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WELCOME TO CHRIST CHURCH! We are happy to have you worship with us today! If you are a
visitor or would like to know more about the life, work, and ministry of Christ Church, talk to a
member of our staff, an usher, or a Vestry member following the service. You can also fill out a
Connect Card located in the pews. Fill it out and hand it to an Usher.

Prelude Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying (Cantata 140) — Johann Sebastian Bach

Lighting of Advent Wreath (see page 12)

AT THE PROCESSION TO THE ALTAR

The People stand for the Processional Hymn and remain standing through the Collect of the Day

Processional Hymn No. 57 Lo! He comes, with clouds descending - Helmsley

Opening Acclamation (BCP p. 355)

The people standing, the Celebrant says
Blessed are you, holy and living One.

People You come to your people and set them free.

The Celebrant may say

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse
the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.



Song of Praise: WLP 899 Glory to God in the highest — Carl Haywood

(Refrain)
Glory hallelujah, Lord we praise your Ho}v name,
Glory hallelujah, Lord we praise your Holy name.

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heav’nly King,

almighty God and Father,

we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God, (Refrain)
Kou take away the sin of the world:

ave mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
§0u alone are the Most High,
esus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. (Refrain)

Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light, now in
the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the
last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we
may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and for ever. Amen.

THE WORD OF GOD
Please be seated.

The First Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5
A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah.

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

In days to come
the mountain of the LORD’s house

shall be established as the highest of the mountains,
and shall be raised above the hills;

all the nations shall stream to it.
Many peoples shall come and say,



‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD,
to the house of the God of Jacob;
that he may teach us his ways
and that we may walk in his paths.’
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction,
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.
He shall judge between the nations,
and shall arbitrate for many peoples;
they shall beat their swords into ploughshares,
and their spears into pruning-hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
neither shall they learn war any more.

O house of Jacob,
come, let us walk

in the light of the LORD!

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 122 [read @ 08:00 AM, sung by the choir @ 10:00 AM]

Laetatus sum

I was glad when they said to me, *
"Let us go to the house of the LORD."
Now our feet are standing *
within your gates, O Jerusalem.
Jerusalem is built as a city *
that is at unity with itself;
To which the tribes go up,
the tribes of the LORD, *
the assembly of Israel,
to praise the Name of the LORD.
For there are the thrones of judgment, *
the thrones of the house of David.
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: *
"May they prosper who love you.
Peace be within your walls *
and quietness within your towers.
For my brethren and companions' sake, *
I pray for your prosperity.
Because of the house of the LORD our God, *
I will seek to do you good."



The Second Reading: Romans 13:11-14
A Reading from Paul's letter to the Church in Rome.

You know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer
to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside
the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling
and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Sequence Hymn No. 53 Once he came in blessing — Gottes Sohn ist Kommen
The Gospel: Matthew 24:36-44

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said to the disciples, “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven,
nor the Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of
Man. For as in those days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in
marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept
them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be in the field; one will be
taken and one will be left. Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will
be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand
this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have
stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for
the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”

Gospeller The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon Rev. Dr. Robin Woodberry
THE CREED (BCP p. 358)

All stand.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,



God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven: by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and 1s seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FOR ADVENT

All remain standing.

Leader: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep
darkness—on them light has shined. Isaiah 9:2

You who dwell in darkness and light, in silence and sound, dwell in the hearts of your people. In hope,
peace, and joy may we await with anticipation the coming of Christ the Morning Star. Christ, be our
light. Shine in our hearts.

You who framed the brightness of the first light in creation, dispel the arrogance, animosity, and anger
that shatter the unity of your holy Church. Fill your faithful people with the radiant light of truth.
Christ, be our light. Shine in our hearts.

You who delivered your people from the misery of bondage in slavery to the land of promise, set us
free from enslavement to division, disunity, and distrust in our public life and labor. Illumine those in
authority with the light of vision. Christ, be our light. Shine in our hearts.



You who patterned the stars and called the sun into being, who appointed the moon and chartered the
cosmos, pattern the hearts of people everywhere to see in each other the beauty of the universe and the
splendor of creation, that divisions of Race, Class, Gender, and Ethnicity may be recreated into one
common humanity. Christ, be our light. Shine in our hearts.

