My Summer Internship with The Advertiser Gleam

By Jon Stewart

In January of 2026, I had a goal to finish an associate’s degree in journalism by December. I had three semesters left with only a couple of classes in each. I am currently working through my final two classes and on the verge of completing this year-long-goal that is sure to last me a lifetime. Anyone that can accomplish earning a degree of any kind has my respect, and I am proud of my hard work, especially at age 45, to get the grades and credits needed to walk the stage next summer. But what happened for me over this summer was more impressive and life-altering than another degree I could hang on the wall. I received an internship with a historic Guntersville-based media outlet known as The Advertiser Gleam!

As the new year began, I was working a shift as a respiratory therapist at Marshall Medical South. During some downtime between rounds, I was planning my education goals for the year and decided to send an email our marketing director, Claudette DeMuth. A year or so earlier, I had told her about me wanting to get into creative writing and she mentioned that I could try some freelance writing for the hospital to build some writing credits. The email led to a meeting with Claudette and her team to discuss some options. After I explained that my specific interest was furthering outdoor recreation, she asked if I had ever met Anthony Campbell. I had not, but I had heard of The Advertiser Gleam where he worked as editor. She urged a meeting between the two of us, knowing that Anthony would be a great mentor to help me chase a dream. It was more than I could have hoped for and I appreciate Claudette greatly!

Anthony first contacted me to see if I was interested in writing a story about fishing from the banks of Lake Guntersville for their seasonal magazine, Good Life Marshall County. Of course I jumped at the opportunity, met and had lunch with Anthony at Cracker Barrel, and discussed the future with him. When he learned I was a journalism student, he inquired about a paid summer internship with grant money provided by the Alabama Press Association for newspaper outlets to bring in an intern. We applied and I got it!

Anthony challenged me well as an intern, introducing me to government meetings, business expansions, and traveling to meet and interview new people for stories. I am naturally a shy, reserved person until I get to know someone, something that is rarely possible within an hour or so of meeting someone new. My southern drawl and tendency to mumble make me a better writer than a speaker. Hopefully, I didn’t appear too odd to those I was fortunate to meet! Everyone I talked with was very genuine with what they represented and communicated their unique stories’ wonderfully!

 Over the summer, I had the opportunity to write several features for businesses around Marshall County, such as the “Best of the Best in Marshall County” voted on by readers of The Advertiser Gleam. As high school athletics were finishing summer practices, Anthony allowed me to cover some area football and volleyball teams at Media Days. Putting together fishing reports for the lake and stories for people like Justin Gondola and highlighting his skills as a traditional bowyer was at the core of what I wanted to write about.

Anthony challenged me further with several assignments that gave me a deeper appreciation of the history of Guntersville, Alabama. I dove into the history of the TVA and the many dams they built to tame the Tennessee River floods and harness its power with hydroelectricity. The story I wrote about Riverview Campground gave me a glimpse into the incredible history of the Gilbreath family, one of the first families to settle the area before the Guntersville Dam was built. For the America 250 edition of The Advertiser Gleam, I wrote about a revolutionary time for Guntersville when the dam was built. The land that had to be surrendered, the graves that were relocated, and the lives that were uprooted for the creation of Guntersville Lake gave me a new sense of respect and appreciation for the lake and the surrounding woods I have at times taken for granted. I was further inspired by another story where I covered the Tennessee River 600, a group of around one hundred personal watercraft riders that were making their 30th annual, week-long, six-hundred-mile journey along the historic waterway.

Guntersville, the lake that reshaped it, and all the recreational TVA lands that surround it have always held special meaning in my existence. When I was a kid, my father spent so much time at the lake, I called it “Daddy’s Lake”. Over the first half of my life, he would teach me how to take fish from the Tennessee River and harvest deer, rabbit, and squirrels from the foothills of the Smokie Mountains. Most importantly, he stressed to me the importance of stewardship, conservation, protection of wild places, and just leaving it better than we found it. I have always had a knack for writing, but the principles my father embedded into my being inspired me to put a purpose into words. I wanted to break into the outdoors industry as a creative writer!

I had zero writing credits at the start of the year, but throughout the summer of 2026, I was fortunate enough to submit over twenty articles to The Advertiser Gleam newspaper and two feature articles in Good Life Marshall County magazine. Other projects are already in the works, and I plan to continue writing for the Gleam as a correspondent. I cannot thank everyone one involved in my experience enough. I feel like I have made many new friends, found a great sense of accomplishment, and now have a new outlet to put my creativity to work!
 

