Public Health Department

of Mendocino County publ c
Healthy People, Healthy Communities heal th
Environmental Health
Ukiah Office Fort Bragg Office
860 N. Bush St. 120 W. Fir St.
Ukiah, CA 95482 Fort Bragg, CA 95437
Phone: 707-234-6625 Phone: 707-961-2714

A Safe and Healthy Community:

Our administrative team served 64 customers at our front counter, in addition to responding to
them by phone and email.

Our Land Use inspectors approved 42 building permits, 12 Site Evaluation Reports, and 10
Water Well Applications, in addition to field inspections.

Our Consumer Protection inspectors completed 48 facility inspections, in addition to signing off
on dozens of temporary event permits, temporary food booth applications, cottage food
applications, and new facility plan checks.

Our Hazmat inspectors completed 40 inspections this month. Hazmat successfully provided
outreach to over 200 facilities with open violations to return them to compliance.

A Prepared and Resilient County:

The Division is excited to announce the hiring of four new inspectors! Two will join our Land
Use program, where they will assist in processing building, septic, and water well permits, as
well as conducting field inspections. One inspector will be part of our Consumer Protection
program, focusing on the review of food facility, event, body art, and pool permits, along with
field inspections. Lastly, one inspector will support our Hazmat program with field inspections.
These new additions will significantly enhance our ability to serve the public effectively. In
addition, the Division hired a new Department Analyst to join our admin team. They will be
responsible for working with our budget, financials, grants, and contracts.

The Division will be pursuing the replacement of the single land use inspector supporting the
coast, as well as additional CP staff.

The Division attended the 9/18/2024 Fire Chiefs meeting that was held in Covelo and provided
an update on the REHIT program regarding staffing levels and requested feedback from the
districts regarding the maintenance and future replacement of the County owned REHIT fire
truck #9555.

The Division is meeting regularly with the CEOs office & PBS to coordinate the upcoming move
from the 120 W. Fir Street to the Avila Center in Fort Bragg. This move necessitated that need



to digitize the coastal files and the department is now working with the Executive Team to
identify funding.

Other:

On September 4, 2024, Governor Newsom terminated the drought emergency orders for
Mendocino County that impacted water well drilling. In response, water well permitting will
return to the same process that was in place prior to the first Executive Order, without the
additional emergency requirements.

Moving forward, the Division will be revising our application forms and associated documents
to reflect these changes. Once finalized, the updated materials will be posted on our website.

For additional information please refer to the attached, signed termination order dated
9/4/2024 EO N-3-24 and the associated press release.

The Division would also like to remind the public of the current shellfish advisory in response to
the shigella outbreak in Humboldt County. The California Department of Public Health warns
consumers not to eat sport-harvested bivalve shellfish from Humboldt County. To read more
about this, follow this link https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/Pages/SN24-010.aspx, or
see the attached documents.



https://www.gov.ca.gov/2024/09/04/governor-newsom-adapts-states-drought-response-to-changing-conditions-continues-action-to-support-recovery-and-build-resilience/
https://www.cdph.ca.gov/Programs/OPA/Pages/SN24-010.aspx
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MUSSEL QUARANTINE ORDER
Effective May 1 through October 31, 2024

A quarantine is hereby established on all species of mussels taken for human
consumption by recreational sport harvesters from the ocean shore of California. The
guarantine area extends from the Oregon border south to the Mexican border, including
all bays, inlets, and harbors.

This quarantine is established to protect and preserve the public health under the
authority of Section 131056 of the California Health and Safety Code. During the
guarantine season, mussels may concentrate naturally occurring toxins that are highly
poisonous to humans.

DO NOT EAT MUSSELS HARVESTED IN VIOLATION OF THIS QUARANTINE

State law prohibits the sale or offering for sale for human consumption of any bivalve
(two-shelled) shellfish, except by a State-certified commercial shellfish harvester or
dealer. Shellfish sold by certified harvesters or dealers are subject to frequent
mandatory testing and are not subject to this quarantine.