You who shower comfort and hope to the lowest, the lost, and the least, shower the light of compassion
on the sick, the sorrowful, and the suffering especially..... Help us to be your compassion and hope in
the world. Christ, be our light. Shine in our hearts.

You who welcome into the brilliant light of eternity those who have died, welcome those whose lives
have been cut short by violence, warfare, and strife. Shine the light of hope.
Christ, be our light. Shine in our hearts.

You who delight in the complexity and splendor of creation, help us to delight in the diversity of this
earth, our island home. Inspire your people to care for all you have made.
Christ, be our light. Shine in our hearts.

We offer you, O Lord, our prayers for thanksgiving, especially for Dan Mason, Roger Carnahan,
Carole Lewis, and Debbie Gold as they celebrate their birthdays this week. Are there others? Lord
hear our prayer.

Celebrant: All-powerful God, increase our strength of will for doing good that Christ may find an
eager welcome at his coming and call us to his side in the kingdom of heaven, where he lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit one God, forever and ever. Amen.

CONFESSION OF SIN (BCP p. 359)
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Priest stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen
you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.



The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE CELEBRATION OF THE HOLY EUCHARIST

Offertory Sentence: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and
sacrifice to God.

Offertory Anthem: Like a Child — Dan Damon
Offertory Response: No. 66 (v. 1 & 3 only) Come, thou long expected Jesus - Stuttgart

Great Thanksgiving: Eucharistic Prayer A (BCP p.361)

Celebrant  The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty God,
Creator of heaven and earth.

Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of
everlasting life; that when he shall come again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may
without shame or fear rejoice to behold his appearing.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Sanctus S-125 — Holy, holy, holy setting: Richard Proulx

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel.



Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into
sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal
Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and maker
of all.

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect
sacrifice for the whole world.

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he
had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body,
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith:

Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts.

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food
and drink of new and unending life in him.

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy,
and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom.

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.

Breaking of the Bread



Fraction Anthem no. S152. Christ our Passover (setting: Ambrosiana Chant)

Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you
and feed on Him in your hearts by faith with thanksgiving.

Prayer for Spiritual Communion

Celebrant: Please join us in praying with our siblings in Christ who are with us online and receiving
communion spiritually.

Dearest Lord Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in the Sacrament of the

Eucharist. We love you above all things and long for you in our souls. Since we are not altogether
in our church today to receive the bread and wine made holy, we ask you to come spiritually into
our hearts. Fill us with your light and nourish us all with your word and Spirit. Amen.

Distribution

All are welcome and invited to the altar rail for communion. If you need communion brought to your
pew, please inform an usher. You may eat the bread and take a sip from the common cup, or you can
dip the bread into the common cup. If you would like to receive a blessing instead, please cross your
arms on your chest. Please note: real wine is used, and gluten-free wafers are available upon request.

Post Communion Prayer

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us
now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Blessing
The Celebrant blesses the people, saying

The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge and
love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the
Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you always. Amen.

Recessional Hymn No. 68 Rejoice! Rejoice, believers - Lianloffan
Dismissal

Celebrant  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.

Postlude Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying — Paul Manz



Assisting with Worship Today:

Jim Crofford 8am & Kevin Knowlton 10am — Lector
Joe Gladd 8am & John Panagis 10am — Lector/Chalice
Faith Scarmuzzi — Prayers/Chalice
Don Scarmuzzi — Ushers
Beth Landers 8am; Deb Clary 10am - Altar Guild
Sam Davis & Amie Prezioso; Pat Sullivan- Greeters
Pat Sullivan — Coffee Hour

The Parish Choir

Deb Murphy, Aaron Woodberry — AV/Video

PARISH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Wednesday Growing Deeper Study & Healing Service: Please come join Mother Robin and others for
this great opportunity to explore God’s word and share in the Eucharist on Wednesdays at 10 a.m. in the
Church Chapel. Hope to see you!!

Red Door Cafe: As we prepare to serve at the Red Door Café on Sunday, December 7%, we are
collecting new socks and gloves for adults and children to share with our guests. These simple gifts of
warmth and care will be distributed during the dinner. Donations may be brought to the Church Office
through Monday, December 1st.

Pizza Party!!!! The “Littles” (preschool -6th grade) are invited to a Pizza Party and to build and

decorate their own Gingerbread House.

