
How did a gal who was raised with a Boston Terrier end up in a love affair with 
German Shepherd Dogs??? 

By Christy Reynolds 

 

I told my husband, Carroll, that when we got a house I wanted to get a dog. “Ok,” he said.  On our first 
anniversary, the administrator of the nursing home where I worked came into my office and asked if I 
wanted a “police dog.”  They lived in an apartment and already had a dog but found a stray with no ID 
who was lost or abandoned, so they picked her up.  We decided to give her a try.  She was about six 
months old and we named her Nikki Bones (all of our dogs had nick names).  She was trained well by 
Carroll, a guy who claimed he didn’t like dogs.  She was a constant joy.  We did a lot of camping and 
boating with her.  She lived to be almost 17, eating Gravy Train from 
Safeway.   

Our newfound love of GSDs led us to become involved with San Francisco 
Bay Area German Shepherd Rescue.  In the early days we would invite 

celebrities who owned GSDs to our Gala!  
Sometimes they even came.  Here’s a 
picture with Victoria Principal and Earl 
Holliman.  Later we went on to work with 
GSRNC. 

Mandy Buns came to us via the old Martinez shelter.  
She went to school and got first place in her class!  
Every day we took her hiking in Briones Regional Park.  
She was an amazing dog and companion. 

Summer “Sunshine” was the first GSD from GSRNC.  
Carroll saw her at the old Woodland shelter but she was pulled by GSRNC before we 
could adopter her.  There was an article about GSRNC in the paper and that’s how we 

found out where she was.  She was very sick and 
flea infested but she was so sweet that we adopted 
her and were determined to get her well—and we 
did.  Being from the Woodland area we figured she 

was raised on a farm because she loved 
visiting with the cows in Briones and kissing 
their necks! 

Andi “Girl Dog” came from GSRNC via the 
southern route.  We were lucky to get that 
gorgeous pup because she was in high 

demand!  Andi loved agility and was a 
real daddy’s girl. 

Arie Andrew is my first boy dog and my 
first GSD without Carroll.  He’s my newest 
soulmate and is a constant source of comfort and a daily 
reminder of the lives saved by GSRNC.  Do you have a 
soulmate?  Come see us to find yours today. 
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https://www.gsrnc.org/adoption_form.asp

