
 
• F-1 AND J-1 STUDENTS: OBTAIN A TRAVEL VALIDATION SIGNATURE ON AN 

I-20 OR DS-2019 BEFORE INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL  
• RECOMMENDATIONS FOR TRAVEL 

PLEASE NOTE THE CHANGE IN OUR PROCEDURE TO OBTAIN TRAVEL SIGNATURES 
This new procedure is effective immediately. All students requesting travel 
signatures will be required to complete the Travel Signature Request Form. Please 
note that we will not be providing travel signatures during walk-in hours and 
encourage you to plan accordingly. 

F-1 AND J-1 STUDENTS: OBTAIN A TRAVEL SIGNATURE ON AN I-20 OR DS-2019 
BEFORE INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL  

If you are planning to travel internationally during the upcoming summer break, please exercise 
caution and follow the travel recommendations provided below. F-1 and J-1 students and 
scholars (and their F-2 and J-2 dependents) should not make trips abroad without first obtaining 
a travel signature on their I-20 or DS-2019 form.  The signature is valid for 12 months and 
confirms that the I-20 or DS-2019 owner is in valid legal status and eligible to return to the 
United States to resume their programs.  

STEP 1 – Make sure you need a new travel signature 
Check your I-20 or DS-2019 to see when it was last signed for travel. If you have received a travel 
signature within 12 months of your expected travel and anticipated return to the United States, 
you do not need one at this time. For more details, visit the Travel Signature Request Procedure 
page on our website.  

STEP 2 – Complete the Travel Signature Request Form on the RGlobal Portal  

STEP 3 – Follow email instructions for getting the travel signature; pick-up or delivery of your I-
20/DS-2019. You will be issued a new I-20/DS-2019 with a travel signature. 
Your document will be ready within 5 business days. Be sure to keep all your previous I-20s/DS-
2019s safely. 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR TRAVEL 

https://global.rutgers.edu/travel-signature-request-procedure
https://sunapsis.rutgers.edu/istart/controllers/client/ClientEngine.cfm?serviceid=EFormTravelSignatureRequestTCnew0ServiceProvider
https://global.rutgers.edu/travel-signature-request-procedure
https://sunapsis.rutgers.edu/istart/controllers/client/ClientEngine.cfm?serviceid=EFormTravelSignatureRequestTCnew0ServiceProvider


We would like to advise all our students to be careful and alert during any travel – domestic and 
international, and be prepared to face extra scrutiny at visa issuing posts and at ports of entry. 
As always, follow all rules and regulations to maintain your legal status in the US. Visit our Travel 
and Visa Information page for information and detailed recommendations for travel. 

Traveling outside the US 

When traveling outside the United States, F-1 and J-1 visa holders must have in their possession 
the following documentation to ensure their ability to re-enter the U.S. and resume their 
activities: 

• Passport valid at least six months beyond re-entry date 
• Valid U.S. visa in the appropriate classification, e.g., F-1, J-1  
• Valid immigration document for the status being sought: I-20 or DS-2019 with travel 

signature from Rutgers Global - ISSS. The travel signature is valid for 12 months.  
If you are on Rutgers’ visa sponsorship and you need an extension of your I-20 or DS-
2019, please follow instructions on our website for an Extension of Program. 

While not specifically required by regulations, the following additional documents are strongly 
recommended when traveling abroad. These documents provide information about your legal 
status, academic and immigration history in the U.S. They need not be presented unless asked. 

• Your complete unofficial transcript and Enrollment Verification to prove good academic 
standing 

• Current proof of funding 
• All previously-issued I-20 or DS-2019 forms  
• If needing to apply for a new F-1 or J-1 visa before returning to the U.S., a recently-

updated I-20 or DS-2019 issued to you within the 6 months prior to your application for a 
new visa 

• If your field of study or research is technology or science-related, we recommend you get 
a letter (on letterhead) from your supervisor, department chair, center director or 
graduate program director. The letter should explain as much about your program of 
study and research in simple terms.   

