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Searching the Center for Railroad Photography & Art’s new Digital Museum 
 
Homepage: h.ps://railphoto.historyit.com/public-sites/home/digital-museum 

 
 
Basic Search 
To start, we will take a closer look at how to use the main search bar, or what is referred to as 
the Basic Search. 
 

 
 
The Basic Search bar will search the enDre site – it is a fairly simple search and doesn’t allow the 
opportunity to narrow a search right away, whereas an Advanced Search (page 4) does. 
 
To search for something specific from the main search bar, put your search terms in double 
quotaDon marks: 
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As you can see, all results are from John Gruber’s works. 
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To see the image at full-size, or to see more informaDon about it, click on the thumbnail image, 
and you will be able to see the full record.

 
 
To view the next image, click on the blue arrow toward the top, and you’ll be able to navigate 
through your search results.  

 
 
 
A quick note: 
If you don’t put your search in double quotaDon marks, then it will search the site for any 
instance of John and any instance of Gruber individually – meaning you would get not only any 
item on the site with Gruber in it, but you would get any John, including things from the John C. 
Illman Collec7on, any other instance of John, and so on. 
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Advanced Search 
The Advanced Search allows users to be more specific about results they want to receive by 
including mulDple terms to pull from specific areas of informaDon. Current fields to search by 
are: 

§ Iden7fier, which is the filename or ID of the image. 
§ Date/Range, which will allow you to select date(s) or a range to filter results. 
§ Descrip7on, which will search the wri.en descripDon of the records. 
§ Keyword/Subject, which will search parDcular subject, or keyword, tags that have been 
applied to any records – for instance, if there is a railroad worker visible in an image, the 
image has been tagged with Railroad employees, and it will help locate all images with 
workers. 
§ Person, which will search any creator’s name and filter by them; for instance, if you 
wanted works specifically created by Stan Kistler, you could type in Kistler and get all his 
records. 
§ Railroad, which will filter by a parDcular railroad. Please note, we have used parDcular 
names for railroads – for example, Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific is most 
commonly referred to as The Milwaukee Road. You will sDll be able to search by Chicago, 
Milwaukee, St. Paul & Pacific, it’s just that The Milwaukee Road is what will display in the 
search. This enables mulDple people to get the correct results when searching different 
names that railroads have used over the years. 
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A^er each search term box is a checkbox that says, “Require all terms.” This enables the user to 
enter a term that has mulDple words, such as “Railroad staDons,” and will search both terms 
together, not just “Railroad” and “StaDons,” which would get a larger selecDon not specific to 
Railroad staDons. This works in the same way as the double quotaDons search menDoned 
above. 
 

 
 
*NOTE: Currently, this feature is misbehaving – to specify that you want all terms searched at 
this Dme, put your search in double quotes and don’t check the Require all terms box, like this: 

 
 
 
As you can see, there are 1,355 results with the term Railroad employees a.ached to them. 
Note: this number will change as we add records, this is just an example. 
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 To further narrow your search, you can interact with the 
“Search Filters” to the le^ of your results. These filters reflect 
any of the addiDonal subjects, locaDons, etc. that are found in 
the results you originally searched for. If you click on one, you 
can see addiDonal opDons to narrow down your search. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
You can either look through the list by clicking on the numbers 
a^er “More,” or you can type in any addiDonal terms you 
would like to add in the “Terms begin with” opDon. 
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Let’s say I want to see all photographs with Railroad employees and Dogs – I type Dogs into the 
“Terms begin with…” box, hit enter, and if there are photos with Railroad employees and Dogs, 
the opDon will show up to search them. 
 

   
 
In this case, these results do exist, so I click on the resulDng line with Dogs     2 (The 2” means 
that there will be 2 results) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9 | P a g e  
 

We can see the two images that have both Railroad employees and Dogs – you can click on 
them to see a larger image, and sure enough, there is both a Railroad Employee with a dog 
nearby. 
 

 
 
Again, to see an image and its data in full size, click on the image thumbnail. 
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To see the other images from your search, you can click on the blue arrow at the top of the 
page, in line with the file name. In this case, it’s to the right of the filename, but it may be on 
the le^, right, or both sides, depending on what image you chose to look at first in your search. 
 

 
 
 
AddiDonally, you can search mulDple fields at a Dme in the Advanced Search. For instance, if you 
wanted photos of Railroad employees specifically from the John Gruber CollecDon, you would 
enter his name under “Person” and “Railroad employees” in the “Keyword/Subject” field. 
 
Of note, toward the bo.om of the Advanced Search secDon is text that says “With respect to 
the search criteria above…” followed by two bu.ons to select, “Return results that match ALL 
the criteria (“AND”)” or “Return results that match ANY criterion (“OR”)”. This refers to the 
mulDple fields above – so, if you want specifically “Railroad employees” taken by John Gruber, 
you will fill it out as follows, with Require all terms checked behind John Gruber and Railroad 
employees and the Return results that match ALL the criteria (“AND”) opDon selected. 
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If, instead, you wanted to search mulDple terms but not together in a single photograph, you 
would instead choose the Return results that match ANY criterion (“OR”) opDon. For instance, 
if you wanted to find images of Railroad employees and images of Sta7ons, and you don’t 
necessarily care if there are some photos of only Railroad employees or StaDons, then you 
would choose this selecDon.
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As you can see, we both have results that show Railroad employees, and results that show 
StaDons, even when both terms aren’t reflected in the images.

 
 


