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I was absolutely honored to represent team B.C at this year’s Provincial Squash Championships in Winnipeg. Being 

South African I have lived in Canada for 2 years now and still currently play on the PSA World Tour as well as 

coach and work at Shawinigan Lake School on Vancouver Island. My fellow team mates Ryan Picken and Duncan 

Maxwell who I have known since coming to Canada were fantastic teammates at the event and we all have a very 

special bond with each other and understand how each one of us works in terms of our personalities and playing 

styles, so this was an exciting prospect when arriving in Winnipeg.  

The Winnipeg Racquets Club was a great old club which has some real history behind it with many of the all-time 

greats having played at the club from Jansher Khan to Jonathon Power, so this was something special and you 

could really feel the vibe when entering the club. All the members and organizers were extremely friendly and 

helpful to us and that made us feel very welcome in a warm space especially as it was so cold outside.  

Our first Match was against Manitoba the home club so we went into this match knowing that it was going to be 

tough as they had all the home support. I managed to win my first match 3-2 giving us a 1-0 start, Ryan went on 

second and had real battle unfortunately losing out 3-2 in the end. It was up to Duncan to save us and he 

managed to get the 3-1 win for us to progress to the semi-finals against Quebec. A great win in tough 

circumstances. 

The semifinal against Quebec started well with Duncan winning his first match 3-1 and then Ryan going on against 

a very experienced Shawn Delliere, taking the match to 2-2 and narrowly losing out 11-8 in the fifth game. I had a 

chance to get us through to the final however I came up against a very in form opponent in Davide Baillargeon 

and unfortunately went down. Again a valiant effort and we came literally 2 points away from making a final.  

The match against Alberta was again going to be tough with the Schnell brothers playing some good squash at the 

moment, myself and Ryan went down in some close games and Duncan was very close to winning his match to 

get us on the board unfortunately going down 3-2 in the end.  

All in all it was a great weekend of squash with some high caliber matches going on, we all gave our best efforts 

for team B.C and there are always lots of positives and things to work on that you learn from playing in these type 

of events. From a personal point of view I would like to say thank you to Squash BC for giving me the opportunity 

to compete in the event for team B.C and hope to be back again for the next Provincial Championships.  

Many thanks to my Team Mates Ryan Picken and Duncan Maxwell for all of their efforts in the event too. it was 

great fun!  

 


