
 

This past month my team and I have been busy meeting with constituents and visiting 

organizations in our community. I often get asked – What is the federal government doing in our 

community? How are our tax dollars directly making a difference here? One great example is the 

Canada Summer Jobs program. Our government is funding more summer jobs than ever before, 

and youth in our community are learning valuable skills in different areas like STEM (Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Mathematics), the environment, and helping the community to grow 

stronger together.  

The Canada Summer Jobs Program not only benefits youth in our community, but it benefits 

businesses too. On one hand, employers are benefitting from the new skills and perspectives that 

youth have to offer. On the other hand, students are gaining much-needed skills and experience, 

all while contributing to their community. Canada Summer Jobs provides funding to not-for-profit 

organizations, public-sector employers and small businesses with 50 or fewer employees to 

create summer job opportunities for our youth. Last year, the Government of Canada nearly 

doubled the number of jobs available for students across our country. In 2016, roughly 65,800 

were created, up from 34,000 the previous year.  

This year, our government invested $600,000 in Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill through CSJ.  

This created 222 summer jobs for students right here in our community.  

 

The past couple weeks I visited some of the students who are employed at organizations that 

received the CSJ funding… 

 



 

It was great to see that some of the summer students were working at STEM related organizations. 

I visited Mathnasium in Richmond Hill where their summer student is working to help other 

students by assisting in creating customized plans to help develop math skills. It was also exciting 

to visit Game Pill Interactive and speak with their marketing summer student working with game 

developers and animators on the Virtual Reality and Augmented Reality (VR/AR) games they're 

bringing to the gaming market.  

 

 

Other students are working to help our environment. I met with John who is studying for his 

Master’s degree and this summer he is working at the Windfall Ecology Centre providing energy 

saving tips and sustainability programs to assist companies in York Region to be more eco-friendly.  

If you get a chance, you should visit the beautiful Lake St. George Field Centre in our community. I 

met with their summer student Bill who is helping deliver programming that connects kids and the 

community to nature so that everyone is able to appreciate our environment just a little bit more. 

 



 

Many of the CSJ students in Aurora-Oak Ridges-Richmond Hill are working to better serve our 

community.  The York Region Food Network has three students this summer who are helping 

organize programs, raise awareness and promote policy changes for increased access to affordable 

and nutritious food produced within a sustainable food system. I also visited the Community Living 

York South where I spoke with their summer students who are working to empower people with 

intellectual disabilities to live, learn, work and participate in their community.  At Big Brothers Big 

Sisters of York (BBBSY), there are two students who are helping with social media and event 

planning to create more awareness about the great work that BBBSY does in our community to 

help families in need.  

Although these students are working for various organizations, they are all learning valuable skills. I 

am proud that our government invested $600,000 to create 222 jobs in our community, and I am 

pleased to see that both our youth and our community are benefitting from it.  

For businesses in our community who are interested in applying for next year’s Canada Summer 

Jobs program, I encourage you to check-in with the website: HERE, follow me on Facebook or sign 

up for the Member of Parliament email newsletters: HERE. The application process for businesses 

will likely begin in December 2017. 

I hope you have a wonderful summer, and please feel free to reach out to me or my team with any 

federal matters you want to discuss. 

All the best, 

 

https://www.canada.ca/en/employment-social-development/services/funding/youth-summer-job.html
https://www.facebook.com/leonaalleslev/
http://leonaalleslevmp.ca/

