
 

Sunday Lesson –  December 12, 2021 
                                

GOSPEL:   Luke 3: 7-18 

“God will ignite the kingdom life” 

Context 

“In last Sunday’s Gospel reading, John the Baptist issued a 

ringing call to prepare the way for the Lord.  He proclaimed a 

baptism of repentance leading to forgiveness of sins. In today’s 

reading, John spells out what repentance looks like: when 

peoples’ hearts and minds are changed, their actions change 

too. Words are empty if they don’t result in deeds. Fruitless 

trees will be chopped down and thrown into the fire.” (Excerpts from 

workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/third-sunday-of-advent-

3/commentary-on-luke-37-18-3) 

Insight 

“John’s basic message is that, in view of pending judgment, the 

people of God must be charitable, sacrificial, just, and content. 

With judgment right around the corner is no time to hoard this 

world’s goods, cheat people, or abuse positions of authority. The 

humble, repentant heart will be prone to benevolence, honesty, 

and mercy. God never condemned anyone for having riches, but 

He does give grave warnings to those who seek after riches 

more than they seek after God. The principles in John’s 

message are still in force today. When our hearts are right with 

God, we will be quick to sacrifice and give to others.  We should 

pray daily to seek the Lord’s guidance for how we can best use 

the money and other resources He has entrusted to us.” (Excerpts 

from gotquestions.org/give-it-all-away.html) 

Gospel Reading  

“When crowds of people came out for baptism because it was 

the popular thing to do, John exploded: “Brood of snakes! What 

do you think you’re doing slithering down here to the river? Do 

you think a little water on your snakeskins is going to deflect 

God’s judgment? It’s your life that must change, not your skin. 

And don’t think you can pull rank by claiming Abraham as 

‘father.’ Being a child of Abraham is neither here nor there—

children of Abraham are a dime a dozen. God can make 

children from stones if he wants. What counts is your life. Is it 

green and flourishing? Because if it’s deadwood, it goes on the 

fire.” The crowd asked him, “Then what are we supposed to 

do?”  “If you have two coats, give one away,” he said. “Do the 

same with your food.” Tax men also came to be baptized and 

said, “Teacher, what should we do?” He told them, “No more 

extortion—collect only what is required by law.” Soldiers asked 

him, “And what should we do?” He told them, “No harassment, 

no blackmail—and be content with your rations.” The interest of 

the people by now was building. They were all beginning to 

wonder, “Could this John be the Messiah?” But John intervened: 

“I’m baptizing you here in the river. The main character in this 

drama, to whom I’m a mere stagehand, will ignite the kingdom 

life, a fire, the Holy Spirit within you, changing you from the 

inside out. He’s going to clean house—make a clean sweep of 

your lives. He’ll place everything true in its proper place before 

God; everything false he’ll put out with the trash to be burned.” 

There was a lot more of this—words that gave strength to the 

people, words that put heart in them. The Message! But Herod, 

the ruler, stung by John’s rebuke in the matter of Herodias, his 

brother Philip’s wife, capped his long string of evil deeds with 

this outrage: He put John in jail.” The Message 

What It Could Mean? 

“It is worth asking: what do the people need, then and now?  

Perhaps the crowds who gather around John recognize the 

ways they have fallen short, how they have broken covenant 

with God and with each other, including the command to love 

God and neighbor (Deuteronomy 6:5; Leviticus 19:18; see also 

Luke 10:27). If people are honest with themselves, most know in 

their hearts that their actions, inactions, and attitudes often fail 

to demonstrate love for others. Is there any hope for change? 



  Perhaps people fear the costs of their failures and are looking 

for a way out. Maybe they desire to live more faithfully but they 

do not know how. Perhaps they are overwhelmed or frightened 

and have nowhere else to turn. 

  John cautions against abusing the privilege of a family tree that 

has a long prior relationship with God. If any think that ancestry, 

ethnicity, place of origin, language or any other status-marker or 

identity—including, today, within the church or outside of it—

allows them to lord it over others or lets them off the hook, John 

severs those notions at their root. 

   It is good to be reminded that John’s message is meant for a 

people who wait with eager longing for a Savior, then and now. 

If those who came to see John are called snakes, so are we. If 

they cannot claim special privilege based on their heritage, 

neither can we. If they risk cutting themselves off from God, if 

the ax is ready to fall on them … so it is on us. 

  Many are all too familiar with the (figurative) blow of the ax. 

They know what it is to be cut off from friends and/or family. 

Some are experiencing the world as if it were without light, 

wondering where God is in the depth of their suffering. Some 

can feel in their bodies the blunt cut of illness, injustice, or 

disease. All have been touched by traumas associated with the 

pandemic. 

   The question of what to do appears almost as often in Luke as 

in the other three Gospels combined. In our passage, the 

people ask this question in response to John’s instruction to 

“bear fruits worthy of repentance” (Luke 3:8). 

  Repentance (metanoia = literally to change one’s mind; to turn) 

is a significant theme in Luke-Acts, signaling a new or renewed 

relationship with God (for example, Luke 13:3; 16:30; Acts 3:19; 

20:21). It is closely tied with forgiveness.  Repentance 

actualizes the gift of forgiveness that is already offered by God. 

  In response to the peoples’ question, John speaks directly to 

temptations inherent to each group—particularly that of grasping 

after “more” at the expense of others (a temptation that is 

familiar enough today). He admonishes the crowds to share 

resources. As for the tax-collectors, don’t be greedy. Soldiers, 

don’t abuse power. 

  John’s instructions suggest that it is not enough simply to be 

sorry (one of the ways we often think of repentance); 

repentance is lived out in the everyday practices of life, no 

matter one’s vocational calling. 

  The good news is that God sends One who is more powerful 

than John, with gifts greater than the crowd can imagine. This 

Messiah brings a baptism of spirit and of fire: the very breath 

and power of God to change everything. That is very good 

news, indeed.” (Excerpts from workerpreacher.org; Revised Common 

Lectionary by Audrey West) 

 Readings for Further Study 

 Psalm 16:11  ...”you fill me with joy in your presence..” 

 Matthew 6: 19-21   God’s desire is for us to set our 

hearts on things above 

 Nehemiah 8:10  “The joy of the Lord is your strength”  

Thought for the Day  

“The Advent journey:  Hope becomes peace. Peace becomes 

joy.  Joy becomes Love.  Love becomes Christ.”  ~ Bobby 

Schuller 

 A Prayer  

 “Advent calls us: 

Beyond parties, to PRAYER. 

Beyond cards, to CONVERSATION. 

Beyond singing carols, to REAL JOY IN PRAISING GOD. 

Beyond festive foods, to LIFE CHANGING OPPORTUNITIES. 

Beyond material gift giving, to DEVELOPING SPIRITUAL 

GIFTS 

Beyond praying, to WORKING FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE. 

Come Lord Jesus light the fire within us.” 
~blog.lakesideohio.com/2015/12/13/devotional-luke-3-7-18-the-message-msg/  


