
Encon Electronics event weekend unites dealers and vendors 
 
May 3-4, leading wholesale supplier Encon Electronics hosted its 4th annual trade show 
at The Barn in Livermore, Calif. Dealers from around the Bay Area and vendors from 
across the country traveled to Northern Calif. to attend the 2019 Encon Expo.  
 
The weekend began with a pre-show, vendor golf day. Manufacturer representatives 
joined Encon employees for some friendly competition at Poppy Ridge golf course in 
Livermore, Calif.  
 
Then, the two-day Expo kicked off on Friday afternoon/early evening, followed by the 
most well-attended vendor dinner in Encon history. The following morning, the exhibit 
hours re-opened to welcome another round of attendees.  
 
In total, a combined 200 dealers and vendors attended the Expo and over 20 different 
manufacturers exhibited at the show. This allowed attendees to view and demo a 
variety of gate operator and access control equipment.  
 
This is the first time Encon Electronics hosted a two-day trade show. Encon president, 
Jeff Harris, said, “Our goal was to target as many dealers as possible by offering exhibit 
hours at completely different times on two separate days, and it was a huge success.” 
 
“The late Friday and early Saturday exhibit hours made it possible for dealers to attend 
the trade show after work without having to give up valuable job time or much of their 
precious weekend time,” said Harris. 
 
“Having a two-day show also provided more time for training workshops. Last year, we 
offered eight seminars and this year, we doubled that number.”  
 
16 free training workshops were offered every half hour, and they were held in two 
designated training areas. BFT, Diablo Controls, BEA, Miller Edge, US Automatic, 
DoorKing, Torxun, and All-O-Matic provided training on Friday. Viking, EMX, Maximum 
Controls, Hy-Security/Nice, FAAC, Linear/Nortek, Security Brands, and LiftMaster 
conducted workshops on Saturday. Every workshop was well-attended and, in some 
cases, it was standing room only.  
 
Attendees enjoyed complimentary food and beverages both days sponsored by Encon 
and its platinum sponsors: BEA, DoorKing, LiftMaster, Linear, Miller Edge, and Viking 
Access Systems.   

Most of the action took place on the show floor with Encon’s Billy Kennedy manning the 
helm as the event emcee. Kennedy kept the event lively with his colorful commentary as 
he raffled prizes throughout the show.  
 
Encon’s Matt Bias worked as the event blackjack dealer providing attendees additional 
opportunities to increase their odds for a raffle prize. Winners were announced every 



half hour and prizes ranged from gift cards to Home Depot, Amazon, and Target to 
various products or tools and exciting electronics. 
 
The ultimate raffle prize - a 65” TV donated by DoorKing – was raffled off at the very 
end of the show. Everardo Contreras and his son from E.C.A. Works in Redwood City, 
Calif were the lucky recipients of the prize. DoorKing sales director, Dusty Beeding, 
presented the TV to the ecstatic winners. 
 
During the last half hour of the Encon Expo exhibit hours, former president and CEO, 
Betty Mullin, dropped in for a surprise visit. Vendor representatives, Encon employees, 
and remaining dealers were all surprised and elated to see her after announcing her 
retirement just one year ago. 
 
Encon Electronics was overwhelmed by the support of the manufacturers and the 
number of dealers that attended the show. Harris said, “Our annual trade show 
continues to grow every year, and we couldn’t be more excited about its growth and 
success. Our goal is to offer access control and gate operator dealers the opportunity to 
attend a trade show with leading manufacturers minus the heavy burden of travel 
expenses and days away from their job.”  

“The expanding number of exhibitors coupled with Encon’s unique event style allows us 
to host a legitimate trade show while maintaining a family-like/Encon environment.” 

Harris said, “This year’s vendor dinner included more manufacturer representatives than 
ever before.  This dinner is now a tradition that has become almost as valuable as the 
actual trade show. Manufacturers come together to share a great meal as well as 
personal and professional stories, in a fun, intimate setting. For one evening, we are no 
longer competitors, simply industry friends.” 

This dinner is typically held the night before the Encon golf tournament and/or trade 
show and every year, the number of vendor attendees grows. This year, scheduling the 
trade show on back-to-back days may have contributed to the strong attendance. Harris 
said, “Representatives were able to fly in for the first day of the show, stay for dinner, 
and then attend the show the following morning.”  

Overall, the vendor golf day, vendor dinner, and Encon Expo exceeded Encon’s highest 
expectations. Ruben Alvarez of Viking Access systems said, “"Encon knows how to put 
together an event that vendors and dealers enjoy coming to. Can't wait to see what next 
year's event brings." 

 For more information about Encon Electronics and their extensive product line, training 
opportunities, or to learn about future events like this one, please visit 
www.enconelectronics.com or call 800-782-5598. 

http://www.enconelectronics.com/

