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BY COREY VAUGHN

THE DAILY IBERIAN

A local neighborhood group gifted food 
to Iberia Medical Center staff Saturday 
morning. 

Cindy Herring, a member of the 
Shadows Bend neighborhood group, 
said residents in the community had 
started a rosary group to pray since the 
COVID-19 outbreak began sweeping over 
the nation. 

“It started with our rosary group 
and it just kind of developed into our 

neighborhood deciding to get together 
and donate money,” Herring said. 

That also developed into a 
partnership with Chicken Salad 
Chick, a restaurant franchise that 
has committed to helping healthcare 
workers across the country. 

Herring delivered 100 meals Saturday 
morning in front of Iberia Medical 
Center to a thankful Chad Langlinais, 
IMC nursing supervisor. 

“Y’all remember to pray for us,” 
Langlinais said after receiving the 
donated food.

BY DWAYNE FATHERREE

THE DAILY IBERIAN

Iberia Parish President 
Larry Richard has made an 
amendment to last week’s lim-
its on the hours of operation 
for essential businesses, add-
ing two hours to the time in 
which they are allowed to be 
open each day.

The changes, which go into 
effect Tuesday, will allow ven-

dors to open at 5 a.m. and re-
main open until 9 p.m.

The initial restrictions 
went into effect one week ago. 
Those rules limited essential 
retailers to open between the 
hours of 6 a.m. and 8 p.m.

Richard said overall busi-
nesses have been “very good” 
in holding to the restrictions, 
including a limit of 20 percent 
of the fire marshal’s rated ca-
pacity for a business being in-

side the premises at any given 
time and maintaining only 
one point of ingress or egress, 
with a monitor to make sure 
that the maximum capacity 
limits are observed. 

“For the most part, I think 
all of our businesses are be-
having very well,” Richard 
said. “Most of them, like Rous-
es, won’t change their hours 
from what they are doing now. 
Walmart will stay with the 

hours they already have set.”
The addendum also requires 

businesses to create one-way 
traffic through a store’s aisles 
to prevent customer contact. 
It also dictates a one-buggy/
one-customer policy shall be 
instituted to keep the number 
of people out of their homes to 
a minimum.

The amendment will contin-

Parish expanding hours businesses can be open 

SEE PARISH, PAGE A6

TWO MORE OPERATING HOURS

Shadows Bend residents partner with Chicken Salad Chick to feed hospital staff 

100 meals donated to 
IMC healthcare workers

DONATED MEALS FOR HEATHCARE PROFESSIONALS

SUBMITTED

Cindy Herring and Iberia Medical Center nursing supervisor Chad Langlinais stand next to 100 donated meals from Chicken Salad Chick that 
were given by residents of the Shadows Bend neighborhood.

HELPING LOCAL BUSINESSES

Wick offering matching grants to local businesses
FROM STAFF REPORTS

Wick Communications, a fam-
ily-owned multi-media compa-
ny and parent company of The 
Daily Iberian, has established a 
$500,000 Community Grant Pro-
gram to assist locally owned 
businesses during the COVID-19 
crisis.

Businesses may apply for a dol-
lar-for-dollar advertising/mar-
keting matching grant ranging 
from $200 to $10,000. Grants will 
be awarded in April, May and 

June.
Wick Communications has 

media operations in 11 states, 
most ly in smaller markets, 
and has a long history of work-
ing closely with small-business 
owners. 

“The grant is our opportunity 
to support local businesses that 
employ our neighbors, the same 
businesses being devastated by 
this current crisis,” Wick Com-
munications CEO Francis Wick 

SEE GRANTS, PAGE A6
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(worldometers.info)
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Total number of Louisiana 

COVID-19 tests

21,016
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Louisiana
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Total deaths in Louisiana
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• Statistics from worldometers.
com are updated at midnight 
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day at cdc.gov/coronavirus.
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“It started with our rosary group 

and it just kind of developed 

into our neighborhood deciding 

to get together and donate 

money.”

