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Dear BJP Community,

For the past several years, BJP has been on a remarkable journey. 
Since publishing our most recent Annual Report in 2019, there 
have been a few exciting changes. Most notably, we moved from 
our original location in Crown Heights to a newly renovated 
facility in Flatbush. Our enrollment has increased from 
approximately 80 to 100 students. We expanded our graduate 
support effort and other important aspects of our program. 

At the same time, two important things have not changed: our 
transformative mission and our Nativity-school spirit. Like any 
Jesuit school, we strive to transform our students academically, 
personally, and spiritually. At BJP, this mission means preparing 
our students for the rigors of competitive high schools, 
accompanying them as they mature from childhood to young 
adulthood, and inspiring them to deepen their faith and service 
as growing members of the community. It is a privilege to work 
with students at such an important time of their lives! 

We’ve emphasized to our graduates that regardless of the change 
in our physical address, this is still their school. The spirit of BJP 
perseveres. Our community is defined by resilience, community, 
and love. This spirit is alive in our halls, and it lights the way for 
our entire organization. 

A final aspect of BJP’s culture has also remained unchanged: 
generosity makes our mission possible. On behalf of our students 
and families, I want to extend our deepest gratitude to the many 
supporters who contributed to BJP last year and in recent years. 
Your generosity makes a tremendous impact, and I hope that the 
stories and information contained in this report give you a sense 
of the difference that a gift to BJP makes.

May God bless you and your 
family. Thank you for being an 
important part of the BJP 
community. 

With very best regards, 

 

 
James L. Kennedy 
President
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BJP by the Numbers
JULY 1, 2024 TO JUNE 30, 2025

TOTAL INCOME $2,374,593

$1,282,536

$506,582

$394,357

$101,205

$89,913

Individual Donors

Gala

Foundations and Organizations

Tuition and Fees

Other Revenue

TOTAL EXPENSES $2,281,816

$1,685,767

$167,099

$154,853

$106,558

$102,093

$65,446

School Program

Graduate Support

Development

Summer Camp

Special Events Costs

Admin

	 74%	 School Program

	 7%	 Graduate Support

	 7%	 Development

	 5%	 Summer Camp

	 4%	 Special Events 
		  Costs

	 3%	 Admin

	 54%	 Individual Donors

	 21%	 Gala

	 17%	 Foundations and 
		  Organizations

	 4%	 Tuition and Fees

	 4%	 Other Revenue

BJP is proud to serve our students. Our scholars come from a variety of experiences. 
Our mission is to serve their needs and provide tools for success. 
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Brooklyn Jesuit Prep is a Catholic Jesuit middle school serving low-income families of diverse races, 

ethnicities and faiths in the East Flatbush neighborhood of Brooklyn. Our mission is to develop young leaders 

who are intellectually competent, open to growth, loving, religious and committed to doing justice. We 

achieve this goal through a rigorous academic program during an extended school day, a residential summer 

leadership camp and a graduate support program offering academic and tuition support through high school. 

In this way, we break the cycle of poverty through education and further the Jesuit tradition of molding men 

and women for others.
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school year through Camp Montmartre



Irene Locario is starting her 20th year at BJP. For many alumni, she is at the heart of their 
stories and memories at our school. She shares, “the students knew I was a person of discipline. 
Immediately everyone could see my class was different. Usually on the first day I would lay out 
my expectations and I would hold them to it. Everybody said ‘you just got here and these kids 
are already marching to the beat of your drum.’” To the BJP community, Ms. Locario is the 
epitome of tough love. She has held her students to incredible standards while guiding them 
carefully through our building.

In the last 20 years, we have relocated, changed leaders, and grown in size. For Irene, our deep-
rooted commitment to our students is what provides her with the stamina to continue. “When 
I came to BJP, I was thrown into an environment where these kids were like your children. They 
were ours. It’s a joy to work in that kind of environment,” she shares.

As a child, she knew she wanted to make a difference in the lives of children and sees teaching 
as one avenue for change. For Irene, the process of teaching is personal, “I see my calling to 
teaching as a ministry. I see it as fulfilling my baptismal commitment in the sense that this is 
the life that I have and what I do with it is my gift back to God.” She feels successful when her 
students understand something new and she works to find creative ways to allow her content to 
resonate with them.

Irene sees BJP as a key player in making this difference because of the small classes and Jesuit 
value of cura personalis. She gets to know each student, works with them individually, and learns 
more about them personally and academically. 

Irene has also served as a vital part of Camp each year.  “They see me differently at camp. I have 
a different role with them at camp than I do when I’m here. I still hold my standards as far as 
behavior.” It’s a chance to see where she can further support her students. Camp is also a time 
away from the city, where they get to spend more time together and away from their devices.

