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The Clean Up Woman 
by Jennifer Ledwith 

When it comes to scholarships, Dominique Young, native of Ft. 
Worth, is the clean up woman. She attended the University of 
Arkansas at Pine Bluff on a full-ride scholarship and then some. 
After she graduated from UAPB with a Bachelor of Science in 
Agricultural Business, she earned a Master’s Degree in Personal 
Financial Planning from Texas Tech University. After graduating, 
she traveled to Jamaica and China and moved to Washington, 
D.C., where she began her career as a government agency student 
employment coordinator. 

Dominique and I chatted about her accomplishments. Below, she 
shares her story and tips on winning scholarships. 

JL: Tell me a little about your full-ride scholarship. 
DY: I was a USDA National Scholar. The scholarship was for 
students who attended 1890 land grant colleges and wanted to 
pursue careers in agriculture.  The USDA paid tuition, fees, and 
supplies, and my school, UAPB, paid for room and board.  

JL:  Did you apply for other scholarships? 
DY: Yes, I treated my scholarship search like a part-time job. 
First, I started applying to scholarships from Fastweb, but I 
noticed that their scholarships tended to be more competitive 
than the local ones. I started to focus on local scholarships. I won 
scholarships from the Ft.Worth MLK Commission, AXA Community 
Scholars, my church, and other local organizations. In addition to 
my USDA scholarship, I won about 5 to 8 scholarships. 

JL:  When did you start applying for scholarships? 
DY: I started applying toward the end of 11th grade, but I got 
really serious about scholarships during September of 12th grade. 
It’s best to start looking in August, before school begins, to know 

what you’re getting yourself into.   CONTINUED 

mailto:jdledwith@scholaready.com
http://www.scholaready.com/
http://www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/usdahome?contentidonly=true&contentid=1890program.xml
http://www.fastweb.com/


 

 
Jennifer Ledwith, Owner 

(713) 553-6557 

jdledwith@scholaready.com 

www.scholaready.com 

 

Scholar Ready Services 

:: Test Preparation 

:: Math Tutoring 

:: Essay Writing 

                                                                                                             ©2015 Jennifer Ledwith 

JL: How did you find scholarships to apply for? 
DY: My dad told me about the USDA scholarship. I always kept my 
eyes and ears open for opportunities. I asked my counselor, 
people in the community, and listened to the radio. My parents 
asked around as well. 
  
JL: What advice do you have for students applying for 
scholarships? 
DY: 

 Apply to everything. Usually, the essay topics are so similar 
from one topic to another, so you can take a couple of 
essays and tweak them for each application.  

 Be organized and keep copies of your SAT and ACT scores.  

 Keep your letters of recommendation on hand. If you have 
to, write your own letters and let the recommenders sign 
them. 

 Update your resume and have someone review it.  

 Start looking early: don’t wait until January or March of 
your senior year. 

  
JL: What advice do you have for students applying to college? 
DY: Be open to other schools. Although you’ve picked out your 
dream school, things change. Initially, I wanted to go to Howard 
University. I visited the campus and even picked out where I was 
going to live. I cried when I learned that I was going to UAPB, but I 
loved my college experience. I love my school. When I was at 
UAPB, I didn’t have the financial stress of working during school or 
taking out loans. 
  
JL: What advice would you give to your 18-year-old self? 
DY: Really enjoy the collegiate experience. Be open to classes 
outside of your major. Focus on learning, not just on getting A’s. 
Study abroad for a semester. I studied in Israel for 3 weeks. If you 
can study abroad for a semester, then go. School and work will 
always be there. It’s a great opportunity.  
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