
 

Sunday Lesson – March 13, 2022  
                               

GOSPEL:   Luke 13: 31-35 

“Jesus’ Sorrow for Jerusalem” 

Context 

“Luke 13:31-35 begins with a warning from the Pharisees for 

Jesus about Herod’s plan to kill him, but it becomes a reflection 

on the nature of Jesus’ life and mission (which reach their 

ultimate goal in his death) and then on the tragic role played by 

Jerusalem in the life of Jesus and other prophets. The passage 

invites Christians today to reflect on the meaning of Jesus’ life 

and death and on the role we play in the continuing mission of 

Jesus.” (Excerpts from workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-

lectionary/second-sunday-in-lent-3/commentary-on-luke-1331-35) 

Insight 

“When Jesus follows this statement about “today and tomorrow”   

by saying that “on the third day I finish my work,” it is perhaps 

not apparent from these words alone what he means. Indeed, 

the reference to “the third day” probably sounds to most readers 

like a reference to the resurrection. Perhaps the resurrection is 

meant to be included, but the following verse makes it clear that 

it is his death that Jesus primarily has in mind: “Yet today, 

tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is 

impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem” 

(verse 33). 

  The important point to note is that Jesus’ death is in continuity 

with the rest of his ministry — “today,” “tomorrow,” and “the third 

day” go together. Jesus’ death is not of a fundamentally different 

character than his ministry while he was alive: They are all 

about establishing the kingdom of God. Holding together Jesus’ 

life and death helps us to make better sense of both.  

  Throughout Lent we are preparing ourselves to experience 

Jesus’ cross. This passage calls us to do so by considering 

whether our lives lead appropriately to that cross. Can we make 

sense of our lives as a part of the establishment of God’s 

kingdom in our world? Or are we frightened from our mission by 

the threats of earthly rulers?” (Excerpts from 

workingpreacher.org/commentaries/revised-common-lectionary/second-sunday-

in-lent-3/commentary-on-luke-1331-35 by Scott Schauf) 

Gospel Reading  

“Just then some Pharisees came up and said, “Run for your life! 

Herod’s got your number. He’s out to kill you!” Jesus said, “Tell 

that fox that I’ve no time for him right now. Today and tomorrow 

I’m busy clearing out the demons and healing the sick; the third 

day I’m wrapping things up. Besides, it’s not proper for a 

prophet to come to a bad end outside Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem, Jerusalem, killer of prophets, 

    abuser of the messengers of God! 

How often I’ve longed to gather your children, 

    gather your children like a hen, 

Her brood safe under her wings— 

    but you refused and turned away! 

And now it’s too late: You won’t see me again 

    until the day you say, 

        ‘Blessed is he 

        who comes in 

        the name of God.’”The Message 

What It Could Mean? 

“Regardless of the trustworthiness of the Pharisees, Jesus 

sends them back with a message: “tell that fox that I answer to a 

higher authority.” Foxes in both Greek and rabbinic literature 

were depicted as crafty, sinister creatures. This is no 

compliment to Herod. Jesus insists that the tetrarch of Galilee 

will not hinder his work of casting out demons like Legion (Luke 

8:26-39) who represent Roman military might. 

  Nor will King Herod’s threat prevent him from providing cures 

for people’s maladies. Jesus declares that he will keep working 



today, tomorrow and the third day when he will be completed 

(teleioumai). The completion on the third day, for a Christian 

reader, shouts resurrection. But Jesus must make a stop before 

resurrection. He is under divine mandate to go through 

Jerusalem. This necessary stop is captured by the word dei in 

Luke 13:33, which for Luke is associated with God’s divine 

purpose at work, especially in the life of Jesus. 

  Luke characterizes Jesus as a prophet who takes upon himself 

the image of the divine bird. Not quite as the eagle with a nest 

(Deuteronomy 32:11), but as a hen, he desires (thelō) to provide 

shelter under his wings (Psalm 91:4). Jesus’ prophetic work 

since Luke 4 has been to live out the words of an earlier 

prophet, Isaiah, whom he quotes saying: 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

  because he has anointed me 

         to bring good news to the poor. 

 He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives 

  and recovery of sight to the blind, 

         to let the oppressed go free, 

 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

(Luke 4:18-19 NRSV) 

  This message is not always accepted. When Jesus first 

proclaims it, he is almost thrown off a cliff in his own hometown 

(Luke 4:28-30). In this passage, Jesus has received another 

death threat, this time from Herod. He does not cower from that 

intimidation, but he counters it by calling him a fox. Jesus’ 

priority does not seem to be his own safety. He instead is 

primarily concerned about following the divine purpose (dei) that 

does not direct him away from danger. It leads him directly into it 

and ultimately through it. 

  As noted above, Luke presents Jesus as a prophet. A 

significant aspect of his prophetic identity is Jerusalem’s 

negative response to him. Jerusalem does not desire (thelō) 

what Jesus desires.    

  The prophet’s message in contradistinction declares that it is 

those leaders who actually violate their covenant with God. They 

are the ones who convict innocent people and prioritize political 

correctness over providing cures. Hence, their house (oikos), 

authority, faithfulness, and desires are empty like an uninhabited 

wilderness (erēmos). 

  Jesus’ critique is not against all Jewish people nor is it against 

all of the people in Jerusalem. It is against those who criminalize 

truth-tellers. One must remember that Jesus was Jewish. He 

primarily preached to Jewish people, and his critique against 

Jerusalem was akin to an American critiquing Washington D.C. 

In most cases, such a critique sounds general, but it is not 

against all of the people who live there. The critique is often 

directed toward particular problems that the critic observes 

about the way that things are and their desires for the way that 

things should be.”  (Excerpts from workingpreacher.org, Revised Common 

Lectionary, by Jeremy L. Williams) 

 Readings for Further Study 

• Matthew 23:37/Luke 19:41  “...Jerusalem, who kills the 

prophets..”/”As Jesus approached Jerusalem and saw the city, 

He wept over it.” 

• Psalm 102:27-28  “But thou art the same, and thy years shall 

have no end...” 

Thought for the Day  

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”  

~ Hebrews 13:8 

 A Prayer  

Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully 

and act courageously. Keep us steadfast in your covenant of 

grace, and teach us the wisdom that comes only through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen.   