Mussels may be used or sold for use as bait when displayed and sold in containers
labeled in boldfaced type letters at least one-half inch in height as follows:

MUSSELS FOR BAIT ONLY, UNFIT FOR HUMAN FOOD

Clams and Scallops

Persons taking clams or scallops are warned to remove and discard the digestive
organs or viscera and any other dark parts. Only the white meat of clams and scallops
should be prepared for human consumption. In addition, bivalve shellfish should not be
taken for food from any area subject to sewage or chemical contamination.

All health officers and their authorized representatives are hereby instructed to enforce
the provisions of this quarantine order, which shall be effective from May 1 through
October 31, 2024. The health officers of the coastal and bay counties are instructed to
post copies of this order or other suitable placards in conspicuous places advising the
public of this quarantine.

Tomas J. Aragon, MD, DrPH
Director and State Public Health Officer
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ORDEN DE CUARENTENA DEL MEJILLONES (MUSSELS)
En vigencia del 1 de Mayo al 31 de Octubre del 2024

Por la presente se establece una cuarentena en toda clase de mejillén que sea
adquirido para consumo humano por cosechadores recreacionales de todas las playas
Californianas. Esta cuarentena se extiende desde la frontera con Oregon hasta la
frontera con México, incluyendo todas las bahias, ensenadas y puertos.

El departamento Estatal de Servicios de la Salud establece esta cuarentena para
proteger y preservar la salud publica, bajo la autoridad del Cédigo Estatal de Salud y
Seguridad, Seccion 131056. Durante el periodo de la cuarentena, el mejillon puede
contener una alta concentracion de materiales toxicos que son sumamente venenosos
para los seres humanos.

NO COMA MEJILLONES COSECHADOS EN VIOLACION DE ESTA CUARENTENA

La ley de este Estado prohibe ofrecer a la venta mejillébnes o cualquier otro marisco
bivalvo (con dos valvulas), con excepcién de aquellos que hayan sido cosechados por
personas o compafiias comerciales certificadas por el Estado. Los mariscos vendidos
por cosechadores certificados son sujetos a frecuentes exdmenes obligatorios y no son
sujetos a esta cuarentena.

El mejillon puede usar o ser vendido como carnada si es mostrado y vendido en
envases marcados con letras gruesas de por lo menos media pulgada de tamafio a
como se muestra a continuacion:

MUSSELS FOR BAIT ONLY (MEJILLONES PARA SER USADOS COMO CARNADA
SOLAMENTE) UNFIT FOR HUMAN FOOD (NO PARA CONSUMO HUMANO)

Almejas y Veneras

A las personas que recojan almejas y veneras se les advierte que remuevan y boten las
partes oscuras y visceras. Solo la carne blanca de las almejas y veneras debe
prepararse para consumo humano. Ademas, los mariscos bivalvos no deben ser
tomados, para consumo humano, de aguas propensas a la contaminacién por
desechos humanos o productos quimicos.

Por medio de la presente se les instruye a todos los funcionarios de la salud y sus
representantes autorizados a hacer cumplir las provisiones de esta orden de
cuarentena que estara en efecto del 1 de Mayo al 31 de Octubre del 2024. A los
funcionarios de la salud de los condados de las costas y bahias se les ordena poner
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copias de esta orden u otros letreros disponibles en lugares visibles advirtiéndole al
publico sobre esta cuarentena.

Tomas J. Aragon, MD, DrPH
Director and State Public Health Officer

[Type text]



Food Safety News

Shigella

Infection

County warns attendees of Elks Lodge dinner about
Shigella outbreak

By News Desk on September 5, 2024

Humboldt County Department of Health & Human Services Public and Environmental Health
officials are advising community residents who attended a dinner at the Elks Lodge in Eureka,

CA, on Wednesday, Aug. 28, that they may have been exposed to Shigella.

Attendees experiencing gastrointestinal (Gl) issues should contact their primary care provider,

as well as take steps not to spread the highly contagious infection.

Instances of Shigella infection are on the rise in the county after at least six individuals have

tested positive for the illness since August.



The first cluster of three cases was identified in late-August. The individuals all appear to have
been infected sometime in mid-August and a connection between the individuals could not be
confirmed. Based on this information, Public Health sent out a Provider Alert to monitor for
potential cases in case there was ongoing spread in the community.

