
Stefan the magnificent! 

By Susan Hanna 

Stefan came to the Martinez shelter as a stray in the most dreadful shape. We believe he had been 

confined for a very long period of time as his coat was heavily matted and his nails were so long they 

were curled under his feet so he couldn’t stand or walk very well. The shelter sedated him to trim his 

nails so he could be evaluated. He did well in his evaluation, although it was 

obvious he didn’t really know how to behave around people.  

Stefan, who was shy and nervous, has blossomed in a foster home. It has been 

clear that he had no idea of how to be a dog. Everything is new to him! His 

enthusiasm at finding toys is boundless. Big fluffy beds are a dream come true to 

him. He will very deliberately take every single toy out of the toy box one at a time, 

play with it, and go get another. When they are all on the floor he checks on them 

one at a time. After that, it’s time to choose one to flop on the bed with to enjoy, 

until another toy calls to him.  

Steffy is learning how to behave around other dogs, something he also does not 

appear to have experience with. He does well, however, and tends to adjust his personality to suit the 

dogs around him. When corrected by another dog for being too pushy he 

stops and bows his head, as if to say “My bad, I didn’t know”. He was initially 

very interested in cats, but when told no he backs off immediately.  

When he went to his foster home we were told he was very sick and could not 

move very well. After a few weeks of regular exercise it was a delight to watch 

him race across the yard with the other dogs. He’s basically a big doofus, a big 

ball of fluff that trips over his own ginormous feet and will barrel into you for 

hugs and pets. He has no idea how big he is, and approaches everything in life 

with boundless enthusiasm.  

This big, affectionate boy will need a consistent family that will continue his 

training and shower him with the love that he craves. He will make someone a 

very loyal companion and reward you with the best slobbery kisses ever.  If you think 

that could be you, fill out an Adoption Agreement to get started.  To see Stefan’s full bio or to sponsor 

him, click here. 

 

“Will you be mine?” 

Stefan at the shelter 

A new toy! 

https://www.gsrnc.org/adoption_form.asp
https://www.gsrnc.org/dogdetail.asp?id=13391

