Music Notes: June 16th, 2019

Today’s musician is:
· Michael Carney, UUCC Music Director

Centering Music: Hiraita, Hiraita – Japanese Folk Song
Offertory: “Poppies” from A Flower Suite – Rowley
Special Music: Over the Rainbow – Arlen/Harburg
Postlude: La Vie en rose - Louiguy/Monnot/Piaf

“Hiraita, Hiraita” is a traditional song from Japan about lotus blossoms. The piano arrangement you're hearing today is based on a choral version of the song by Ken Hakoda (b. 1973), a native of Japan who is now the Music Department Chair and Director of Choral Music at Kansas Wesleyan University and Music Director of the Salina Symphony. Of “Hiraita, Hiraita”, Hakoda writes, “(The song) portrays the wondrous yet simple moments when a lotus flower blossoms and then closes…The music depicts this eternal cycle by overlapping several layers of melodies to create a mysterious and dream-like atmosphere.”
Alec Rowley (1892-1958) was a lesser-known British composer, organist, pianist, and scholar. Although he composed a few larger-scale works, Rowley was primarily known for his chamber music and solo compositions for piano and organ. Published in 1915, A Flower Suite (op. 10) was one of Rowley’s earliest published works. “Poppies” is the fifth and final movement of Rowley’s suite of flower songs for solo piano. 
One of the most beloved songs ever created, “Over the Rainbow” was written by the songwriting team of composer Harold Arlen (1905-1986) and lyricist E.Y. Harburg (1896-1981). Written specifically for The Wizard of Oz, “Over the Rainbow” took home the 1939 Academy Award for Best Original Song. Among its many other honors, the song was chosen as number one on the "Songs of the 20th Century" list compiled by the Recording Industry Association of America along with the National Endowment for the Arts, and also sits atop The American Film Institute’s list of the Greatest Movie Songs of All Time.  
"La Vie en rose" (Life in Rosy Hues) is a 1945 song written by French songwriters Louiguy (Louis Guglielmi, 1916-1991) and Marguerite Monnot (1903-1961) with words by French singer Édith Piaf (1915-1963). First recorded by Piaf, "La Vie en rose" became famous as her signature song. Although associated almost exclusively with Piaf in France, many artists have released successful cover versions of "La Vie en rose" in the U.S., among them Bing Crosby, Grace Jones, and Louis Armstrong. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Coming Soon:  Our service musicians next Sunday, June 23rd will be UUCC Pianist Karin Tooley along with a trio of guest musicians: violist Yarden Faden, baritone Jason Fuh, and pianist Dolores White. Look for an announcement elsewhere in today’s order of service for more information about next week’s guest musicians. 