Cindy Herring
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said. “As a leadership organization, 
we are here to assist those commu-
nity leaders and organizations who 
are willing to invest in themselves, 
their messaging and, ultimately, their 
community.”

Details and applications may be 
found at wickcommunications.com or 
iberianet.com.

“The economic impact of the 
COVID-19 outbreak was felt quickly 
and deeply across our community,” 

Daily Iberian Publisher Shanna Dick-
ens said. “Which is why I cannot wait 
to see how our local businesses take 
advantage of this innovative grant 
opportunity. We believe in your mes-
sage and we believe that there has 
never been a more important time for 
you to broadcast that message than 
now.”

“As a family, we’re proud to be as-
sociated with New Iberia and years of 
support from readers and advertisers. 
The future will be bright after weath-
ering this storm,” Wick said.

tinue to allow 24-hour 
pharmacies to operate 
beyond 9 p.m., but only 
the pharmacy portion, 
and even that only by 
way of a drive-through 

window.
Gas stations will also 

be a l lowed to oper -
ate their gas pumps in 
automated mode after 
9 p.m. to service first-
responders,  employ-
ees of essential busi-

nesses a nd medic a l 
personnel.

The current orders 
are scheduled to re -
main in place unti l 
Apri l 30 unless cir-
c u m st a nc e s  d ic t at e 
otherwise.
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CORONAVIRUS

Number of  COVID-19 fatalities who are  African-American dips below 60%
BY DWAYNE FATHERREE

THE DAILY IBERIAN

The Louisiana De-
pa r t ment of  Hea lt h 
coronavi r us update 
Monday showed the 
percentage of coronavi-
rus deaths among the 
state’s black population, 
while still dispropor-
tionately higher than 
for other groups, has 
dropped somewhat in 
the last week while also 
showing a growth in the 
infections among the 
state’s nursing home 
communities.

According to the LDH 
update released at noon 
Monday, 59.29 percent 
of COVID-19 deaths in 
L ouisia na occu r red 
among African Ameri-
cans, and 30.24 percent 
occurred among white 
residents. Last week, 
the report showed 70.48 
percent of the victims 
who died from COVID-
19 in the state were Af-
rican American. 

The top three under-
lying conditions among 
COVID-19 deaths in the 
latest report are hyper-
tension (59.76 percent), 
diabetes (38.10 percent) 
and chronic kidney dis-

ease (22.50 percent).
T h e  r e p o r t  a l s o 

s h o w e d  t h a t  1 , 0 4 0 
COVID-19 cases have 
been reported among 
residents of 116 nursing 
homes in Louisiana, 
almost double the 557 
residents reported last 
week. The number of 
deaths among residents 
also rose since Wednes-
day, the last update on 
long-term care patients. 
The new data shows 201 
COVID-19 deaths among 
nursing home residents, 
up from 130 five days 
ago. 

Up d at e s  on  nu r s -
ing home cases are 
g i v e n  t w o  d a y s  a 
week, on Mondays and 
Wednesdays.

In many cases, ac-
cording to LDH, health 
care providers outside 
of the long-term care 
facility test and diag-
nose residents with 
COVID-19. The facilities 
then self-report positive 
cases to LDH.

The demand for ven-
tilators dedicated to 
COVID-19 patients in 
the state continued to 
remain lower than pre-
dicted. The state report-
ed 458 patients using 

venti lators Monday. 
The number of hospi-
talizations of COVID-19 
patients is currently at 
2,084.

Although the num-
ber of COVID-19 deaths 
climbed by 44 Monday 
to 884 from 840 on Sun-
day, that is still a lower 
daily death rate than 
had been predicted as 
the COVID-19 outbreak 
apex approached. Mod-
els had anticipated a 
peak of 85 deaths per 
day. Last week, LDH 
reported 70 deaths on 
Tuesday and again on 
Wednesday, then 50 on 
Thursday and 53 on 
Friday.

In Monday’s report, 
LDH said that 21,016 
cases of COVID-19 had 
been identified in the 
state, an increase of 421 
from Sunday’s total. 

