
To the Members of the  
Aurora Chamber of Commerce, 
Ontario, like many other provinces and jurisdictions 
around the world, is in the midst of the third wave of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. This is being driven by COVID-19 
variants that are much more transmissible and carry a 
higher risk of death, hospitalization and ICU admission. 
Recently, we have seen a drastic surge in case numbers 
and COVID-19 hospitalizations, putting our health  
care system at risk and threatening to overwhelm  
our hospitals. 

That is why, in consultation with the Chief Medical 
Officer of Health and other health experts, the Ontario 
government declared a provincial emergency and issued 
a Stay-at-Home order requiring everyone to remain at 
home except for essential purposes. These new and 
existing public health measures will work to preserve 
public health system capacity, safeguard vulnerable 
populations and save lives. Information on the  
public health measures can be found at  
Ontario.ca/covidresponse.

I know that this news has been difficult for many of you, 
especially after all of the sacrifices you have already 
made to fight this deadly virus. However, we cannot 
have a healthy economy without healthy people, and 
collectively, we must do everything we can to reduce  
the risk of transmission and keep our community safe.  
I want to extend my deepest appreciation to Aurora’s 
local businesses for rising to the challenge and continuing 
to do your part to stop the spread of COVID-19.

To further protect and support the people of Ontario,  
the Ontario government presented Ontario’s Action Plan: 
Protecting People’s Health and Our Economy on  
March 24, 2021. The 2021 Budget builds on the 
government’s previous investments in response to 
the global pandemic and brings the province’s total 
investments to $16.3 billion to protect people’s health 
and $23.3 billion to protect our economy. This brings 
Ontario’s total response to the COVID-19 pandemic  
to a record $51 billion. 

In this update, I am pleased to share with you a few of 
the initiatives from the 2021 Budget that will help protect 
and support families and businesses in our community. 

Defeating COVID-19
COVID-19 vaccines are our best defense against the 
virus and they will play a significant role in putting the 
pandemic behind us. Ontario’s vaccine rollout is well 
underway with over 3.2 million doses administered as of 
April 12. The province continues to ramp up capacity to 
ensure all Ontarians who want to be vaccinated can be, 
pending a steady and reliable supply from the  
federal government. 

Through the 2021 Budget, the province is investing more 
than $1 billion to support the administration, distribution 
and rollout of Ontario’s COVID-19 vaccine distribution 
plan. This includes $3.7 million to provide safe, 
accessible transportation to vaccination appointments  
for people with disabilities and older adults with  
limited mobility.
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I encourage everyone to sign up when it is their turn. 
Locally, many of these vaccines are being administered 
by the team at Southlake Regional Health Centre, and 
more recently, four of our local pharmacies in Aurora. 

For more information on Ontario’s vaccine distribution 
plan, please visit Ontario.ca/covidvaccine.

Caring for People, Supporting  
Workers and Families
The government has also made a number of investments 
through the 2021 Budget to support workers, families  
and businesses. 

To reconnect workers with jobs, the government is 
proposing a new Ontario Jobs Training Tax Credit for 
2021. This would provide up to $2,000 per recipient for 
50 per cent of eligible expenses. It is estimated that a 
total of $260 million in support would be provided to 
about 230,000 people in 2021.

We also know that strong families make for a strong 
province, but that COVID-19 has made life more  
difficult for parents and kids.

To help ease some of the pressures of the pandemic  
on families, the government is providing a third round  
of direct payments to parents through the Ontario  
COVID-19 Child Benefit. For this round, the payment 
will be doubled to $400 per child and $500 for each 
child with special needs. It is estimated that this 
unprecedented support will provide families with  

$980 million in relief on an urgent basis, bringing  
the government’s total support to over $1.8 billion  
in direct payments.

The government is also proposing a 20 per cent 
enhancement of the Childcare Access and Relief from 
Expenses tax credit for 2021 to support parents with 
the cost of child care and help them get back into the 
workforce. This would increase support from $1,250 to 
$1,500, on average, providing approximately $75 million 
in additional support to over 300,000 families.

For our local small businesses, Ontario is providing a 
second round of Ontario Small Business Support Grant 
payments to eligible recipients. Approximately 120,000 
small businesses will benefit from an additional  
$1.7 billion in relief. Small businesses who were 
determined as eligible recipients during the first round  
will automatically be entitled to a second payment.

Finally, COVID-19 has demonstrated the need to connect 
homes, businesses and communities to broadband. 
Ontario is investing an additional $2.8 billion, bringing  
the province’s total investment to nearly $4 billion  
over six years.

These are just some of the key investments the Ontario 
government is making through the 2021 Budget. I 
encourage you to visit my website for more details, and 
as always, should you have any questions about these or 
other provincial matters, please do not hesitate to contact 
my constituency office. We are here to help.
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