Dane Buy Local Looses One of Our Own: Leslie Watkins

News came Wednesday, via Facebook, that Leslie Watkins passed away on March 6 from pancreatic cancer. Leslie was the Events and Membership Specialist for Dane Buy Local in 2017.

Leslie’s varied professional career took her to New York City in the 1970s, where she worked in design and sales for over a decade. She returned to Madison in the mid-1980s and opened Paperteria, becoming the first female, Black-owned retail store owner in the State Street/Downtown Madison district.

Some of you may remember Leslie working as the Marketing Director of Hilldale. And in the 1990s, she worked in the Isthmus Publishing Classified Department. Later she also worked for Z.Boutique.

On a personal note, I was always amazed at the number of people Leslie knew. She had many Madison connections, and was loved by those who knew her. Leslie’s big personality made it easy to connect with her. I enjoyed our visits in her Hilldale office, where she kept an eccentric array of trinkets, collectables, and marketing materials on display. You never knew what would show up next. 

Rest in peace, Leslie. It was an honor to know you.


