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LAINE ELAM, PA-C
has over 20 years of
Dermatology experience, and
is taking appointments for
monthly clinics
offering routine
examinations &
procedures at
the Beartooth
Billings Clinic in
Red Lodge.

PLEASE CALL 406-294-9515
OR 1-866-988-DERM (3376)

TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT

Expert Skincare Your
Family Can Trust

Celebrate the Triumph of the American Spirit!

250THBIRTHDAY
CELEBRATIONFORAMERICA
Saturday, May 9, 12 - 3 pm
Lion’s Park, Red Lodge, MT

***weather permitting****

★ Pony Rides*
★ Dog Games★ People Games
★ Cake Walk* ★ Live Music

★ Sloppy Joes
★ Cash Bar

★ Prize Best Dog Trick*
★ Prize Most Patriotic Pair
(Person + Person or Person + Pet)
*There is an entrance fee for some events

★ AND MORE!
★ Also, come meet the candidates of
both parties for county-wide offices

Sponsored by Carbon County Freedom PAC, PO Box 2591, Red Lodge, MT 59041

See our
Facebook

The 2nd Half of 2025 Real Estate Taxes
are due on or before June 1, 2026.

The 1st Half of 2026 Mobile Home Taxes
are due on or before June 1, 2026, or 30 days

after the postmark date, whichever is greater.
Payments postmarked after this date will be

assessed penalty, interest and returned.
*****************************************

Payment may be made online at
http://carbonmt.gov . Payments will also be
accepted at the Banks of Joliet or Bridger.

A June 1, 2026 postmark will be accepted.

*****************************************
Leah Niemi

Carbon County Treasurer

TAX REMINDER NOTICE

Law enforcement officers, Special Olympics athletes, 
and community members across Montana are prepar-
ing to take part in the 2026 Law Enforcement Torch 
Run® (LETR), a statewide movement supporting Spe-
cial Olympics Montana.

The Flame of Hope will travel through communities 

across the state, until May 16, uniting officers and ath-
letes while raising awareness and funds for individuals 
with intellectual disabilities.

The Red Lodge Torch Run Leg is May 8 starting at 
9 a.m. at the Bank of Red Lodge. The run will finish at 
Purple Cow Insurance, Laurel.

Law Enforcement Torch Run May 8

ELEANOR GUERRERO 
CCN Senior Reporter

As the town of Red Lodge considers its options, 
the limitations and benefits of areas being defined as 
brownfields vary.

The Brownfields Program creates many benefits for 
local communities: Projects leveraged $17.79 per EPA 
dollar expended; Leveraged more than 97,000 jobs 
nationwide and Can increase residential property val-
ues 5.1 percent — 12.8 percent near brownfields sites 
when cleanup is completed.

Since its inception in 1995, EPA’s Brownfields Pro-
gram has grown into a proven, results-oriented pro-
gram that has changed the way contaminated property 
is perceived, addressed, and managed. EPA’s Brown-
fields Program is designed to empower states, com-
munities, and other stakeholders in economic rede-
velopment to work together in a timely manner to pre-
vent, assess, safely clean up, and sustainably reuse 

brownfields.
A brownfield is a property, the expansion, redevelop-

ment, or reuse of which may be complicated by the pres-
ence or potential presence of a hazardous substance, 
pollutant, or contaminant. It is estimated that there are 
more than 450,000 brownfields in the U.S. Cleaning up 
and reinvesting in these properties increases local tax 
bases, facilitates job growth, utilizes existing infrastruc-
ture, takes development pressures off of undeveloped, 
open land, and both improves and protects the environ-
ment.

Beginning in the mid-1990s, EPA provided small 
amounts of seed money to local governments that 
launched hundreds of two-year Brownfields “pilot” 
projects and developed guidance and tools to help 
states, communities and other stakeholders in the 
cleanup and redevelopment of Brownfields sites. The 
2002 Small Business Liability Relief and Brownfields 
Revitalization Act (the “Brownfields Law”) codified 
many of EPA’s practices, policies and guidance. The 

Brownfields Law expanded EPA’s assistance by provid-
ing new tools for the public and private sectors to pro-
mote sustainable Brownfields cleanup and reuse.

