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Introduction 
Staff continued to advance economic development projects. This report presents April 2026 
Employment Estimates, CDBG project highlights, CALED’s accelerated permitting effort, and 
Restaurants Care Grants opportunity. 
 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
Staff submitted a $380,000 Business Loan Program application to the Department of Community 
and Development (HCD) for approval in early April and received conditional approval on May 29, 
2026. The County will issue press releases to announce when it can start accepting business loan 
applications. 
 
The County has been approved by HCD to use $407,000 of CDBG program income to provide 
Microenterprise Technical Assistance. A Request for Proposal (RFP) will be issued within the 
next month for a vendor to provide direct technical assistance to small businesses. 
 
Staff continued to work on the CDBG Program Income applications for $168,000 funding for ADA 
improvements at Whale Gulch School and $100,000 funding for West Business Development 
Center “Centro de Negocios” program. 
 
Covelo Clean Up Project 
This Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Program funded project aims to cleanup 
illegal dump sites around the community of Covelo. The County issued two Request for Proposals 
for solid waste and abandoned vehicle removal. After a lengthy evaluation, staff is targeting 
submitting vendor contracts to the Board for approval on June 23rd. 
 
CALED Announced Award for $5M to Accelerate Permitting 
CALED announced in May 2026 that they’ve received an awarded of $5 million grant from the 
Governor’s Office of Business and Economic Development (GO-Biz) to accelerate permit 
streamlining efforts across California. This investment will support a comprehensive, action-
oriented program designed to help jurisdictions modernize permitting—grounded in real tools, 
training, and implementation support.  
 
Key initiatives include: 

• Publishing statewide analysis of major permit streamlining policies and recent legislation 
shaping local processes 

• Developing a robust training curriculum and video series covering the four stages of 
permitting and due diligence 

• Launching hands-on cohort-based trainings and a scalable statewide learning model for 
local agencies 
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• Building a centralized resource hub with templates, best practices, and shared tools for 
jurisdictions 

• Partnering with providers to expand access to online permitting solutions, with an 
emphasis on supporting rural communities. 
 

More information can be found at https://capermitacademy.org/ 
 
Restaurants Care Grants for Independent Restaurants 
The PG&E Corporation Foundation announced it will fund grants to support independent 
restaurant owners and their staff through the California Restaurant Foundation's (CRF) 
Restaurants Care Resilience Fund. The grants will support a record number of restaurants in 
Northern and Central California this year. Resilience Fund grant applications will be accepted 
through June 30, 2026. More information can be found at https://restaurantscare.org/resilience/ 
 
Mendocino County Labor Force and Industry Employment Estimates  
The Employment Development Department (EDD) has released revised and preliminary civilian 
labor force and industry employment estimates for April 2026. Mendocino County’s 
unemployment rate is 5.2%, compared to the state’s 5%. Report is attached.  
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