
To the Members of the Aurora  
Chamber of Commerce, 

As spring approaches, I wanted to take a 
moment to share with you a message of 
resilience and warm wishes. Throughout 
the COVID-19 pandemic, I have seen our 
community come together to support one  
and ensure that our families, loved ones  
and most vulnerable are safe. Thank you  
for continuing to do your part to stop the 
spread of COVID-19.

On March 2nd, Ontario announced that the 
province has provided over $1 billion through 
the Ontario Small Business Support Grant 
and processed more than 78,000 applications 
to help eligible business owners affected by 
the COVID-19 restrictions. If you have a small 
business and need support, I encourage to 
apply for this grant. Applications are open  
until March 31, 2021.

For further information on the Ontario  
Small Business Support Grant and other 
supports available to businesses, please  
visit: Ontario.ca/COVIDsupport 

I know that this past year has been challenging 
for many of our community members, but 
I want to reassure you that there are better 
days ahead. Recently, Ontario welcomed the 
news that Health Canada had approved the 
AstraZeneca and the Johnson and Johnson 

COVID-19 vaccines. The province is continuing 
to ramp up capacity and is committed to 
administering as many doses, as quickly 
as possible to every Ontarian who wants a 
vaccine. Phase One of Ontario’s vaccination 
rollout is well underway, with over 943,000 
doses administered and over 276,000  
Ontarians fully immunized as of March 9th.

As many of you may have heard, the Ontario 
government is preparing to move into Phase 
Two of its COVID-19 vaccine distribution 
plan next month, with a focus on vaccinating 
populations based on age and risk. To learn 
more about Ontario’s vaccine distribution  
plan and for the latest information about 
vaccines in York Region, please visit  
ontario.ca/COVIDVaccines

Finally, I encourage you to listen to the latest 
Conversations with Neighbur podcast. In this 
episode, I join Paul Dutton, Sean Riddell and 
special guest Adrian Bain, Executive Director  
for the Newmarket Food Pantry, for a chat 
about the resilience of our community and 
the support provided by the Newmarket Food 
Pantry. To listen to the episode, click here.

Should you have any questions about these 
updates or any provincial or local matter,  
please do not hesitate to reach out to my 
constituency office. We are here to help you.
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