Camp serves as a pillar for students, counselors, and teachers alike. The time spent at Fairfield 
is filled with learning, bonding, and community building. As a teacher and mentor, Irene 
appreciates the opportunity to evaluate and know her students before the school year begins.

TEACHING 
ROOTED IN 
PURPOSE
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Brian and Joelle Kelly Family Foundation u
James P. and Genevieve M. McLaughlin 

Family Foundation H u
Sean and Lindsey Legister
Cameron and Ann MacRae H u
Rosalie J. and C. Daniel Maldari 

Charitable Foundation H

John and Adeline O’Rourke H u
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Charlie and Laura Beagan
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William and Kathy Blum H l
Andy and Maryann Bugas H

John Carberry H l
William Connell l
Julia Cornely
Danielle DiCerbo and Michael Daddio
William and Janet Dickey
Richard Dolan
Dolber Family Foundation
Raymond Dorado H

Fairfield Jesuit Community H

Guthrie Garvin and Claire Ogdon H

Patrick Hamrock
John and Judy Houlihan H u
Maurice and Cassandra Hyacinthe H

Matthew and Caitlin Janeczko
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Thank you.
 
We are grateful to our supporters for allowing us to provide 
our students with significant resources. 93% of BJP’s annual 
needs are funded by charitable contributions. Your gifts 
impact the lives of our students now and tomorrow.

This year we raised over $2 million from individuals, 
foundations, and other organizations in support of our 
annual fund, Gala, and all other FY25 initiatives. 

Below we recognize gifts received last fiscal year ( July 1, 
2024-June 30, 2025). We’re excited to establish giving levels, 
and are grateful to those who continue to significantly 
support our mission.

Gifts at every level matter. Without the generosity of those 
mentioned below, we would not have the opportunity to 
continue such transformative work.
If we made an error, please let our team know by contacting 
development@brooklynjesuit.org. We sincerely apologize.
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Jose C. Duarte da Silveira H

Emilio Echave
Daniel Echevarria
Matthew Engler and Aleta Mustone
Andrew Essex
Edward Fargis
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Maureen Fullam
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Philip D. Horner H
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Max Ickes
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Ernest Joseph
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Dianne Karpowicz H
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Loretta Kennedy
Michael and Teri Kennedy
Nora Kennedy
Larry Kirwan H

Louis Kuhlmann
Kai-Shan Kwek-Rupp
Christopher LaBarbiera
Sofia Leggio
Bob and Patti Lenartz
Robert Lepisko H

Lauren Levine
Judith Linden H

Mary Liu
Helen Lococo
Joseph LoSchiavo
Michael and Patricia Lucey H

Andy Lukas l
Brian and Karen Lynch
Maura Lyons
Callum MacLeod
Margaret Maloney
Rachel Mancini
John Manos l
William Marane
John Martin
Kristin Matroni H
Margaret McCarthy †
Andrea McDermott
John McGivney H

Jack McGovern
Coleen McGrath
Timothy McKernan
James McLoughlin l
Jessie McQueen
Clare McWilliams
Anthony Meehan
Coleen Mehary
Br. Jerry Menkhaus, SJ
Robert and Patricia Meschi H l
Miroslaw Michalski H
Adrienne Milea H

Giancarlo Milea H

Karen Milton
Richard and Marcia Modica
Cynthia Morrison H

Robert Motley H l
Daria Mulhall
Thomas Mulligan l
Elizabeth Murdy
Gil Stockson and Margaret Murphy 

Stockson H

Robert Murray
Peter Nardi

Erika Neri
John Nicolich
Steven Noga
Timothy Nowak
Thomas Nowak
Sean  T. O’Brien l
Joseph O’Neill
Lauren O’Rourke
Elba Obregon
Joshua Onyirimba
Tony and Eileen Oroszlany H

Natalie Petrides
Joseph Petriello
Deanna Philippe
Sean Phillips
Edward J. Poliandro
Dennis Pope l
Sarah Porter
Jean Prahl H
Clare Purcell H
Stanley and Mai Rashid l
Concetta Raymond
Gerard Ring l
Brendan Rogers
Joyce Ann Rohl
Donna Rohne
Vincent J. Russo l
Mary Ryan
Matthew P. Ryan
Matthew Sacchi
Matthew and Kerry Salvatierra
Anthony and Patricia Santoro l
Pat Saunders H

Rob Schnieders
Patricia Schuett
Neal Scott H l
Nadia Sempher ‘12
Vito and Harriet Sessa l
Rita and Leonard Sisul
Sara Smirin
Patricia Smith
Brian Spadora
Joseph and Linda Staneck
Philip Williams and Sally Steg-Williams H

Carla Sylofski
Claudia Tierney
Lily Ting
Andrew Tobias
James and Patricia Tolan
Christina Tomeo
Xavier Estevez and Maura Toomb Estevez H

Steve and Denise Trynosky
Hugh and Julia Turk
Eric Vilas-Boas and Alison Kennedy
Villanova University Club of New York
Richard S. Vogel
Walter and Mary Voytus
Fred L. Walker
Mary Ellen Walker
Melina Wein
Gary and Rebecca White
Lindsey Willert
Charles Woodland H

Salvatore Zizza



The list below includes individuals in whose 
memory our school received donations.