 
Useful travel resources for international students:  

• Study in the States, What to Expect when Entering the United States 
• U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Know Before You Visit 
• Immigration and Customs Enforcement - Travel Guidance 
• U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Entering the U.S. - Documents required for Foreign 

Nationals (International Travelers) 
• Department of Homeland Security (DHS) - I-94 Related Information  
• NAFSA’s (Association of International Educators) 10 Points to Remember When Applying 

for a Student Visa 
 

https://global.rutgers.edu/maintaining-legal-status
https://global.rutgers.edu/travel-and-visa-information
https://global.rutgers.edu/travel-and-visa-information
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fglobal.rutgers.edu%2Facademic-status-and-changes%2Fextension-of-program&data=02%7C01%7Cuso%40global.rutgers.edu%7C5878a9945c714f93cd4e08d6bc604fd9%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C636903519287485652&sdata=hXKFz%2F%2BHLeTsNiZIm%2B3L1%2F8Dj5klXtarBVfmRGti6w4%3D&reserved=0
https://sis.rutgers.edu/tags/
https://transcripts.rutgers.edu/transcripts/getVerificationForm.tcr
https://global.rutgers.edu/sites/default/files/Documents/International%20Students%20and%20Scholars/FORMS%20-%20INTL%20STUDENTS/CertificationofFunds.pdf
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fstudyinthestates.dhs.gov%2F2014%2F07%2Fwhat-to-expect-when-entering-the-united-states&data=02%7C01%7Cuso%40global.rutgers.edu%7C5878a9945c714f93cd4e08d6bc604fd9%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C636903519287495656&sdata=PCDeea3gJBOAE%2F1UPqIZs8FiEPJL8%2FekEqJd4VDme%2Fs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cbp.gov%2Ftravel%2Finternational-visitors%2Fknow-before-you-go&data=02%7C01%7Cuso%40global.rutgers.edu%7C5878a9945c714f93cd4e08d6bc604fd9%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C636903519287495656&sdata=DOMKl9%2BIQ%2FFfjGz9tAJOCe%2BPHmhIMLODYoftxpauRu0%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ice.gov%2Fsevis%2Ftravel&data=02%7C01%7Cuso%40global.rutgers.edu%7C5878a9945c714f93cd4e08d6bc604fd9%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C636903519287505664&sdata=bgougMQ%2BrMMnqaNnQmVBMk7iw0x9H%2Fv6tdL9xjvAOAA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhelp.cbp.gov%2Fapp%2Fanswers%2Fdetail%2Fa_id%2F572%2Frelated%2F1&data=02%7C01%7Cuso%40global.rutgers.edu%7C5878a9945c714f93cd4e08d6bc604fd9%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C636903519287515673&sdata=ixst52COXVDJMFghe3RYfjA0vWKYS81M4onL0DpkKPU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhelp.cbp.gov%2Fapp%2Fanswers%2Fdetail%2Fa_id%2F572%2Frelated%2F1&data=02%7C01%7Cuso%40global.rutgers.edu%7C5878a9945c714f93cd4e08d6bc604fd9%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C636903519287515673&sdata=ixst52COXVDJMFghe3RYfjA0vWKYS81M4onL0DpkKPU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fi94.cbp.dhs.gov%2FI94%2F%23%2Fhome&data=02%7C01%7Cuso%40global.rutgers.edu%7C5878a9945c714f93cd4e08d6bc604fd9%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C636903519287515673&sdata=jl7IXP0tyfDOk%2BmPP%2FFbF3QipmUTKnaYZ%2B2r0KtE8Ps%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nafsa.org%2Ffindresources%2FDefault.aspx%3Fid%3D8643&data=02%7C01%7Cuso%40global.rutgers.edu%7C5878a9945c714f93cd4e08d6bc604fd9%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C636903519287525681&sdata=kHQX9JpwFUnKBAZOTfOA3wWQsnUurglVdbG6V5KPt1U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nafsa.org%2Ffindresources%2FDefault.aspx%3Fid%3D8643&data=02%7C01%7Cuso%40global.rutgers.edu%7C5878a9945c714f93cd4e08d6bc604fd9%7Cb92d2b234d35447093ff69aca6632ffe%7C1%7C0%7C636903519287525681&sdata=kHQX9JpwFUnKBAZOTfOA3wWQsnUurglVdbG6V5KPt1U%3D&reserved=0

