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Northern Berkshire Community Coalition

news
MCLA Takes the Lead on February’s ‘Building Belonging’ Forum

February’s community forum 
kicked off a series of community 
conversations that will be co-
presented with MCLA throughout 
the next year, led by MCLA’s Vice 
Provost for Institutional Equity and 
Belonging, Andre Lynch. The series 
will culminate in a celebration at next 
January’s MLK Jr. Day of Service.

It was great to see new faces and 
younger faces among the 55 attendees 
gathered into the conference space 
that Hotel DownStreet provided 
for the afternoon. Everyone found 
a seat within one of the  seven 
groups the room had been divided 
into to accommodate more intimate 
discussions before Andre greeted the 
crowd, kicking off the forum.

After introductions were made,  
groups shared with each other what’s 
bringing them joy right now, before 
diving into deeper discussions. From 
that point on the groups followed 
a series of prompts curated by Mr. 
Lynch. Topics included an activity 

to illustrate the “Like Me” bias. 
This bias shows that we trend 
towards close circles of friends that 
are similar to ourselves. Not just in 
race, but beliefs, socioeconomics, 
and education among other factors. 
This bias was evident among many 
individuals in the room, though not 
all. This isn’t necessarily bad, it’s 
just reflective of some of the reasons 
it can be challenging to create a sense 
of belonging that feels true to all 
members of a community. 

The crowd was challenged to 
push themselves to be purposeful 
in spending time in less familiar 
places that could expose them to 
more community members that look 
different from themselves. This was 
the stopping point for this initial 
conversation. The series continues 
in April on the 17th, from 4:00pm 
to 6:00 pm. The specific topic 
and location will be announced in 
upcoming e-zines, press releases and 
social media posts.

Join us for the March forum 
and presentation on the Portrait of a 
Graduate grant and learn more about 
what this means for youth attending 
Hoosic Valley and North Adams 
Public Schools. The forum takes 
place on Thursday, March 13, from 
4:00pm to 6pm at the Greylock Glen 
Visitors Center in Adams. 

 

p MCLA Vice Provost for Institutional Equity and 
Belonging, Andre Lynch, leads the conversation.
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To submit announcements 
to the Coalition E-zine:

The Coalition E-zine is a weekly 
e-blast, published every Thursday, with 
news and announcements from Northern 
Berkshire agencies and organizations. 
Submissions must be received by 9:00 
am Tuesday morning to be considered 
for inclusion in that week’s issue. All 
submissions are subject to editing and 
should be 50 words or less. All events 
related to Northern Berkshire community 
public health will be considered for 
publication. Banner ads are available. For 
more information, please call 413-663-
7588, or to submit an announcement, 
please email phzine@nbccoalition.org.  

Our Mission
“Empowering the Northern Berkshire 
region to enhance the quality of life 
through our efforts at connecting, 
convening, and supporting all facets of 
the community.”
In pursuit of this mission, we place 
particular emphasis on the following:
•	Strengthening neighborhoods and com-

munity life
•	Preventing alcohol/substance abuse and 

supporting recovery
•	Promoting health and wellness
•	Helping families to be strong and 

resilient
•	Supporting positive youth development
•	Building bridges between residents and 

service agencies

Coalition Supporters
Public Sources
•	 MA Dept. of Children & Families/EOHHS
•	MA Cultural Council
•	MA Department of Public Health 
•	MA Department of Public Health, 

Bureau of Substance Addiction Services

Local Support 
•	Contributions from our many 

individual supporters

The Coalition is a member agency of the 
Northern Berkshire United Way and the 
Williamstown Community Chest.

nbCC Out and About in the Community 
in February

The weather in February brought 
plenty of wind, cold, ice and snow, 
but we managed to have a lot of fun 
out and about in the community! 

We share hot cocoa, popcorn and 
fun on the ice with over 250 friends 
at our free Family Skate Day during 
February break, and played jumbo 
Jenga and Connect Four out on the 
streets during the annual WinterFest 
celebration.

The annual UNO neighborhood 
Valentine’s Party, organized by the 
UNO Steering Committee, saw 
several dozen residents gather for 
heartwarming crafts, activities and 
free pizza! 

March will be a bit quieter, but 
we look forward to a busy April when 
we’ll celebrate Easter with the 3rd 
annual Easter Festival in coordination 
with the City of North Adams, as 
well as the annual scavenger hunt on 
Spring Street in Williamstown. 

