
Building Basics 

For this month’s column, we will look at the end of a ramp, focusing mostly on how to 

terminate the handrail. Please send any questions, comments or suggested 

construction topics to royh85@verizon.net. 

Handrail Termination 

While searching for handrail design pictures for the September newsletter, I noticed that 

several different handrail ending variations are in use. As mentioned in a couple 

previous newsletters, there are parts of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) and 

Texas Accessibility Standards that are difficult, or impossible, for us to meet, and ending 

the handrail is one of those challenge areas.  

The rules say to extend a minimum of 12 inches beyond the end of the ramp and 

recommend curving down and back to the last upright. Our ramp design and materials 

used don’t allow us to meet these criteria, so we have to get as close to the spirit as 

possible. This means extending the handrail as close to the end of the ramp as possible 

while still supporting the user and not “sharpening” it to a point, which could be 

dangerous for someone entering the ramp.  

Most of the pictures I collected for this month do a good job, but I also found a couple 

examples that don’t extend far enough, which can create a trip hazard. A couple also 

look like they might be unstable in use, which is not what we want from a handrail. 

First, we have a couple which are fairly well rounded off, but they don’t extend very far 

past the last uprights, which can leave an unprotected tripping hazard due to the kick 

board. 

 

 



At the other extreme are a couple that appear to protect the end of the ramp but extend 

so far, they may be unstable in use. 

 

 

Finally, the examples below show a relatively good balance of the competing objectives. 

 

 

What design do you use, or do you have other tips or 

suggestions to share? 

Please let me know if you have found a way to build ramps better, stronger or faster that 

might help other teams in the state. Send your comments, suggestions or other ideas to 

royh85@verizon.net.  

 