When: Wednesday December 3rd at 5:00 -6:30p ish
Where: In the parish hall at Christ Episcopal Church
Why: Spread Christmas Joy!

This event is co-sponsored by: Shining Stars Daycare & The Office of Spiritual Formation

Cookie Bakers: Calling all world-class cookie bakers of Christ Episcopal Church. Lessons and Carols
will be on Dec 21 at 6:00 PM. Please consider this magnificent event in your cookie planning for
Christmas. Please bring the cookies either to the office (Monday-Friday 9:00AM - 2:00 PM) or
Friday, Saturday, or Sunday mornings, cookies can be left in the kitchen.

Book Club Meeting: The next meeting will be Saturday, January 3rd at 11:00 a.m. in the Library. We
will discuss the book, “The Rosie Project” by Graeme Simsion. Notice, we are taking a break for the
holidays. Don’t stop reading!!

Retirement of the Rev. Dr. J. Paul Board: For those who remember Fr. Paul and would like to send
him a retirement card, please send to:  St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

310 Elizabeth St.

Maumee, OH. 43537
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Upcoming Holiday Schedule

SPECIAL ACTIVITIES & SERVICES
Friday, December 12", the Hanging of the Greens, 6:00p

Sunday, December 14", the Akron Derby Barbershop Chorus, 2:00p
Sunday, December 21%, the Festival of Lessons and Carols, 6:00p

Wednesday, December 24, Festive Christmas Eve Service & Pageant, 4:00p
Quiet Service (Chapel), 7:00p

Sunday, December 28", Quiet Holiday Service (Chapel), 9:00a
NOTE: ONLY ONE SERVICE THIS DAY!

Holiday Office Hours
December 22": Open
December 23-26™: Closed
December 29™: Closed
December 30™: Open
December 31%: Open until 12 noon

January 1-2"%: Closed

December Birthdays
1*-Daniel Mason 8h-Kaylin Tomko 22"_Paul Homa f | {
2md_ Roger Carnahan 12™-Jamie Schiell 25™-Deb Murphy @
2" Carole Lewis 14®-Mary Ellen Rogers ~ 27%- Alexis Fisher B@T&:\\f
5"-Deborah Gold 21%-Carl John Vath II

8t_Jim Crofford 221d_Paul Homa




Advent Wreath Lighting

Material Adapted from the Rev. Matthew Kozlowski

First Sunday of Advent

Leaders
8:00 a.m. - Joe and Janet Gladd
10:00 a.m. - John and Amy Panagis & Family

Leader: Today we light the first candle of the Advent wreath.
Each candle has a meaning. This first candle is HOPE.

Lighting of I** Candle

Leader: “We wait in hope for the LORD; he is our help and our
shield.” (Psaim 33:20)

Leader: Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day
your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the owner of the
house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming,
he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be
broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of
Man is coming at an unexpected hour. (Matthew 24:42-44)

Congregational Prayer

Eternal God, as we await the coming of our savior, give us the
courage to hope. Give us grace to see your plans of redemption
for our lives, for this community, and the world. Through Jesus
Christ, the source of our redemption and hope. Amen.

To close each Advent Service, we will sing a chorus of
“0O Come, O Come Emmanuel” (H 56) Verse 1

Advent
ANTICIPATION AND HOPE

Preparation for Jesus’ Birth

The word ADVENT comes from the Latin for “arrival”
or “coming”. Jesus came into the world in human form
in a lowly stable in Bethlehem more than 2,000 years
ago.

ADVENT takes place during the four weeks preceding
Jesus® birth. It is a time of preparation, hope, and
waiting for the miracle of Christmas. This year it begins
on Sunday, November 30™, then continues on Sundays
December 7%, 14™ until December 215

Christians celebrate Christmas on December 25%. A
spirit of expectation, anticipation, and preparation
marks Advent. We eagerly await the coming of Christ,
preparing ourselves through Bible reading, prayer, and
inward reflection to draw near to His presence.

Whether we’re at church or at home, let’s set aside time
each day to remember the true heart of Christmas —
Jesus!

2025 Christmas Memorials: Please use the form below to indicate how you would
like your contribution to be used and return it by Dec. 14

I (we) wish to contribute to:

'] Christmas Altar Flowers

In memory of:

Given by:

Please return to the office or place in the offering plate.

i In Thanksgiving for