Family Skate Day

WinterFest

UNO Valentine’s Day Party



Northern Berkshire Community Coalition, 61 Main Street, Suite 218, North Adams MA 01247 • (413) 663-7588 • www.nbccoalition.org	 3

March 2025 Coalition News

Northern Berkshire 
Community Coalition
Board of Directors
Fiscal Year 2025

BEN LAMB, President
1Berkshire 

THERESA DENETTE, Vice President

BFAIR

BARBARA MALKAS, Treasurer
North Adams Public Schools

MAUREEN BARAN, Clerk
Adams Community Bank

CRAIG BARD, Executive
 Committee

Community Resident

JEN MEEHAN
Resident

ANNA FLYNN
Greylock Federal Credit Union

PRESTON KELLY
Sergeant, NAPD

SARA LALUMIA
Williams College

MEGAN CHILDERS
Williams College

Photos from the 
Teen Writing 

Workshop 
Showcase
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Thanks Friends! You’ve Made a Positive Impact Right in Your Own Community!
Since its inception, nbCC has been a crucial link between those in need and those who can help. 

With your assistance, we can continue to provide Northern Berkshire residents the tools needed to 
improve their lives and their neighborhoods. We understand that not everyone is able to make a 
financial contribution to the Coalition, but we want you to know that no amount is too small to be 

helpful. Thanks for all you do to support nbCC!

The 2024-25 Friends of the Coalition (as of 2/25/2025)

CHAMPION
Ellen Bernstein
Gene Carlson

GUARDIAN
Becks Printing 
Carolyn Behr
Gabe & Amber Besaw
Jack Chen & Erin Chen
Brian Fairbank
Juliet Flynt 
Robert Kraus & Kathleen Morris
Robert & Darlene Rodowicz
Brad Svrluga & Julia Bowen

BENEFACTOR
Ronald & Cynthia Bosley
Mark Gold & Ellen Kennedy
Anne Goodwin
Bruce & Judy Grinnell
Sara LaLumia
Jennifer & Jeff Meehan
Joshua Mendel & the Mendel 
Family 
Steve  Simon & Maude Mandel
Charles & Katherine Swabey
Colleen Taylor
John Thoman & Lee Venolia
Pamela Weatherbee

BOOSTER
Susan Abrams
Anthony & Maryann Abuisi
Al Bashevkin & Nancy Pearlman
Susan Birns
Roger & Julia Bolton
Ralph Bradburd & Zelda Stern
Adriana Brown
Andrew & Sue Budz
Ann Cain
Larry & Penny Choquette
James Conboy
Michael & Licia Conforti
James & Bonnie Cunningham
Keith Davis
David & Martha Elpern
Sarah Eustis
Paul Gitterman
Marion Grillon
Amy Hall
Brent Heeringa & Courtney Wade
Kenna Hoellerich
Ken Kuttmer & Laura Bentz
Roberta Lamb
Fred & Cyndi Langworthy
Barbara Mahony
Chantell MacFarlane
Peter Mehlin
Brian Miksic & Suzy Helme
Peter Murphy & Audrey Thier

Congressman Richard Neal 
John & Joanne Notsley
Bo & Katherine Peabody
Bernie Pinsonneault & Dianne 
Cutillo
Ann Scott
Maynard Seider
Bernice Shainman
Cesar Silva & Margaret Oxtoby
Paul & Karen Shiebler
Anthony & Margaret Siracusa
Samuel & Elizabeth Smith
Susan Smith
James Stakenas & Paula Cardinal
Jonathan Swartz
Sue Walker
Curt Wells & Sarah Jacobson
Patricia Willette

ASSOCIATE
Dick Alcombright
John & Jane Allen
Craig Bard
Edward & Lorie Birch
Daniel Bird & Christina 
Kaczmarczyk
Linda Biros
Liz Boland
Maralyn Brown  
Richard Davis
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Mary Katherine Eade
Brice George 
Howard Itzkowitz
Hulda Hardman Jowett
James & Alison Kolesar
Linda Maloney
Matthew Martin
Mark & Susan Merullo
Henry Pierpan
Cindy Sault
Enid Shields
Matthew Silliman & Sharon 
Wyrrick
Donald & Anne Singleton
Judith Summers
Richard Taskins
Carrie Waara
Mark & Debbie Windover
David Woods

SUPPORTER
Mark & Karen Daigle
Gilbert & Virginia Duval
Brian Fournier
Paul & Doris Hutchinson
Dan & Kathi Lampron