Melissa Garville
BJP’s Garville Scholars program 
was created in memory of 
Melissa Garville. As an active 
member of our board, Melissa 
was a strong advocate for 
BJP’s students and mission. 
After her sudden passing in 
2020, her parents, Greg and 
Christine Garville, established the 
Garville Scholars Program to honor her legacy. 
The program provides funding for our Graduate 
Support Program, student field trips for cultural 
experiences in NYC, and scholarships for BJP 
students. We continue to remember Melissa 
Garville and are grateful to those who continue to 
support BJP in her memory. 

Greg McCaig
Greg McCaig is remembered 
by his family for his presence, 
care for community, and 
incomparable storytelling 
ability. As a graduate of 
Brooklyn Prep’s Class of 
1971, Greg firmly believed that 
Jesuit education impacted his 
life.The McCaig Family Scholarship 
was created to honor Greg’s memory through a 
scholarship that will provide funds in perpetuity. 
Every year this scholarship helps two BJP 
students access an impactful and comprehensive 
Jesuit education. The scholarship persists 
through high school, ensuring lasting support 
beyond our walls.

John Farrell
John Farrell is remembered 
by his loved ones as kind-
hearted, humorous, and 
loving. A graduate of 
Xavier High School and the 
College of the Holy Cross, 
John tragically lost his life on 
September 11th. 

His mother, Marie Farrell, turned her grief into 
something positive by working to support 
students at Brooklyn Jesuit Prep. As a former 
New York Nativity board member and BJP 
volunteer, Marie honored John through service. 
For 20 years, Day for Farrell raised funds in 
John’s memory.

As a product of Jesuit education, John 
embodied so many of the same values we teach 
our students. Each year, one BJP 8th grader is 
presented with the John Farrell Spirit Award 
for exemplifying the same traits for which John 
is remembered. We extend our gratitude to 
his family and friends, who have continued to 
support BJP as a way to honor John’s memory.

Sr. Carol Beairstro

John William Blatchford

Kenneth Bleakley

Patricia Calabrese

Deceased members of 
Saint Vincent Ferrer Class of 1961

Jim, Marie, and John Farrell

Melissa Garville

Carol and George Griffith

Fr. William J. Hendricks, SJ

Sarah and Joe Hoban

Fr. Phil Hurley, SJ

Fr. James S. Keenan, SJ

Sarah K. Kuhlmann

Margaret B. Leonard

Greg McCaig

Joseph and Violet Modica

Tod Parrott

William E. Perry

Fr. Bill Reilly, SJ

Fr. Walter Reilly, SJ

John and Terry Reynolds

Raymond Rohne

Kathleen M. Tolan

Memorial 
Giving

 The list below includes individuals in whose 
honor our school received donations.

The Calabrese Planned Giving Society, established in 2022, was 
founded by Steve Calabrese in memory of Patricia Calabrese, his 
wife, who tragically passed away from Parkinson’s Disease. Steve 
remembers Patricia as loving and kind, and seeks to honor her 
life through supporting institutions that focus on education and 
justice. 

As a Brooklynite and product of Jesuit education at Regis 
High School and Boston College, Steve’s commitment to BJP 
is personal. His involvement in Nativity schools began as a 
volunteer, and Patricia’s passing inspired him to grow his support 
even further. “If we don’t support these students now, we won’t 
set them up to succeed in the future. I see supporting BJP and 
my alma mater as one and the same cause, but starting with BJP 
is essential,” he shares.

We are incredibly grateful for the individuals in this society. 
Each supporter listed has generously established a planned gift 
intention. Their gift will ensure the BJP mission forever stands, 
allowing generations of BJP’s scholars to access transformative 
education.

Frederick R. Bleakley
Kenneth Bleakley †
Steven V. Calabrese
Patrick J. Concannon †
Marie and James Farrell †
James and Linda Foy
Dorothy and John † Guigon
Dorothy Guigon

Francis J. Hendricks
Brian Hotaling
Theresa Reynolds †
Gene Roman
George Ruotolo
Vincent Scerbinski
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Sievers

THE CALABRESE
PLANNED GIVING SOCIETY

“I have always considered Patricia to be my gold standard 
for kindness. Everyday since she has gone, I seek to 
incorporate a bit more of her heart in mine, because she 
had the bigger heart. She is, therefore, the perfect choice 
to name this society after.”

