
HAPPY 20th ANNIVERSARY, GSRNC! 

 

According to the National Center on Charitable 
Statistics, approximately 30% of nonprofits shut their 
doors within 10 years.  Launching a new group 
requires a lot of vision and determination.  Keeping it 
running calls for dedicated, hard-working volunteers.  
That’s why it’s especially exciting that 2021 marks the 
incredible 20th Anniversary of German Shepherd Rescue of Northern California!   
 
In 2000, the San Francisco Bay Area German Shepherd Rescue covered the entire 
North, South and East Bay regions and stretched as far east as Modesto and as far 
south as Monterey.  It became obvious that such a huge area was too much for one 
group to manage efficiently.  Much of the support for the group was coming from the 
Bay Area so it was decided that the organization should split into two rescue groups to 
better manage the regions.  GSRNC would cover the East Bay and Central Valley and 
SFBAGSR the Peninsula, Santa Cruz, and Monterey.  Both organizations would cover 
Marin County. 

The final negotiations took place over coffee in a Petaluma café.  GSRNC was 
incorporated on March 30, 2001. 

The first meeting took place the next month.  Birth is 
never easy and it took a lot of hard work behind-the-
scenes to get things running.  Groups of dedicated 
volunteers would meet to discuss the vision for 
GSRNC.  Documents were drafted to lay down the 
Mission Statement and Bylaws, and even a list of five-
year goals was created.  The mission was clearly 
spelled out from the beginning in the phone number 
and original web address:  SAVE GSD! 

It was almost a year before our first adoption day, at 
the Pet Food Express in Pleasant Hill.  Another was 
held at Petsmart in Modesto.  The growth of the 
organization was rapid as more volunteers and dogs 
started coming into the program. 

A founding member remembers, “The work done by 
GSNRC since its 

inception has been both admirable and life changing 
for not only the thousands of dogs whose lives were 
saved, but also the members. People from all different 
walks of life and of different ages came together for a 
common purpose of saving these wonderful dogs, and 
as a result have memories to last their entire lifetimes.” 


