
Nursing IS a Professional Degree

234373 actions taken 65627 needed to reach next goal

Nurses are the backbone of healthcare in the U.S., yet the Department of Education may use 1960s-era definitions
of "professional" and "graduate" degrees to determine loan limits, leading to the further erosion of the nursing

workforce. 

This move stems from an effort to rein in student loan debt and tuition costs as part of the One Big Beautiful Bill
Act; however, it means that post-baccalaureate nursing students would only be eligible for half the amount of

federal loans as graduate medical students.

Stand up for nurses’ education and workforce—sign our petition. 
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"We, the undersigned, are writing to express our concern regarding the Department of Education's proposed
definition of 'professional degree' programs, which excludes nursing.   

Nurses are the largest healthcare profession in the U.S. and Advance Practice Registered Nurses fill critical gaps in
patient care. There are many points of entry into nursing. Access to robust education pathways, including the full
range of federal student loans, is essential to growing and sustaining the workforce amidst staffing shortages.  

We call on the Department of Education to revise the proposed definition of 'professional degrees' to explicitly
include nursing." 

Add your name to our petition!

We're asking the Department of Education to include nursing in its proposed 'professional degree' program
definition.

Fields with an asterisk (*) are required.

Credentials

First Name *

First Name

Last Name *

Last Name

Address *
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I am a... *

By adding your name to this petition, you agree that your name can be shared with federal lawmakers and federal agencies publicly. You're also signing up for RN Action
Alerts. You can unsubscribe on any RN Action communication you receive. 

 Add Your Name

Select…

Email *

Email
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