
CMACC 2018 PRESENTER PROFILES

Frédérique Keller, DOM, L.Ac, the current President of the AAS, 
Frederique holds a Master of Science in Oriental Medicine and is a 
Licensed Acupuncturist , as well as a Medical Herbalist on Long Island, 
NY, where she has also been a beekeeper for over 30 years. She utilizes 
bee venom therapy for a variety of disorders and incorporates the 
products of the hive in her treatment protocols. She has traveled 
extensively and has done post graduate studies in China and India in the 
fields of Traditional Chinese Medicine and Classical Homeopathy.

Dr. Andrew Kochan, MD, practices medicine near Los Angeles, CA, 
and is the Past President of the AAS. He has been using bee venom in 
his chronic pain practice for over 25 years. He is involved in doing clinical 
research on the uses of bee venom therapy. He has presented his 
findings of successful treatment of several types of neuropathic pain with 
bee venom at national medical meetings. He also uses honey, pollen, 
propolis and royal jelly in his medical practice.

Vetaley Stashenko, PhD, ND, trained in apiculture and as a 
Naturopathic Doctor in his native country Kiev (Ukraine), and in the 
United States. He now lives in Florida. He serves as an AAS Board 
Member and lectures internationally on Apitherapy.



Dr. Patrick Fratellone, MD, RH (AHG) FIM FACC Dr. Fratellone 
has the distinction of being one of the few integrative cardiologists in the 
United States. He is also the only integrative physician in New York City 
with active hospital admitting privileges at three city hospitals: St. Luke’s 
Hospital, Roosevelt Hospital and Beth Israel Hospital. Dr. Fratellone is a 
Fellow of Integrative Medicine with a degree from the University of 
Arizona, where he studied under the directorship of Dr. Andrew Weil, 
M.D. Dr Fratellone has recently completed his course studies at the 
Northeast School of Botanical Medicine under the supervision of 7song. 
Dr. Fratellone recently completed his coursework for fellowship as a 
Registered Herbalist (American Herbal Guild) making him one of the 

few medical doctors in the United States with this distinction. Dr. Fratellone was elected to the AAS 
Board of Directors after attending CMACC 2014.

Hossein Yeganehrad, Owner of Caspian Apiaries in Canada began a 
Beekeeping career at the age of seven when he decided to start his own 
business without any financial help from friends or relatives. At 15 years of 
age Hossein created the first Caspian Solution recipe using a certain blend 
of royal jelly, syrup, pollen and honey and over the years was able to use 
this solution to help countless Beekeepers with their diseased hives in re 
establishing healthy colonies. “Rad” has been a member of AAS for a 
several years, attended CMACC in 2012, and was elected to the AAS 
Board of Directors after attending CMACC 2014.

Kristine Jacobson, is an AAS Board Member, and has been an active 
Apitherapy practitioner since 2002. She is also an urban Beekeeper in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan where she lives in the Downtown Historic District. 
Kristine does Apitherapy presentations across the country for state and 
local bee conferences, and she has been featured on “The Travel 
Channel” as well as on local television and radio.



Kathy Genova, RN, BSN, Kathy started out as a staff nurse in 1984 at St. 
John’s Hospital in Smithtown, NY after 5 years in the medical surgical unit and ICU 
step down. Kathy has since worked for over 20 years at the Visiting Nurse 
Services and Hospice of Suffolk county, NY serving as the Clinical Manager for 
hospice and she is currently the Director of Operations for both hospice field and 
hospice in-patient house in East Northport, NY. Kathy has a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Nursing from Farmingdale State University of New York and she is a 
member of the National Hospice, the Palliative Care Association, as well as the 
Hospice and Palliative Care association of New York. She is passionate about 
educating the staff in expanding their knowledge in order to better care for the 
patients and their families. Kathy has been practicing yoga now for 25 years and 
has been a certified yoga instructor for the past 7 years. She also practices and 
teaches Reiki and meditation. For the past couple of years Kathy has taken up 
bee keeping, her work as a beekeeper stems from a deep caring and concern for 
the frigility of the honeybee population. “Honeybees have a structure that has a 

deep impact on mother earth and the health of our planet, not to mention the 
amazing healing properties of the hive.” It is her belief that it is our responsibility to raise awareness of the care 
that is needed for these amazing creatures. Kathy attended CMACC ( Charles Mraz Apitherapy Course and 
Conference) 2015 held in NY last spring where she expressed her interest in becoming more involved with the 
AAS. In the past, Kathy completed some secretarial courses where she learned shorthand and she serves on the 
AAS board as Secretary.     