Humboldt County Health Officer Dr. Candy Stockton said within the last 24 hours, staff was
notified about three new confirmed cases and five suspected cases associated with the Aug. 28

event.

“We are receiving additional reports of people with Gl symptoms who were also at that event
and are working to follow up with each of these individuals,” Stockton said. “While it is possible
that there may be other sources involved, it is highly likely that there was community spread at
this event. Based on this, we are taking steps to notify anyone who was at the event of the

importance of preventing additional spread if they becomeiill”

Public Health staff conducting contact tracing say the two clusters do not appear to be
connected.

“We typically see alot of stomach bugs and bacteria circulating during this time of year and this
is a good reminder that it is important to stay home and not expose other people. If you are
experiencing vomiting or diarrhea wait until symptoms have resolved for 24 to 48 hours,’
Stockton said, adding that it is especially important for individuals in the health care, daycare
and food services industries to follow these precautions.

Shigella germs are found in stool, and infection is spread by eating food or drinking liquids
contaminated by an infected person, or when a person touches a contaminated surface or
object and then touches their mouth or puts the object into their mouth. People who have
contracted shigellosis typically experience a fever, abdominal cramps and diarrhea which may
be bloody.

Onset of shigellosis symptoms usually occurs one to two days after exposure—but may take
longer—and lasts around a week. Infected people can remain contagious up to six weeks after
symptoms resolve.

Most people with shigellosis recover completely without severe complications. In rare cases
Shigella may cause bloodstream infections, seizures, kidney failure or arthritis.



The best way to prevent the spread of shigellosis is to wash hands:

Before, during and after preparing food

Before eating

Before and after caring for someone who is sick

After using the toilet

After blowing your nose, coughing or sneezing

After touching garbage

After changing diapers or cleaning up a child who has used the toilet
After touching an animal, animal feed or animal waste

After handling pet food or pet treats.

People with shigellosis should:

Stay home from school or from health care, food service or childcare jobs while sick

Abstain from sharing food

Abstain from swimming and hot tubs

Abstain from having sex for at least two weeks after symptoms resolve.

If you are experiencing symptoms, contact your primary care provider or call Public Health at
707-268-2182.

(To sign up for a free subscription to Food Safety News, click here.)

FSN
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EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

EXECUTIVE ORDER N-3-24

WHEREAS on April 21, 2021, May 10, 2021, July 8, 2021, and October 19,

2021, | proclaimed States of Emergency to exist across all counties in the State
due to drought conditions; and

WHEREAS the drought emergency has required a dynamic and flexible
response from the State, and several provisions in my prior Proclamations and
Orders have already been terminated or superseded; and

WHEREAS drought conditions have improved substantially, and lingering
effects of the drought have largely abated in several areas of the California
coast, Southern California, and the eastern Sierra Nevada; and

WHEREAS today | have therefore terminated the drought State of
Emergency in the Counties of Imperial, Inyo, Los Angeles, Marin, Mendocino,
Mono, Monterey, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino, San Diego, San Francisco,
San Luis Obispo, San Mateo, Santa Barbara, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, Sonoma,
and Ventura; and

WHEREAS the multi-year nature of this drought, which began three years
after the record-setting drought of 2012-2016, continues to have ongoing,
significant impacts on the Sacramento and San Joaquin River basins, the Tulare
Lake basin, the Scott, Shasta, and Klamath River watersheds, and the Clear Lake
watershed, which include many communities with vulnerable water supplies,
farms that rely on irrigation to grow food and fiber, and fish and wildlife that rely
on stream flows and cool water; and

WHEREAS improved conditions have helped rehabilitate surface water
supplies, but have not eliminated the effects of the drought that remain in the
Sacramento and San Joaquin River basins, the Tulare Lake basin, the Scott,
Shasta, and Klamath River watersheds, and the Clear Lake watershed, and

many groundwater basins remain depleted from overreliance and successive
multi-year droughts; and

WHEREAS continued action by the State is needed to address ongoing
consequences of the drought emergency in the Sacramento and San Joaquin
River basins and the Klamath River and Clear Lake watersheds, including

groundwater supply shortages, domestic well failures, and drought-related harm
to native fishes; and

