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An Epistle, in the time of Covid      May 18, 2021 
 
From Pastor Trump: 
 

Grace and Peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
 

Pentecost is upon us. It was indeed a super-spreader event. The Holy Spirit was poured out on 
all people, young women and old men, people of all nations, tribes and creeds. We are part of 
the Pentecost story. 
 

We are encouraged as a community upon whom the Holy Spirit has been poured to continue in 
faithfulness and obedience to the call we have received from God. St. Andrew’s Lutheran has 
been a nurturing family of faith for almost 200 years. When you study the history of this church 
you realize that we have faced much more trying and difficult times. There were splits within 
the church as well as world wars, a great depression, the Spanish Influenza and more. Yet, God 
has been faithful. 
 

Today, we face a greater challenge. Apathy. This apathy toward faith runs deep in our society. 
This is not a call for the “good old days” when church attendance was synonymous with being a 
“fine citizen” or was analogous to going to a Rotary luncheon. It is simply an honest assessment 
of where we are as a society. For one reason or another many people do not see the need for a 
church family. This is hard for me to imagine, as one who has never been without such a  
community. It is hard for me to fathom weathering the storms of life without the support of the 
people I have come to know and love over the past 30 years. 
 

The challenge of this time of Covid is beginning to pass. More changes back to “normal”  
worship will be taking place in the weeks ahead. However, will everyone return? Will there be 
those who will use this break in their routine as a chance to forgo worship?  
 

I pray not. Your church has worked especially hard for over a year to allow ways for people to 
remain connected, be it through pastoral calls, recorded worship, zoom meetings, Sunday 
School, Bible study, children’s activities such as Pajama Time and more. We continue to  
experience meaningful worship together. This has happened because you have supported the 
church, people have offered their time and talents to lead worship, others have used new  
technical talents in ways we have done before, and much more. The church is centered on word 
and sacrament and God has provided both despite any pandemic. 
 

This is a time of opportunity. What have we learned during the past year? What new tools have 
been developed that will be continued? What new relationships have been formed? What new 
struggles are before us that we can address with God’s help and guidance? How is the Holy 
Spirit making us new today? 
 

Attached is a video that I have found beautiful (https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/praise-
song-for-the-pandemic). Please take the time to watch it and pray. Pray for this community. 
Pray that God will continue to guide us and bless us into faithful support for one another, and 
service to all.   
 
Peace, 
  
Pastor Trump 