Michael Szakacs, The year was 1996 and Mike was living and working in 
Hungary when he became so ill that he was admitted to the hospital. His sister 
from Connecticut was inspired to send him Charles Mraz's book, "Health and the 
Honeybee" and the rest he says is history.  “Apitherapy changed my life in an 
incredible way and I have been captivated and amazed by this approach to 
healing ever since.” Mike was born and raised in Fairfield, Connecticut where he 
received a BS degree from the University of Bridgeport. Upon graduating he 
moved to Europe and spent 10 years working in Hungary and Scotland completing 
an MBA degree at the University of Edinburgh. Presently Mike lives in Boynton 
Beach, Florida with his wife Katalin, his daughter Roxanne, and their dogs, cats 
and honeybees. Michael has worked in the field of finance and accounting for his 
entire career and currently works as the Revenue Manager for the Palm Beach 
County Parks and Recreation Department.  Michael is an apitherapy patient, a 
therapist, and a beekeeper from when it all started back in 1996. “I was my first 
patient and successfully treated myself for psoriatic arthritis. I have been an AAS 
member since 1998 and attended my first CMACC in 2004 (Stamford, CT).”  
Additionally Mike is an associate member of the Hungarian Apitherapy Society 

(Magyar Apiterapias Tarsasag) since 2013 and in his spare time enjoys cooking and playing ice hockey. Michael 
recently attended CMACC 2015 in New York where he offered his services to become an AAS Board member 
joining us as Treasurer.



Amelia Moody, LMT, I love to spend time with Nature and all of the elements 
that contribute to the sustaining cycles of Life. I thrive when I have my hands in the 
dirt.  Cultivating, studying and creating remedies with bioregional botanical medicines 
is a continual life learning and deep passion. I have been living in the high desert of 
the Southwest for the last 21 years. For the last 12 years I have been cultivating a 
medicinal botanical urban garden in Santa Fe, NM. The onelovehoneybee urban 
backyard medicine garden was featured on the 2015 Sustainable garden and coop 
tour, an annual fundraiser for HomegrownNewMexico. My high desert urban garden 
consists of several raised garden beds of edible, medicinal, pollinator botanicals, fruit 
trees, cacti garden, roof water harvesting, chickens and backyard beehives. I have 
been tending to backyard beehives for the last 11 years and studying and self 
treating with apitherapy for the last 10 years. I create remedies utilizing the medicinal 
beehive products along with cultivated and wildcrafted local plants. I have been a full 
time natural therapeutics specialist and holistic bodyworker for the last 18 years . 
Many modalities and trainings are included in my practice. A few are hotstone 
massage, polarity therapy, ortho bionomy, cranio sacral, flower essences and  

vibrational remedies. I believe in empowering my clients and friends and community to connect with the plants 
growing around them in their ‘backyard medicine garden’, to utilize food/ medicine plants to assist the innate 
wisdom of the body to heal disease and disconnection through connection.

Joyce Roetter, Certified HoShin Practitioner (Ryoho) | Reiki 
Practitioner, Joyce Roetter is originally from Connecticut, where she grew up 
on the Long Island sound. Joyce originally became interested in alternative 
healing as her career in photography led her to photograph sacred sites and 
ceremonies in Peru, Guatemala, and Belize. In 2001 Joyce studied with Dr. Jorge 
Gonzales Ramirez in Tarapoto, Peru at the Escuela de Shamanism Amazonica. 
She studied ancient healing plant ceremonies with Dr. Gonzales, as well as at 
Sacha Mama Botanical Gardens, in Iquitos, Peru. In 2003 she moved to Sydney 
Australia for a one-year residency and traveled to aboriginal sacred sites. Joyce 
studied laboratory alchemy with the Al-kemi school in Oregon, as well as 
essential oils, homeopathics, reiki and other modalities of integrative healing 
methods. Motivated by severe disabling late stage neurological Lyme/
encephalitis, Joyce was first introduced to Apitherapy in 2005. Having been 
disabled for many years and after seven years of extensive drug and anti-biotic 
use, and over a decade of numerous therapies, she focused on Apitherapy and 
apprenticed Voyce Durling- Jones for two and ½ years and learned Hoshindo and 

was certified by the Hoshindo Society of the Americas.

Since studying Apitherapy and becoming a beekeeper in 2006, Joyce traveled to China’s Fujian Apitherapy 
Institute and a Red Cross Apitherapy Clinic in Beijing. In Brazil Joyce gave lectures  on Japanese Meridian Api-
therapy at the Federal University of Amazonias, the Bee Young Essential Oil and Phyto-Medicine Conference in 
Manaus, Brazil, and the Amazonas Chiropractic Center. In Alta Floresta Brazil, she visited the stingless bee 
agricultural project, and worked in Maui at the Haiku Aina Permaculture Institute. Joyce has been an Apitherapy 
practitioner since 2010 and works at Dr. Russ Canfield’s integrative medicine clinic in Santa Fe, NM, 360 
Medicine, with her Apitherapy colleague Gillian Michelson. She has been a member of the AAS since 2014.