In Iberia Parish, the 
total of identified cases 
rose to 142, based on 613 
tests in the parish so 
far. The death toll from 
COVID-19 remained at 
five.

St .  Mar tin Parish 
saw its cases rise to 
162, with the number 
of COVID-19-attributed 
deaths at eight. There 
have been 539 COVID-
19 tests performed in 
the parish, the bulk of 
those representing an 

increase in commercial 
testing.

In St. Mary Parish, 
the number of cases 
rose to 127 in Monday’s 
report, with 470 tests 
performed in the par-
ish. The parish has re-
ported two deaths from 
COVID-19. 

Lafayette Parish saw 
an increase to 360 cases, 
with 14,143 tests per-
formed. The parish has 
reported 14 deaths from 
COVID-19.

Orleans Parish was 
at 5,651 cases based on 
17,964 COVID-19 tests 
performed. The parish 
death toll from COVID-
19 climbed to 244.

The Jefferson Parish 
case count has risen to 
5,088 with 186 fatalities. 
There have been 14,973 
COVID-19 tests admin-
istered there.

The state’s reference 
laborator y has per-
formed 5,589 tests as of 
Monday’s report. Com-
mercial laboratories 
have added another 
102,502 tests.

The current number 
of Louisiana COVID-
19 cases identified in 
the 50-59 age range, the 
largest group of con-

firmed cases, rose to 
4,274 — including 99 
fatalities. In the 40 to 
49 age group, the num-
ber of cases has risen 
to 3,279 with 39 deaths 
reported. In the 60 to 69 
age group, there were 
3,711 cases reported and 
167 deaths. 

T he 70 a nd above 
group case count rose to 
3,535 cases. The number 
of deaths in that group 
rose to 553 — the larg-
est number of fatalities 
for any age group and 
more than the number 
of deaths in all other 
groups combined.

There are 3,339 iden-
t i f ied c ases  i n t he 
30 -39 age group, and 
20 deaths. The 18 to 29 
age group has 2 ,225 
cases and five reported 
deaths. The under 18 
group has 203 cases 
total, with one death 
reported.

By gender, the state’s 
report shows women 
making up the largest 
part — 55 percent — of 
the identified COVID-19 
cases in the state, with 
men comprising 40 per-
cent and the other five 
percent identified as 
unknown or other.

Race
Black: 59.29 percent
White: 30.24 percent
Unknown: 8.81 percent
Asian: 0.83 percent
Other: 0.71 percent
Native Hawaiian/Pacific 
Islander: 0.12 percent
American Indian/Alaskan 
Native: 0.0 percent

Ethnicity
Non-Hispanic/Latino: 73.30 
percent
Unknown: 25.63 percent
Hispanic/Latino: 1.07

COVID-19 DEATHS 

BY RACE/ETHNICITY

COVID-19 DEATHS 

— UNDERLYING 

CONDITIONS

Hypertension: 59.76 percent 
Diabetes: 38.10 percent
Chronic kidney disease:  
22.50 percent
Obesity: 22.26 percent
Cardiac disease: 20.71 percent
Pulmonary: 12.98 percent
Congestive heart failure:  
11. 43 percent
Neurological: 9.17 percent
Cancer: 8.93 percent
Asthma: 4.52 percent

GRANTS: Opportunity for businesses
FROM PAGE A1

PARISH: At least through April 30
FROM PAGE A1

OIL & GAS

Oil industry group leader says international oil deal not enough to help state
BY DAVID JACOBS

THE CENTER SQUARE

A  h i s t o r i c  d e a l 
re ached Su nd ay by 
some of the world’s lead-
ing oil-producing na-
tions may “help move 
the needle in the right 
direction” for the do-
mestic oil industry but 
it won’t be enough to 
help Louisiana produc-
ers survive, an industry 
leader said Monday.

Members of the Or-
ganization of the Pe-
t r ole u m  E x p o r t i n g 
Countries and other 
major producers in-
cluding Russia, known 
as OPEC+, pledged to 
reduce global oil pro-
duction by almost 10 
million barrels a day, 
or close to 10 percent of 
world output, beginning 
next month, according 
to published reports. 