Brownfields grants continue to serve as the founda-
tion of EPA’s Brownfields Program. These grants sup-
port revitalization efforts by funding environmental 
assessment, cleanup, and job training activities.

The government provides a series of grants avail-
able to communities: Brownfields Assessment Grants 
provide funding for Brownfields inventories, plan-
ning, environmental assessments, and community out-
reach; Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund Grants pro-
vide funding to capitalize loans that are used to clean 
up brownfields; Brownfields Job Training Grants pro-
vide environmental training for residents of Brown-
fields communities. Brownfields Cleanup Grants pro-
vide direct funding for cleanup activities at certain 
properties with planned greenspace, recreational, or 
other nonprofit uses; Brownfields Area-Wide Planning 
Grants provide funding to communities to research, 
plan and develop implementation strategies for clean-
ing up and revitalizing a specific area affected by one or 
more brownfields sites.

Contact Eleanor at: eguerrero@carboncountynews.com

Information on Brownfields

ELEANOR GUERRERO 
CCN Senior Reporter

On Thursday, April 30, at least 80 peo-
ple filled up the tables at the Roosevelt 
Center’s main room, in Red Lodge, to 
hear about current progress with the 
north end of town’s “brownfield” and to 
contemplate new uses for the brownfield 
at the south end of town, the site of the 
former Rocky Fork Inn, destroyed in the 
2022 flood when Rock Creek poured over 
its banks.

According to the federal government, 
the term “brownfield site” means “real 
property, the expansion, redevelopment, 
or reuse of which may be complicated by 
the presence or potential presence of a 
hazardous substance, pollutant, or con-
taminant.” It states, “Cleaning up and 
reinvesting in these properties protects 
the environment, reduces blight, and 
takes development pressures off greens-
paces and working lands.”

Jason Seyler is one of the Montana 
DEQ Brownfields Coordinators on 
Brownfields projects and he gave a pre-
sentation. Seyler explained that there is 
an impression made when one first comes 
into your town from the north or south-
what do you want it to show? “A thriving 
community or a declining community?”

Beartooth Resource, Conservation & 
Development’s (BRCD) staff: Director of 
Finance, Nan Knight and Myrna Latusky, 
Program Manager, and members of 
the Red Lodge Urban Renewal Agency 
attended. Red Lodge’s City contract plan-
ner, Jeremy Fadness, presented the his-
tory of the north area.

The North Community Entrance 
Plan Urban Renewal District (NCE-
URD) is a 160 acre area located on both 
sides of Highway 212 at the north end of 
Red Lodge. Uses along Hwy 212 there 
are generally commercial with a num-
ber of vacant or unused parcels scattered 
throughout. Beyond Hwy 212 frontage, 

properties are a mix of commercial, insti-
tutional and a small number of residential 
uses. Red Lodge High School and the Yel-
lowstone Wildlife Sanctuary are located 
within the NCE-URD.

The goals with the formation of the 
NCE-URD are to: Increase housing units 
near downtown; Support business devel-
opment; Improve public infrastructure; 
to Promote historic preservation and 
cohesive urban design identity.

The information obtained is not just 
for vacant lots. Red Lodge Mayor David 
Westwood explained how the designa-
tion and assessments could help, “Where 
brownfields COULD/WOULD come 
into play, is if a private developer wanted 
to have that information to determine if 
they wanted to move forward with a site, 
they could ask for a phase 1 or phase 2 
study to learn about what the risks are. 
Generally, these are done in conjunction 
with municipal grants, although they did 
step in and do one for the old hospital, 
which is privately owned. The other part 
where Brownfields could be involved, is if 
the municipality is doing improvements 
with city-owned land after reclamation is 
complete — i.e. Rocky Fork Inn. But most 
of what is in that URD area is privately 
owned.”

Nan Knight said, “Brownfields can 
apply to both public and private proper-
ties, depending on eligibility and access, 
and these assessments can help property 
owners, developers, and the community 
better understand site conditions and 
make informed decisions about future 
use.”

{div}Kate Lucas, Kansas State Univer-
sity (KSU), was there with the Techni-
cal Assistance to Brownfields (KSU TAB) 
team,.The TAB team presented an over-
view of the recent community vision-
ing for the North Community Entrance 
Urban Renewal District. They also 
sought to gather input for possible reuse 
of the former Rocky Fork Inn property in 

the future.{/div}
Lucas explained that the Kansas State 

University TAB program empowers com-
munities in EPA Regions 5, 6, 7, and 8 to 
revitalize brownfield sites through expert 
guidance and no-cost technical support. 
Montana is Region 8. They equip com-
munities with the tools and resources 
needed to stimulate economic and com-
munity revitalization through engage-
ment and education. They also offer 
nationally accessible online tools to help 
create site inventories and develop com-
petitive EPA grant proposals.

A survey taken by 211 local people 
online showed that 76 percent visit the 
NCE-URD area 1-2 times a week; 89 per-
cent agreed the area’s development was 
“important” or “very important” and that 
this northern entrance should reflect the 
character and heritage of Red Lodge.

The general survey responses wanted 
to create welcoming places for commu-
nity youth to gather and recreate together, 
create green spaces and one noted youth 
“are the future of the community.” Most 
youths talked to said they want to come 
back after college to the area to live and 
work. Additional community input 
wanted a “welcome and attractive site”, 
increased landscaping to improve the aes-
thetics and increased connectivity to Red 
Lodge. Affordable workforce housing 
was also needed.

The team showed a variety of options 
for development of the district, with 
attractive rowhouse housing, shorter 
blocks, garages underneath in the lower 
story of two and three-story residences, 
with open space and green corridors 
worked into the plan. Mixed use and low 
density was recommended. Resources are 
limited with federal and nonprofit grants 
and loans the likely next step. For exam-
ple, “Coutts Park” could be mixed use 
with the lowest density.

In the south of town, explained Fad-
ness, there is FEMA money to purchase 

and clean up the Rocky Fork Inn prop-
erty. Although the FEMA requirements 
need 25 % from the community, the state 
provided that match and the feds the rest 
totally covering the costs. They expect to 
have the area bank stabilized by this fall.

At the meeting, the community 
embraced the opportunity to dream up 
future uses on Rocky Fork Inn site maps 
but had to keep the visioning within 
FEMA requirements. First off, that meant 
there could be no new structures such 
as residences or commercial buildings 
on site only minimal and open struc-
tures and such as gazebos, picnic tables. 
That immediately focused the group on 
green areas and related multiple uses that 
became extremely creative.

Creative ideas posed for the site, 
located along Rock Creek, included per-
meable bikeways and roads, spaces for 
handicapped parking, landscaping that 
directed water from rain or flooding cir-
cling it back into the creek, trails, recy-
cling bins and a bike camp. There were 
many ideas for play areas from a play-
ground or water slide for children, to a 
synthetic climbing boulder for older kids 
and adults. Connecting this green site 
with Finn Park and other parks in town 
was often a goal.

As for visioning turning into reali-
ty-that will have to wait since money is 
not available yet. It will all be green lawn 
for now.

Planner, Jeremy Fadness explained, 
“There is not money from FEMA for rec-
reational improvements. We are work-
ing on applying for FEMA funds to pur-
chase the Eagles Nest property in order 
to remediate similar to the Rocky Fork 
property. We are currently not applying 
for any funding for recreational improve-
ments for Rocky Fork.”

Contact Eleanor at: eguerrero@carboncountynews.
com

RL Community Discusses Brownfield Development N and S of Town