http://www.360medicine.com/
http://www.360medicine.com/
http://www.360medicine.com/
http://www.360medicine.com/


Tina McDonald, RN I have always been fascinated by bees. Whenever in the 
presence of a beekeeper, I would spend hours asking questions about all aspects of 
beekeeping and bee behavior. Having recently moved to a more rural area, I finally felt 
capable of pursuing my dream. I am now a second year beekeeper. I currently have 6 
hives in 3 different locations: one traditional langstroth hive, 2 top bar hives, and 3 AZ 
Slovenian hives. Each type of hive is so different, I couldn’t choose just one! I love 
watching the bees, studying them and continuously learning from them. I have been a 
Registered Nurse for the last 15 years, with mostly hospital experience. I recently left 
the hospital setting seeking to achieve more balance in my life. After losing my 2 hives 
over the winter last year, I especially am hoping to be able to dedicate more time to 
watching my bees and helping them to prepare for the New England winters. As a 
nurse, I have a special interest in the medicinal properties of all the products (or gifts) 
from the hive. I attended the AAS CMACC conference last year, and the experience 
led me even further into the study of the health benefits of honey bees. I wrote about 
my experience for my local bee club newsletter, and I was so honored to have it also 
published in the AAS newsletter following the conference. I have served on several 
different nursing boards, both regionally and nationally. I am also a current board 

member of my local bee club. My experience includes maintaining a regional nursing website, sending blast 
emails, maintaining a facebook page and newsletter, uploading conference material for attendees, taking 
(amateur) photos for promotion and managing society email. It is my hope that I can contribute to the AAS Board 
and offer whatever support I am able to promote in the forward movement of this valuable work. I have stepped 
away from some of my Nursing board work, in hopes of pursuing some of my other interests. I will be finishing my 
term with the Wound Ostomy Continence Nurses Society’s Certification Board this fall, freeing my time up to 
dedicate to Apitherapy. I am currently working on a bee bus project with friends (The “Bee Api Bus”) which involves 
a full size bus that we have all manner of apitherapy plans for. I am a member of our local underground “sting club” 
of local beekeepers who meet regularly for bee venom therapy and to share knowledge and mutual support. Most 
recently we are working on a technique of stinging that preserves the bee’s stinger, minimizing the impact on the 
bee. We are currently marking the bees to determine the life expectancy following the sting. I have presented to 
regional bee clubs and the local community college on the basic overview of apitherapy and bee venom therapy. 
As a very enthusiastic amateur I hope to at least instill interest and hope in a subject that I consider to be under 
represented in our culture, as well as vastly broad and great in possibility. 

Renae Barton I am an Artist, Compassionate Apitherapy Practitioner, AŽ Beekeeper, 
and Slovenian Beekeeping Tours Photographer. I am honored and grateful to be asked 
to serve on the board of The American Apitherapy Society alongside so many dedicated, 
wise, experienced and caring people who strive to educate and share with others the 
many gifts of the Honeybee. Today, the healing power of bees is needed more than ever 
before and can actually help to restore the world we love. The bees are amazing 
teachers to humankind if we will just open our eyes to the force of unity revealed through 
communication, cooperation, creativity and compassion. I am working with Bees in 
several different ways; First, I am their steward and continually strive to facilitate and 
share beecentric management practices. I travel regularly to Europe for this purpose. 
The bees have made it clear that compassion is a gateway to much higher levels of 
healing; compassion for them is compassion for ourselves, and it is also an antidote to 
much of the suffering and destruction we are committing to Earth’s biosphere. Highlights 
of my deep involvement with bees are as follows: Compassionate apitherapy/BVT 
without harm: The ability to deliver live venom (direct bee stings) without harming the 

bee.This new heart centered paradigm has many possible advantages including increased healing and the ability 
to return your “stung” bees back to their hives to complete their lives. Owner/Founder/Bee House Art:  
Pollinating compassionate resonance through art, healing, education and action. The Bee House hosts workshops 
and events advocating Compassionate Apitherapy, Shamanic Healing, Ecocentrism, Beecentric Beekeeping and 
Slovenian AŽ hive management. Owner/Founder/Bee-Api-Bus: A place to experience Compassionate 
Apitherapy/BVT with Slovenian AŽ hives. This is a full-sized school bus that has been converted to house 
honeybees in AŽ hives in an api- therapeutic environment. Beekeeping Tours to Slovenia/ Slovenian 
Beekeeping Tours and Hives: Twice a year we take small eco-tours to Slovenia to learn directly from the 
beekeepers in the land of the Carniolan Bee. Shamanic Practitioner Training/Sacred Trust, UK, Path of Pollen/
Sacred Trust, UK. Corresponding Secretary/Massachusetts Beekeepers Association: Editor of quarterly 
newsletter “The Massachusetts Bee”