“Our industry is on 
the verge of collapsing,” 
said Gif ford Briggs, 
president of the Loui-

siana Oil & Gas Asso-
ciation. “With tens of 
thousands of jobs and 
millions of dollars in 
tax revenue at risk, it is 
essential for policymak-
ers at all levels of gov-
ernment to implement 
aggressive and imme-
diate solutions to offset 
the expectation of pro-
longed shut-in wells, a 
massively oversupplied 
world oil market and 
the global shutdown of 
our economy.”

Briggs urged Con-
g r e s s  to  t emp or a r -

ily eliminate federal 
offshore royalties in the 
Gulf of Mexico “to pre-
vent thousands of leas-
es from being shut in.” 
LOGA also is asking 
Louisiana lawmakers 
to “provide immediate 
severance tax relief,” 
ease regulations, and 
find a way to address 
local government law-
suits against the indus-
try alleging environ-
mental damage to the 
state’s coastal region.

The domestic oil in-
dustry has been hit 

hard by low prices and 
the economic slowdown 
caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic. The indus-
try’s struggles in turn 
create uncertainty in 
states like Louisiana 
where energy tax rev-
enue is an important 
component of govern-
ment budgets.  

The Louisiana Oil & 
Gas Association recent-
ly surveyed its mem-
bers, which the organi-
zation says includes 450 
companies across the 
state. The survey shows 

that without some kind 
of emergency relief, en-
ergy producers may be 
forced to shut-in more 
than half of the wells 
they currently operate 
in Louisiana and po-
tentially reduce their 
workforce by as much 
as 70 percent over the 
next 90 days, LOGA 
says.

According to the De-
partment of Natural 
Resources, there are 
33,650 oil and gas wells 
current ly operating 
in Louisiana. LOGA 

says as many as 16,800 
of those could be shut 
in, according to survey 
respondents.

The operation of these 
wells directly employs 
about 33,900 workers 
according to the Loui-
siana Workforce Com-
mission’s most recent 
quarterly report. Based 
on survey projections, 
more than 23,000 jobs, 
which generate $2.2 bil-
lion dollars in earnings 
annually, are at imme-
diate risk, LOGA says.

Briggs says “it’s going 
to be devastating” if 
oil prices don’t exceed 
$40 a barrel by June 1. 
West Texas Intermedi-
ate crude oil on Monday 
afternoon was priced at 
$22.40.

“Our members are 
doing everything they 
can to keep their doors 
open and protect their 
workers, whose liveli-
hoods are at risk,” he 
said. “We cannot do this 
alone.”

“Our industry is on the verge of collapsing. With tens of thousands of jobs and 

millions of dollars in tax revenue at risk, it is essential for policymakers at all levels 

of government to implement aggressive and immediate solutions to offset the 

expectation of prolonged shut-in wells, a massively oversupplied world oil market and 

the global shutdown of our economy.”

Gifford Briggs 

President, Louisiana Oil & Gas Association

BY DAVID JACOBS

THE CENTER SQUARE

The U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers on Monday 
began the process of clos-
ing the Bonnet Carré 
Spillway in response to 
lower Mississippi River 
levels at Red River Land-
ing, the Corps says.

The Corps will contin-
ue to assess conditions 
of the Mississippi River 

and perform closure op-
erations as the river flow 
rates continue to fall.

After saying in Febru-
ary that they didn’t ex-
pect to open the Bonnet 
Carré or the Morganza 
spil lways this year, 
Corps officials began op-
erating the Bonnet Carré 
April 3, opening 90 bays 
at the river’s peak to al-
leviate flood risk.

“Although water levels 

are receding, allowing 
the Army Corps to begin 
structure’s closure, the 
Mississippi River in the 
New Orleans District’s 
area of responsibility 
remains elevated,” the 
Corps says. “Army Corps 
personnel will continue 
flood fight inspections 
alongside local levee dis-
tricts and all levee and 
excavation restrictions 
remain in effect.”

Corps begins closing Bonnet Carré Spillway
FLOOD CONTROL


