Coalition of Community Gardens –                                                                             Notes from the January 19, 2017 meeting at Mustard Seed Garden

Following a guided tour of the Mustard Seed Garden, led by Ardell O’Neal and Renee White, the members of the Coalition of Community Gardens met to share information.  Present were members from the following community gardens: Seeds of Faith, Seminole Heights, Tampa Heights, Temple Terrace, Plant City, VISTA gardens; and affiliate members Whitwam Organics, Metropolitan Planning Team coordinator, Michele Ogilvie, Extension agent, Lisa Meredith.  We welcomed new member Bible Truth Ministries Community Garden, Suzette Dean, and Lisa’s guest, UF grad student Karissa Raymond, who explained that she would be reaching out to us to gather data about selected aspects of community gardening.
Gardeners talked about winter planning, consensus appeared to be advising members to plant winter veggies or be prepared to cover or lose their off season crops.  Different ways of organizing our gardens for “spring gardens” were discussed.  The benefits of placing a community garden at a church were discussed: insurance issues are minimized, a ready supply of volunteers is usually available, as is a ready network of skilled individuals.  
Other suggestions included: 
· each garden reach out to the local High School’s National Honor Society as these students are eager to earn service hours.  
· Utilizing zoo-do  from Busch Gardens.  The contact is Joe Parr, Joe.Parr@BuschGardens.com.
· Order beauregard sweet potatoes from George’s Plant Farm, tatorman.com.   
· Cindy recently got “bio-potting soil 50/50” from Bay Mulch at 1603 S. Forbes Rd., Plant City. 813-465-1726 for $16.35/yd with a ten yard minimum, $75 delivery fee
· Mother’s Organic has set up special pricing for community gardens: $14.50 per yard with a 5 yard minimum.  Our delivery starts at $50 for 5 yards, plus $2.50 per mile over 15 miles.  For larger orders, we contract a dump truck driver for $75 and $6 per mile over 15 miles.
Michele Ogilvie, Hillsborough MPO, partner in the Healthiest Cities-Counties Challenge Grant, described progress.
Kitty requested that each garden:
· Complete the spreadsheet indicating the tools/materials at their garden so that we can have easy access to sharing when needed
· Provide a brochure/flier so that information can be provided at our table at Eco-Fest, April 22 at Lowry Park
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Plan some event/celebration/open house for Earth Day weekend….we will promote