John & Kathleen Lanoue
Sandy McNay & Lucy Green
Jeanne Moulthrop
Richard Netherwood
Michael & Patricia Nuvallie
Carolyn Ouimet
Lawrence & Judith Raab
Franklin Risatti
Joseph & Janet Rogge
Veronica Silvia
James Wolfe
Ruth Zappula

WOULD YOU LIKE TO BECOME A CONTRIBUTOR TO THE COALITION?
Contributions can be mailed to: Northern Berkshire Community Coalition

   61 Main Street, Suite 218, North Adams, MA 01247

   Donations can also be made online: nbccoalition.org

Champion: $5,000 & above
Advocate: $2,500 – $4,999
Leader: $1,000 – $2,499
Guardian: $500 – $999

Benefactor: $250 – $499
Booster: $100 – $249
Associate: $50 – $99
Supporter: $1 – $49
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Improving the quality of life for people in Northern Berkshire by organizing, supporting, and empowering the community.

Coalition News

Excerpts from nbCC’s 
25th Anniversary book

Genesis - Vignettes from the Start of nbCC
Organizations such as the Northern Berkshire Health 

& Human Services Coalition don’t just materialize. 
They need definition. They need a plan and people to 
carry out the plan. And they have to start somewhere. 
The community Coalition began thanks to the efforts of 
many. The following represent stories of the early days 
and activities of the Northern Berkshire Health & Human 
Services (NBHHSC) later to be renamed as the Northern 
Berkshire Community Coalition.

Humble Beginnings - Finding a Home for 
the Coalition

NBHHSC had very humble beginnings. Having hired 
a person to lead it, there was a need to consider 
where the Coalition was to be housed. During its 
early days, Al Bashevkin, Myles Whitney and Steve 
Green approached the president of  North Adams 
State College (not yet named Massachusetts College 
of Liberal Arts) to see if the College could be the 
home for the Coalition.

What does it mean to be a home? In the early years, 
the college provided office space for the Coalition, 
first through an academic office in Murdock Hall and 
later, as the needs grew, to a residential townhouse. 
Newsletters were copied and mailed by the College. 
There was a phone, access to a fax machine and 
eventually an Internet account. THe College hosted 
many of the early annual meetings, celebrations and 
other gatherings within its facilities.
Eventually, the College needed its space and the 
Coalition needed more space, so in 1997 the nbCC 
moved to its present location at 85 Main Street in 
North Adams. The Coalition budget now provides for 
all the services that the College provided in the first 
decade.
The NBHHSC has North Adams State College to 
thank for its early success. The College saw the 
benefits, in terms of providing an active education 
for its students and the tremendous service 
opportunities the Coalition afforded. It also saw its 
donation to nbCC as a necessary contribution to the 
greater Northern Berkshire community by its local 
public liberal arts institution. Without the generous 
donations by NASC, nbCC would not have had the 
start it did and probably would not be the community 
leader it is today.

Bits of History from the Coalition Archives
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TEEN WRITING WORKSHOP
AGES 12-19

First Fridays North Adams: Cabin Fever
Friday, March 7, 5:00-9:00 PM, Downtown, North Adams
Join in the First Friday Fun! Visit downtown businesses for 
specials, sales and check out the new gallery exhibitions 
of 2025.

Learn Through Play: Rainbow
Saturday, March 8, 10:00  - 11:00 AM, UNO Community 
Center, 157 River Street, North Adams
In collaboration with Child Care of the Berkshires. Activi-
ties and circle time with sensory activities. Best for ages 
0-5 years. No registration required, but we appreciate 
RSVPs. Contact us at 413-663-7588 or nkennedy@nbc-
coalition.org 

Monthly Forum: Portrait of a Graduate
Thursday, March 13, 4:00 - 6:00 PM, at the Greylock Glen 
Visitors Center, 135 Gould Road, Adams
FREE & open to the public. .All are welcome!
Join us this month for a presentation & discussion about 
the Portrait of a Graduate grant and how it will affect your 
child/ren’s education. The forum will include introduc-
tions and opportunities for announcements throughout 
the discussion.
Light refreshments served. More Info: 413-663-7588 or 
info@nbccoalition.org

nbCC Youth Empowerment Program
Mondays, 5:00-6:30 PM, 61 Main Street, #218, North 
Adams
Free and open to youth, 6-8th grade, who live in or 
attend school in North Berkshire. A weekly group to talk 
about school, emotions, navigating teen years, making 
friends and more. Snacks provided; transportation avail-
able. Register: call 413-663-7588