STEVE CALABRESE

Honorary 
Giving

Michael C. Ajello

Jake Braithwaite, SJ

Kate Broderick 

Peter Callahan

James Casey

Julia Cornely 

William Derrough

Fr. Louis Garaventa, SJ

Fr. Kenneth Gavin, SJ

Griffin Thomas Homer

The Jesuit Educators of 
Brooklyn Prep

James L. Kennedy

Irene Locario

Cheryl Malcousu

Br. Jerry Menkhaus, SJ

Frank X. Murphy

Michael Petrides

Fr. Jack Podsiadlo, SJ

Fr. Mario Powell, SJ

Amari Purdie

Steven Quinn

Quinnan Family

Jack Raslowsky

Regis Class of 2022

Fr. Kevin C. Spinale, SJ



Ohsafa Harding graduated from BJP in 2013. He went on to attend and graduate 
from Cristo Rey Brooklyn ’17 and Fairfield University ’21, and is now an Engineer 
at National Grid. As a college student, Ohsafa returned as a Collegian at Camp 
Montmartre for three years in a row, noting that the impact camp had on him 
extended beyond his time as a student. “We were always helping people… I learned 
to love the idea of my actions being of service to somebody,” he shares. “That’s why I 
wanted to go back to camp. To give back to the kids in the way that other graduates 
gave back to me.” 

When asked how he would describe BJP, Ohsafa’s response was “family.” He shares 
how formative the community has been over the years, including some classmates 
whom he is still close with today. The connections made at BJP remind him that he 
always has resources to lean on and students to mentor as he himself goes further in 
his career. 

Ohsafa reflects on the teachers who impacted him as a student, including veteran 
teacher Irene Locario. “When I think about my own future, I want to emulate the 
energy that they had. They were like a quiet storm. They came with a lot of energy, 
they gave you a lot, but it was never too much,” he shares. “It was always just what 
you needed: swift, beautiful, and even chaotic in some ways. They lit up every room, 
provided light, and always guided people the right way.”

These traits are what influenced Ohsafa as he got older. He shares that BJP is where 
he learned the difference between a job and a vocation.

GIVING 
BACK 
WITH 
HEART



Since 2020, Brooklyn Jesuit Prep has been engaged in a bold and 
important effort to advance our mission and secure our future. Launched 
quietly during a time of great uncertainty, the campaign—Building Futures. 
Changing Lives.—has already raised an extraordinary $10 million thanks to 
the commitment and generosity of our friends and supporters.

This campaign has been transformative. It has allowed BJP to:
•	Move from Crown Heights to East Flatbush, ensuring our students have 

a home that is newly-renovated and vibrant.
•	Increase admissions and enrollment from 80 students to over 100, 

expanding the opportunity for Jesuit education. 
•	Strengthen our Graduate Support Program, giving students the 

guidance, mentorship, and scholarships needed to thrive.
•	Compensate our teachers more competitively, recognizing that they 

deliver the mission to our students each and every day.
•	Secure our future through planned gifts, which extend the impact of 

the campaign beyond today, ensuring that the school remains strong for 
generations to come.

Building Futures. Changing Lives. expands our capabilities above and 
beyond what is made possible by our annual fund. This campaign allows 
BJP to invest not only in classrooms and our campus, but in people—the 
students, families, and teachers who embody BJP’s mission.
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LOOKING AHEAD: 
THE PUBLIC PHASE
With strong progress during the quiet phase, we are excited to announce the launch of the 
public phase of Building Futures. Changing Lives. From now until June 30, 2026, we invite the 
entire Brooklyn Jesuit Prep community to take part.

The final phase of this campaign will directly support BJP’s continued advancement as outlined 
in our Strategic Plan. This plan charts a bold course for the years ahead—strengthening 
academics, deepening graduate support, expanding access, and ensuring that BJP remains a 
beacon of hope and excellence for generations of students to come.

Every gift, large or small, strengthens our mission and sustains our work. Together, through 
Building Futures. Changing Lives., we will ensure that BJP continues to form young leaders of 
tomorrow. To learn more or get involved, please contact development@brooklynjesuit.org.

WITH 
GRATITUDE 
TO OUR 
DONORS
We are deeply grateful to every 
donor who has already joined us 
on this journey. Their generosity 
has given BJP a new home and 
opened doors of opportunity for 
our students. We are honored 
and privileged to recognize 
extraordinary generosity below. 



OUR PLEDGE
I pledge this day to honor the promise,
using God’s gifts for the good of all:
to respect each other,
to welcome all to our community,
to seek knowledge and enlightenment,
to become people of peace,
compassion and forgiveness.
We are proud to be who we are,
a diverse family
filled with the spirit of kindness
and encouragement,
built upon the rock
of integrity and loyalty.
May the spirit of BJP forever stand!
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