join the staff at North Penn, as it is his 

alma mater.  While I have many hobbies, my favorite is 

playing volleyball.  

 

 

Molly McDougall, 

Oak Park Elementary 
 

Hi everyone!! My name is Molly  

McDougall and I am so excited to be 

joining the Special Education Team at 

Oak Park Elementary this year! I am a 

recent graduate of Cabrini University 

with a degree in Elementary and Special 

Education. I feel honored to be spending 

my first year of teaching in the North 

Penn School District. I am eager to get to know all of my  

students and become more acquainted with the North Penn 

School District. Here are a few fun facts about me: I am a fan of 

all the Philadelphia sports teams (Go Eagles!).  I am an avid 

reader and love to escape into a good book. I love everything 

Disney and I am lucky enough to share a birthday with Goofy!  

 

 

 

Lauren Pejka, 

Montgomery Elementary 
 

Hello! My name is Lauren Pejka and I 

cannot express how excited and blessed I 

feel to be a part of the North Penn School 

District.  I am a graduate from Temple 

University. I received my Bachelor’s de-

gree in Early Childhood Education and 

my Master’s degree in Special Education, 

concentrating in Autism Spectrum  

Disorder and Applied Behavioral  

Analysis. I also have my Reading  

Specialist Certificate.  My prior experience includes working as 

an ABA therapist, and in both fifth grade learning support, and 

autistic support. I am now the sixth grade special education co- 

teacher at Montgomery Elementary. I hope everyone has a 

great school year and I look forward to meeting and  

collaborating with all of you!  
 

 

 

 

Rita Whalen, 

Pennbrook Middle School  
 

Hello!  My name is Rita Whalen and I 

am so excited to join the staff at 

Pennbrook Middle School as an Emo-

tional Support teacher.  I have worked 

in education for the past sixteen years 

and my experiences include working 

with early childhood, elementary and 

middle school students.  I obtained both 

my undergraduate and graduate  

degrees from Holy Family University.  I 

am married to my husband Frank and we have two beautiful 

daughters, Francesca and Lucia. A fun fact about me is that I 

speak Italian fluently and have visited my family in Italy many 

times!  I am so excited and grateful to be given this wonderful 

opportunity in such an amazing school district! 

 

 

 



Jennifer Gordon, 

Inglewood Elementary 

 
My name is Jennifer Gordon, and I 

am a new Speech Language 

Pathologist working at Inglewood 

Elementary School. Previously, I 

worked at a charter school in  

Chester PA, as well as with both 

children and adults in private  

practice settings. I received my 

Bachelors of Science degree in  

Communication Sciences and Disorders from the  

Pennsylvania State University, and my Masters of Art 

degree in Speech Language Pathology from Temple  

University.  I love to travel and was able to visit Ireland, 

Scotland, and Iceland this past summer!  

 

             

Sarah Noone, 

Montgomery Elementary School 
 

Sarah is a speech-language pathologist 

who is very excited to be joining North 

Penn School District’s learning  

community. Her special areas of  

interest include language and literacy, 

childhood speech sound disorders, and 

linguistic diversity.  She received her 

Bachelor’s degree in Speech, Language, 

and Hearing Science and her Master’s 

degree in Speech-Language Pathology 

from Temple University. Go Owls! Sa-

rah is joining North Penn after completing her Clinical 

Fellowship in Speech Language Pathology in the South-

east Delco School District and her Clinical Practica at 

Lower Moreland Township School District and The  

Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia. In her free time,  

Sarah enjoys reading, traveling, hiking, cooking, and 

spending time with her family and  pets! 

 

Substitutes 
 

A warm welcome to Lauren Ruth, Guidance LTS at 

Pennbrook, Kristin Braun, substitute at Kulp, Jamie 

Conlan-Dorsey, substitute at Montgomery, and John 

Schenk, substitute at Pennbrook. 

 

New Support Staff 
 
Support staff are critical parts of our team!  We are 

pleased to welcome many new faces this school year, in-

cluding Special Education assistants,  Michele Carroll, 

Colleen Cooney, Eric Crabbe, Karoline Daly, Robert 

Grover, Stacey Lewandowski, James Lord, Ericka 

Makaron, Victoria Miniscalco, Krista Pironti, Janine 

Stoneback, Kaitlyn Wunsch, and Kim Zubriski.  We also 

welcome staff nurses, Cheryl Hall, Linda O’Rourke,  

Danielle Ruhren, and Sean Ruhren; sign language  

interpreter Nathaneal Davis, and Permanent Assistant  

Substitutes, Christina Obman and Maureen Ziegler. 
 

 

Carolyn Collins, 

Inglewood Elementary 

HI! My Name is Carolyn Collins 

and this is my second year at  

Inglewood Elementary! Last year 

I worked as an LTS, and I am 

excited to be back this school year 

and to be working with the  

fabulous staff and students at 

Inglewood. Growing up, I  

attended Montgomery Elementary 

and Pennbrook Middle School. I 

eventually graduated from Arca-

dia University in 2014 with a d 

egree in Elementary Education as 

well as Special Education. I love 

Philadelphia sports teams and 

going to games. In my free time I like to run, play with my dog, 

and be outside! This past summer I traveled to Italy when 

school let out. That picture is at the Trevi Fountain!  

 
 
 

 

Sarah Zodrow, 

Pennfield Middle School 
 

Sarah Zodrow, Pennfield School 

Nurse, graduated from Gwynedd  

Mercy College, attaining her  

Registered Nursing License in 2009 

and her Bachelors in Science of  

Nursing in late 2010. Sarah  

previously served as a nurse for North 

Montco's Technical Career Center.  

She was appointed Chair of North 

Montco's safety committee in 2015 

after serving on the committee for 4 

years. As chair of the committee,  

Sarah expanded  health and safety programs, oversaw a  

successful state safety audit and brought professional  

development to the school from the Center for Safe School's.   

 

Sarah went back to school during the 2015-2016 school year for 

her School Nursing Certificate and completed 100 clinical hours 

in the North Penn School District as a nurse. Sarah also works 

as a Certified Healthcare Professional CPR instructor through 

American Heart Association and Abington-Jefferson. She  

currently lives in Pottstown with her husband of 3 years and is 

excited to be expecting their first child together, a little girl due 

this December 2016. Sarah's future goals include gaining her 

Level 2 PA Education certification for school nursing as well as 

a Master's of Public Health Nursing. She is excited to become 

an official member of the North Penn Family and looks forward 

to many years ahead serving in the district.    