Youth Leadership Program
Tuesdays, 5:00 - 7:00PM, 61 Main Street, Rm. 213, North 
Adams
 Free and open to youth ages 14-19 who live in or attend 
school in North Berkshire. Young people are changing 
the world and you can too. Make a positive change in 
yourself and the world around you. Develop leadership 
skills, discuss what drives you, meet other young leaders 
and plan projects in your community. Snacks provided; 
transportation available. Register: call 413-663-7588

Teen Writing Workshop
Wednesdays, 5:00 - 7:00 PM, held at nbCC, 61 Main St., 
Suite 218, North Adams
Free and open to youth ages 13-19 who live in or attend 
school in North Berkshire. Aspiring writers and poets! 
Join this incredibly supportive group and get 1-on-1 
help with your writing and performance style. Opportuni-
ties to perform and be published. Snacks and supplies 
provided; transportation available. Register: 413-663-
7588

Coalition Events FRC Parenting Together Group  * NEW TIMES 
 2nd & 4th Wednesdays, 5:30 -7:30 PM, nbCC, 61 
Main St., Suite 218, North Adams 
A peer-driven/peer-supported group in a judge-
ment-free, confidential space. Snacks provided. 
Children welcome.

Youth Health Collaborative
Thursdays, 5:00pm - 7:00pm, 61 Main Street, Rm. 
213, North Adams. 
(14-19 Yrs. Old) This program is intended to engage 
young people  in supporting the health of their 
peers in the region. The aim of this program is to 
benefit the community by directly engaging young 
people in the act of bettering their environments. 
This is the only program with a limit on attendance, 
as there are only ten spots available! 
Participants will receive a stipend for completing 
this program. Please call or email to apply: 
413-663-7588 or bmccarthy@nbccoalition.org

Grandparents Raising Grandchildren Coffee 
Time
1st & 3rd Fridays, 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM. UNO 
Center, 157 River Street, North Adams
 This is a group for grandparents who are actively 
parenting their grandchildren giving them a safe 
and confidential space to share similar experi-
ences with other grandparents. Coffee and snacks 
provided. 

We’re Hiring! Open Positions at nbCC
Apply via mail to Amber Besaw at 61 Main Street, Suite 218, North Adams, MA 01247 or email jobs@nbccoalition.org. 

Please include a cover letter, resume, and contact information for 3 references. For more details about our open positions 
please visit our website at bit.ly/WorkAtNBCC for more information about these positions.

Family Resource Center Clinician: Rate: $29-30/hr, PLUS a $5,000 sign-on bonus after completion of 1 year
The Family Resource Center (FRC) Clinician will provide Comprehensive Mental Health Assessments, including the Family 
Strengths and Needs Assessment (FSNA) assessment; short term treatment; and Care Planning to Youth and Families of the FRC.

Health & Wellness Coordinator: Salary: $44-47k/annually, PLUS a $1,000 sign on bonus
The Health & Wellness Coordinator will oversee and lead the implementation of community health work to support integration 
of environmental, policy and systems changes to advance active living, healthy eating and sustainable systematic change in 
Northern Berkshire. The Health & Wellness Coordinator will also oversee the planning, implementation, and evaluation of health 
and wellness programming through nbCC.  
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Coalition Staff

nbCC is 
supported by:

Northern Berkshire Community Coalition
61 Main Street, Suite 218, North Adams, MA 01247

Find this newsletter 
online at www.nbccoalition.org

Executive Director 
Amber Besaw: abesaw@nbccoalition.org

Business & Administrative Staff
Liz Boland: lboland@nbccoalition.org
Sara Keagle: skeagle@nbccoalition.org

Communications Coordinator
Suzy Helme: shelme@nbccoalition.org

Youth Development
Brian McCarthy: bmccarthy@nbccoalition.org

Carrisa Sacherski: csacherski@nbccoalition.org

Health & Wellness

 Youth Prevention
Meredith Starr: mstarr@nbccoalition.org

Family Resource Center
Nancy Kennedy: nkennedy@nbccoalition.org

Gabby Glasier: gglasier@nbccoalition.org
Andrew Rosenburg: arosenburg@nbccoalition.org

Sully Boland: sboland@nbccoalition.org
Kelcey Lee: klee@nbccoalition.org

or Current Resident

Parents/caregivers of youth in NAPS or HVSD are
encouraged to attend this forum presentation &

discussion about the Portrait of a Graduate grant
and how it will affect your child/ren’s education. 

GREYLOCK GLEN VISITORS CENTER

MORE INFO: INFO@NBCCOALITION.ORG or 413-663-7588

THURSDAY, MARCH 13, 2025

4-6PM 

MONTHLY FORUM


