Seeking the Well-Being of All: An Invitation to Clergy

At a time when many people are concerned about the health of our civic life, clergy have an
opportunity to offer a faithful witness that encourages respectful dialogue, community
engagement, and care for the common good.

The interfaith Faith in Us initiative is bringing together faith leaders from diverse traditions
to explore how religious communities can contribute to healthy civic life and strengthen
democratic participation in ways that are grounded in faith rather than partisan politics.

As Lutherans, we recognize that civic engagement is one way we live out our calling to love
and serve our neighbors. The ELCA social statement Faith and Civic Life: Seeking the Well-
Being of All reminds us that God calls us to seek the flourishing of our communities and
that participation in civic life is part of our vocation as citizens and as Christians. At the
same time, the social statement acknowledges that faithful Christians may hold differing
political views and reach different conclusions about public policy.

For that reason, Faith in Us is not about supporting a political party, candidate, or political
agenda. Rather, it seeks to equip faith leaders to encourage civic participation, promote
respectful public discourse, and bear witness to values that strengthen our common life
together.

ELCA clergy who would like to learn more are invited to:
o Sign the Faith Leaders letter.
e Share the opportunity with colleagues and ministry partners.

e Complete the Faith in Us Next Steps form to receive information about future

activities and leadership opportunities.
¢ Attend one of the upcoming workshops in preparation for the July 7 public events:

o June18,11:00a.m.-1:00 p.m. CT

o June 23, 2:00-4:00 p.m. CT
¢ Review the Faith in Us strategic plan and leadership resources.

The ELCA social statement encourages Christians to be informed, active, and responsible
citizens who engage public life with humility, courage, and hope. Whether through prayer,
education, community conversations, voter engagement efforts consistent with church
guidelines, or public witness rooted in faith, clergy can help cultivate a civic culture marked
by truthfulness, compassion, participation, and concern for our neighbors.


https://faithinusleading.org/
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.ngpvan.com%2Fk%2F133090505%2F626700345%2F954808018%3Fusp%3Dheader%26nvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9UU00vVFNNTVAvMS8xMjYyOTUiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiNjQxZDUxNGItMWE2NS1mMTExLThmY2ItMDAwZDNhMTRiNjQwIiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJzYnJpbmVyQHN3dHN5bm9kLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3Du75k3cBX8Kd5smQahI1uRY7wt0PuzThmYfkUiWFqr4I%3D%26emci%3Db7d8a757-0965-f111-8fcb-000d3a14b640%26emdi%3D641d514b-1a65-f111-8fcb-000d3a14b640%26ceid%3D10987938&data=05%7C02%7Csbriner%40swtsynod.org%7C8a29a09d60024dee5d6708dec73e377e%7C87becab2c1b44ce5a19b7f63417aef7e%7C0%7C0%7C639167267285746519%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FMm2fqNnaj4g1ZSitYRAc9EPsaFlXSWxOP3cOP1vZxg%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.ngpvan.com%2Fk%2F133090506%2F626700346%2F404891277%3Fusp%3Dheader%26nvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9UU00vVFNNTVAvMS8xMjYyOTUiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiNjQxZDUxNGItMWE2NS1mMTExLThmY2ItMDAwZDNhMTRiNjQwIiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJzYnJpbmVyQHN3dHN5bm9kLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3Du75k3cBX8Kd5smQahI1uRY7wt0PuzThmYfkUiWFqr4I%3D%26emci%3Db7d8a757-0965-f111-8fcb-000d3a14b640%26emdi%3D641d514b-1a65-f111-8fcb-000d3a14b640%26ceid%3D10987938&data=05%7C02%7Csbriner%40swtsynod.org%7C8a29a09d60024dee5d6708dec73e377e%7C87becab2c1b44ce5a19b7f63417aef7e%7C0%7C0%7C639167267285768381%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Qs5UKzPmVEC%2Bz1b6CyQfelwoq92xqf6BvmhU5xazqFg%3D&reserved=0
https://secure.ngpvan.com/wADUYGZuO02Unq4TehKyTg2
https://secure.ngpvan.com/wADUYGZuO02Unq4TehKyTg2
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/6ZelO4s_SP2gnU7_dcSF2g#/registration
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.ngpvan.com%2Fk%2F133090507%2F626700347%2F-2010774747%3Fslide%3Did.p%26nvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9UU00vVFNNTVAvMS8xMjYyOTUiLA0KICAiRGlzdHJpYnV0aW9uVW5pcXVlSWQiOiAiNjQxZDUxNGItMWE2NS1mMTExLThmY2ItMDAwZDNhMTRiNjQwIiwNCiAgIkVtYWlsQWRkcmVzcyI6ICJzYnJpbmVyQHN3dHN5bm9kLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3Du75k3cBX8Kd5smQahI1uRY7wt0PuzThmYfkUiWFqr4I%3D%26emci%3Db7d8a757-0965-f111-8fcb-000d3a14b640%26emdi%3D641d514b-1a65-f111-8fcb-000d3a14b640%26ceid%3D10987938%23slide%3Did.p&data=05%7C02%7Csbriner%40swtsynod.org%7C8a29a09d60024dee5d6708dec73e377e%7C87becab2c1b44ce5a19b7f63417aef7e%7C0%7C0%7C639167267285792272%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=beCV2OXNMsPYRE4WynQgCmpzcsqXGL8C%2Bqzh1IReM%2Bg%3D&reserved=0

In a time of polarization and mistrust, faith leaders can offer a different withess—one
grounded in God's love for the world and a commitment to seek the well-being of all.
Together, we can help foster communities marked by respectful dialogue, truthful speech,
active citizenship, and care for all God's people. Please contact Bishop Sue if you have any
questions.