WHEREAS improved conditions even in the counties where the drought
State of Emergency remains in effect warrant a more targeted State response,
and certain provisions in my prior Proclamations and Orders provide authority
that is no longer needed to mitigate the effects of the drought conditions, or
direct actions by state agencies, departments, and boards that have already
been completed; and

WHEREAS notwithstanding the rescission of certain emergency authorities
for emergency drinking water action, state agencies have existing legal
authority and funding to continue expedited work to advance the human right
to water, and state agencies will continue all ongoing drought resilience




planning work, including through coordination with local agencies and tribes;
and

WHEREAS the coming winter's hydrology is uncertain and the most
efficient way o preserve the State's improved surface water supplies is for

Californians to continue their ongoing efforts to make conservation a way of life;
and

WHEREAS on March 1, March 8, March 12, March 14, March 28, April 20,
May 15, and June 16, 2023, | proclaimed a State of Emergency to exist in 53
counties, cumulatively, as a result of a series of winter storms that initially struck
California beginning in late February 2023; and

WHEREAS on March 31, 2023, and May 17, 2023, respectively, | issued
Executive Orders N-6-23 and N-7-23 to further bolster the emergency response to
the 2023 Late Winter Storms, particularly in the Tulare Lake Basin; and

WHEREAS improved conditions in the Tulare Lake Basin and other regions
affected by the 2023 Late Winter Storms warrant a more targeted emergency
response o the effects of those storms.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor of the State of Californiq,
in accordance with the authority vested in me by the State Constitution and
statutes, including the California Emergency Services Act, and in particular,
Government Code sections 8567, 8571, and 8627, do hereby issue the following
Order to become effective immediately:

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT:

1. The orders and provisions contained in my State of Emergency
Proclamations dated April 21, 2021; May 10, 2021; July 8, 2021; October
19, 2021; March 1, 2023; March 8, 2023; March 12, 2023; March 14,
2023; March 28, 2023; April 20, 2023; and May 15, 2023, and Executive
Orders N-10-21 (July 8, 2021), N-7-22 (March 28, 2022), N-3-23
(February 13, 2023), N-4-23 (March 10, 2023), N-6-23 (March 31, 2023),
and N-7-23 (May 17, 2023), remain in full force and effect, except as
modified by those Proclamations and Orders, Executive Order N-5-23,
my Proclamation Terminating the Drought States of Emergency in 19
counties dated today, and this Order. State agencies shall continue to
implement all directions from those Proclamations and Orders and
accelerate implementation where feasible.

2. The following provisions of my State of Emergency Proclamation dated
May 10, 2021, are terminated:

a. Paragraph 8; and
b. Paragraphs 11-13.

3. The following provisions of my State of Emergency Proclamation dated
October 19, 2021, are terminated:

a. Paragraphs 6-7;
b. Paragraph 9; and
c. Paragraph 12.
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The following provision of Executive Order N-10-21 is terminated:

a. Paragraph 2.

. The following provisions of Executive Order N-7-22 are terminated:

a. Paragraph 4;
b. Paragraphs 7-8; and
c. Paragraph 10.

The following provisions of Executive Order N-3-23 are terminated:
a. Paragraph 2; and
b. Paragraphs 4-5, except to the extent that Paragraph 4
withdraws Paragraph 9 of Executive Order N-7-22.

The following provisions of Executive Order N-4-23 are terminated:

a. Paragraphs 2-7.

. The following provisions of Executive Order N-6-23 are terminated:

a. Paragraphs 7-10.
The following provisions of Executive Order N-7-23 are terminated:

a. Paragraphs 2-11, except to the extent that they withdraw
provisions of prior Executive Orders.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that as soon as hereafter possible, this Order be

filed in the Office of the Secretary of State and that widespread publicity and

notice be given of this Order.

This Order is not intended to, and does not, create any rights or benefits,
substantive or procedural, enforceable at law or in equity, against the State of
California, its agencies, departments, entities, officers, employees, or any other

person.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto set
my hand and caused the Great Seal of the
State of California to be affixed this 5th day

of September 2024.

GAVIN NEWSOM
Governor of California

ATTEST:




