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Steps for Clean-up of Burn Debris and Ash from Properties Impacted 
by the River Fire, Carmel Fire, and Dolan Fire 

 
DEBRIS CLEAN-UP PROCESS 
In order to dispose of burn ash as a “non-hazardous” material at the local landfills, all hazardous waste that 
is recognizable must first be removed and the remaining burn ash must be tested.  

 
The clean-up process includes the following four basic steps: Damage Assessment; Remove 
Hazardous Waste; Sample Burn Ash for Testing; Remove Burn Debris and Ash.  
For hazardous waste removal and testing burn ash, direct assistance may be available to affected 
property owners. Regardless of who conducts the clean-up, the following protocols must be 
followed in order to safely handle and dispose of burn materials.  

 
STEP #1: Damage Assessment  
The initial damage assessment is conducted by Monterey County Environmental Health (EH) to 
identify compromised or destroyed environmental systems associated with the property such as 
water conveyances, wells and tank, and septic systems. EH also identifies potential hazardous 
waste materials that may require special handling.   

 
STEP #2: Hazardous Waste Screening and Removal 
All visually identifiable hazardous waste will be physically separated from fire debris and 
removed.  
The Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) may provide a team of hazardous material 
specialists to identify and remove large, identifiable pieces of asbestos and household hazardous 
waste from burn sites. This service is free to affected homeowners. 

 
To take advantage of this free service, a Right of Entry form must be signed and 
submitted to EH. Forms can be mailed or e-mail to: 

 
Monterey County Environmental Health Bureau 
Attn: Maria Ferdin  
1270 Natividad Road 
Salinas, CA 93906 
Phone: (831) 755-8915 
ferdinme@co.monterey.ca.us

mailto:ferdinme@co.monterey.ca.us


 August 2020 
 

Alternatively, privately contracted hazardous waste removal specialists may be qualified to 
remove hazardous wastes to an appropriate disposal facility. 
 
STEP#3: Ash sampling and testing for Chemicals of Concern (COC) 
EH will collect samples for testing. This service is free of charge to affected homeowners.  
Local landfills will not accept burn debris or ash without testing for chemicals of concern. 
Whether the property owner or a contractor conducts the clean-up, please contact the local 
landfills to get more information about what they require before burn material can be disposed.  
 
Please be aware that burn ash can be a hazard if not handled with appropriate personal protective 
equipment such as gloves, mask, and eye protection. Ash and other material in the burn pile may 
be an inhalation hazard and a contact hazard to skin. 

 
STEP #4: Remove Burn Debris and Ash 
Once all the recognizable hazardous waste is removed and testing of burn ash has cleared your 
property as safe, roll-off bins will be staged in your neighborhood for clean-up.  
 
Materials that can be recycled such as metal and concrete may be segregated and hauled 
separately.  
 
Property owners and their contractors may haul non-hazardous ash and debris to the landfill.  

 
To prevent wind-blown ash the ash must be maintained moist during transport and the load 
must be tarped/covered.
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