
 

Sunday Lesson – March 6, 2022  
                               

GOSPEL:   Luke 4: 1-13 

“Tested by the Devil” 

Context 

“During Lent the church often focuses on repentance, resisting 

temptation, and the passion of Jesus. Today’s text reminds us 

that our capacity to repent and to resist temptation comes from 

our relationship with God and the grace of his deliverance rather 

than from our own strength and initiative. As we read Luke’s 

version carefully, we can see two competing stories: the story 

that Jesus taps into in order to resist the devil and successfully 

navigate the temptations laid before him and the narrative the 

devil presents.” (Excerpts from workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-

common-lectionary/first-sunday-in-lent-3/commentary-on-luke-41-13) 

Insight 

“This connection between Baptism, the Spirit, identity, and 

affirmation to his ability to move into this encounter with the devil 

is important. But also notice that it is the same Spirit who leads 

him into the wilderness. That’s important, too. The Spirit is not 

all “sweetness and light.” Yes, the Spirit descended on Jesus as 

he heard the voice from heaven grant identity and affirmation. 

And now that same Spirit is leading him into the wilderness to 

be tested for forty days and tempted. 

  Blessing or challenge, affirmation or wilderness, identity or 

isolation, Luke confesses the Spirit at work. God does not will 

evil for God’s people. But might the Spirit lead us beyond what 

we thought was possible, drive us to places we wouldn’t 

otherwise go, challenge us with situations we didn’t think we 

were prepared for? Count on it. 

  Makes you think twice about the ancient prayer of the Church, 

“Come, Holy Spirit”! But that is the nature of the Spirit – 

empowering, restless, dynamic, challenging. And if Luke wants 

us to know nothing else right now, I’d say he wants us to know 

that life in and with the Spirit is always an adventure. “Come, 

Holy Spirit!”” (Excerpts from davidlose.net/2013/01/luke-4-1-13/) 

Gospel Reading  

“Now Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led 

by the Spirit into the wild. For forty wilderness days and nights 

he was tested by the Devil. He ate nothing during those days, 

and when the time was up he was hungry. The Devil, playing on 

his hunger, gave the first test: “Since you’re God’s Son, 

command this stone to turn into a loaf of bread.” Jesus 

answered by quoting Deuteronomy: “It takes more than bread to 

really live.” For the second test he led him up and spread out all 

the kingdoms of the earth on display at once. Then the Devil 

said, “They’re yours in all their splendor to serve your pleasure. 

I’m in charge of them all and can turn them over to whomever I 

wish. Worship me and they’re yours, the whole works.” Jesus 

refused, again backing his refusal with Deuteronomy: “Worship 

the Lord your God and only the Lord your God. Serve him with 

absolute single-heartedness.” For the third test the Devil took 

him to Jerusalem and put him on top of the Temple. He said, “If 

you are God’s Son, jump. It’s written, isn’t it, that ‘he has placed 

you in the care of angels to protect you; they will catch you; you 

won’t so much as stub your toe on a stone’?” “Yes,” said Jesus, 

“and it’s also written, ‘Don’t you dare tempt the Lord your God.’” 

That completed the testing. The Devil retreated temporarily, 

lying in wait for another opportunity” The Message 

What It Could Mean? 

“As Christians begin Lent, Luke reminds us of the premise and 

power of following the Spirit in the wilderness for a forty-day 

journey. An aspect of this passage that has always struck me is 

what (or better who) led Jesus into the wilderness. It is the 

Spirit. Each of the three trials that the Diabolic One presents 

raises a question about power: Jesus’, the Diabolic One’s, and 

ultimately God’s. 



  In the first of the Diabolic One’s three trials, he asserts to 

Jesus that if he is the Son of God, he should transform a stone 

into bread. The Diabolic One, the consummate trickster, takes 

advantage of Jesus’ hunger. He provokes Jesus to summon 

divine authority for his personal cravings. After all, that is what 

emperors like Augustus or his adopted son Tiberius, named in 

Luke 3:1, would do. They too claimed to be the son of god.    

But Jesus is not that kind of self-serving son of God. 

  Jesus responds by quoting the Torah—the law of the God of 

Israel—essentially stating that a human’s life is more than its 

cravings. Jesus quotes the Torah to assert that humans are not 

solely responsible for their own well-being. Humans should lean 

into the Spirit’s leading—even in uncertain circumstances. They 

should learn from the Israelites who wandered in the wilderness 

for forty years. During those uncertain times, their lack did not 

hinder God’s provision. The Spirit, like the pillar of cloud and 

fire, leads to God’s uncommon provision. This aligns with what 

Jesus would say later in Luke that “life is more than an 

abundance of possessions.” Jesus’ power was rooted in 

confidently following the Spirit into the unknown. 

  In the second trial, he claims that he can give Jesus authority 

(exousia) and fame (doxa) over the kingdoms of the inhabited 

world (oikoumenē). Another way to translate oikoumenē is 

Roman Empire. The Diabolic One offers Jesus prestige within 

the empire that John the Baptist critiqued. His requirement is 

that Jesus worship him. The Diabolic One exaggerates his 

power and Jesus calls his bluff, quoting the Torah again. Jesus 

asserts that the Lord (kurios) is the only one to be worshipped. 

  Jesus declares that the power that the Diabolic One and the 

emperor think they have is limited. Their fame and authority are 

not priorities for Jesus, because he answers to a higher 

authority. Jesus recognizes that if attaining fame requires 

becoming a servant to the Diabolic One, the cost is too high. 

Jesus rejects the Diabolic One’s offer, because the Diabolic One 

has miscalculated his power and does not recognize that there 

is no price on Jesus’ loyalty. 

  The Diabolic One in his third trial quotes the Psalms. Perhaps 

this is his response to Jesus quoting from the Hebrew Bible 

earlier. The Diabolic One weaves together two psalms to 

convince Jesus to throw himself down from the highest point of 

the Jerusalem Temple. He suggests that God’s angels would 

protect Jesus. Jesus counters him again with a Torah passage. 

The passage from Deuteronomy 6:16 recalls when Yahweh 

provided water from a rock for the complaining Israelites. They 

had angered Yahweh (Owner/Lord, kurios) because according 

to Exodus 17:7 they queried “Is Yahweh among us or not?” 

  Hence, in this trial the Diabolic One attempts to get Jesus to 

put God on trial. Jesus’ response insinuates that the Scriptures 

should not be used to cast doubt on God’s presence with God’s 

people. They should not be used for a game of “gotcha” nor 

should they be recited to serve selfish interests. Instead, the 

Scriptures are reminders of God’s powerful presence with God’s 

people even in the wilderness. There the Spirit leads them to 

resist the allures of the Diabolic One and empire.”  (Excerpts from 

workingpreacher.org, Revised Common Lectionary, by Jeremy L. Williams) 

 Readings for Further Study 

• Mark 1: 12-13 & Matthew 4: 1-11  Other Gospel versions 

of  Jesus’ wilderness temptations 

• Eph 2:2/Deut 6:13 Devil had control of world’s kingdoms/”You 

shall worship the Lord your God and serve Him only” 

Thought for the Day  

“God delights in our temptations and yet hates them. He 

delights in them when they drive us to prayer; He hates them 

when they drive us to despair. ” ~ Martin Luther 

 A Prayer  

Dear God, send us the Holy Spirit to affirm, call, challenge, 

stretch, lead, and comfort us. Now. Always. In Jesus’ name, 

Amen.   


