
Building Basics 

For this month’s column, we have a couple simple jigs and tips that may help with 

construction and cleaning up the site after each build. Please send any questions, 

comments or suggested construction topics to royh85@verizon.net. 

Reference Tools 

When installing the first module, it is extremely helpful to have a small plywood scrap 

available. This is so the finished ramp surface with plywood decking will align with the 

existing porch, deck or doorway, as shown in the diagram below. Also pictured is the 

scrap I use, which is about 4” wide and 18” long.  

 

 

 

Once the module is aligned, a 4” tall wood block and 4’ level provide a quick reference 

to get the slope of the ramp correct, as shown below again, along with a picture of the 

block used by my team. 

 



 

 

 

Tips 

First tip is to note the color of the jigs pictured above, and you might remember the color 

of the upright installation jigs featured in the October newsletter. Yellow! I started 

painting my 4” blocks and scrap plywood piece yellow specifically to keep them from 

getting thrown away at the end of each build. This has been very successful, since I 

haven’t had to make new ones in many years. Yellow also makes other tools very 

visible on grass, concrete, dirt or the many other surfaces we find ourselves working 

around.  

Another tip related to the ramp slope is to use a string from the final flat surface (porch 

or ramp turn module) down to the final ramp destination point, held in place with a screw 

into the ground or a block of some kind. The top surface of each module is aligned with 

the string instead of using the 4” block on each module. If the survey and design were 

done correctly, this slope will be correct.  

Our last tip this month comes from Greg Silkenson from Elgin in Bastrop County. Greg 

found it hard to get a small crew to travel back out to ramp sites 15 to 20 miles away for 

the final painting step, so he changed the process. Now they pre-paint the plywood. 

Their new process is to order the plywood 3 to 4 weeks before they plan to build a 

ramp. The plywood is stored in a garage stacked on edge, with short 2x4 block spacers 

to allow air flow between the sheets. This allows the plywood to dry out. Then two or 

three volunteers drop by the garage when the wood is dry and paint it, laying it on the 

saw and using paint rollers.  

There is at least one other team in East Texas that also pre-paints the plywood. Greg’s 

team has found this process a great way to leave the recipient with a completed ramp 

on build day. Below is a picture of one of the ramps built by Greg’s team. Thanks to 

Greg for taking the time to make this suggestion, and I hope it helps other teams in the 

state. 



 

 

What design do you use or do you have other tips or 

suggestions to share? 

Please let me know if you have found a way to build ramps better, stronger or faster that 

might help other teams in the state. Send your comments, suggestions or other ideas to 

royh85@verizon.net.  


