
Ace’s Journey  

By Deb Bergfeld  

Ace’s story began on a Tuesday evening when I received a phone call from Dr. Hill at 
Adobe Veterinary Hospital about an 11 month old puppy about to be euthanized. Earlier in 
the week, Ace had been neutered at a shelter, but he had ripped open his sutures. Dr. Hill 
explained how Ace would need surgery to repair the damage, resulting in weeks of crate rest 
to recover. Ace’s owners loved him very much, but could not afford the costly surgery.  

 The thought of putting down a puppy was unimaginable, but the challenges of his 
post-operative care loomed large.  

 And so began the uproar of emails, text messages and phone calls to see how GSRNC 
could help. Luckily, a post to the GSRNC Facebook page yielded a fantastic result and 
volunteer Laura Keenan came to the rescue. The following day, Fritz, another GSRNC 
volunteer, and I met Ace for the first time. He was a big, beautiful puppy, but was sedated and 
wore a large cone. Shortly after, Ace passed his evaluation and his surgery was scheduled. 
Laura arrived at the veterinary hospital after his surgery and left with Ace along with an 
armful of antibiotics and sedatives. The journey of Ace’s recovery began.  

 In the days following surgery, Ace required a lot of attention and sedatives to keep 
him on the right track to recovery. Volunteers Laura and Daniel were determined to help him 
recover. After 10 long days of healing, Ace came to live with me. In order to give him my full 
attention, I placed my dog in a nice boarding facility temporarily. With the help of my local 
dog walker, Ace had a break from his crate each day and completed the required period of 
crate rest.  

 Ace’s rescue by GSRNC required a fair bit of luck and a great deal of hard work, but 
finding him a permanent home was as easy as it comes. During his last week with me, I had 
been in touch with a former adopter who had Ruger, a young GSD. They were interested in 
adopting again. To my surprise, I received a text message the morning of the San Jose 
adoption reading that the family was on their way. A few short hours later, the paperwork 
was complete and Ace was off with his new family.  

 A couple weeks later, Ace, now named Trackr, celebrated his first birthday. His mom 
tells us, “we never have to wonder where he is since he is always about one step away from 
us.” She concludes he is truly an incredible dog, loaded with personality. Trackr found his 
forever home and enriched several lives along the way. Happy Holidays you good boy! Hope 
you get some fun toys in your stocking!  


