
A petition for emergency evaluation can be made only if the petitioner has reason to believe that the individual: 
• Has a mental disorder, AND 
• The individual presents a danger to the life or safety of the individual or others

“My relative/friend/neighbor is in a psychiatric crisis, their health care provider recommends hospitalization, 
but they do not want to go voluntarily. What should I do?”
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Adapted from: “What to do in a Psychiatric Crisis” NAMI Maryland. 2010. http://namimd.org/uploaded_files/3/What_to_do_in_a_Psychiatric_Crisis_PDF_for_Web.pdf
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“My relative/friend/neighbor is in a psychiatric crisis, and cannot or will not help themselves, and has no health 
care provider. How can I get the person medical attention?”
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Adapted from: “What to do in a Psychiatric Crisis” NAMI Maryland. 2010. http://namimd.org/uploaded_files/3/What_to_do_in_a_Psychiatric_Crisis_PDF_for_Web.pdf
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911 may be called if immediate help is needed
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