
 

 

DECEMBER 11TH, 2019 Was A Day to Remember! 

HERE ARE JUST A FEW PICTURES OF THE MAGIC WE MADE... 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

CHRISTMAS GIVING 2019 

ANGELS, FRIENDS AND FAMILY – THANK YOU FOR MAKING MAGIC IN THE LIVES OF SO MANY CHILDREN! 

Wednesday, December 11th, 2019 was a magical day for the hundreds of children that the Angels will be a day for over 

307 children to BELIEVE there is good in the world and good people all around us.  Our Angels help us BELIEVE in miracles 

and everybody needs an Angel in their life and especially the children and youth that the Angels advocate for! 

Dear Angels and Friends, as we say GOODBYE to 2019 and HELLO to 2020, it only seems appropriate to share with each 

of you our amazing Christmas Giving Celebration for 2019.  It seemed impossible that we would be able to exceed what 

we did in 2018, but again, we are the Angels that can make dreams a reality year-round!  Once again Pasadena Community 

Church turned the Gymnasium into a magical morning for our Community Partners, our Angels, all the participants and 

guests to enjoy the magic of Christmas.  Once again, it was the perfect setting for our Annual Christmas Giving Celebration.  

Every person who walked through the doors was amazed at over 2000 wrapped presents throughout the room which 

included our newest addition, Santa’s Corner for our Community Partners running low on presents for other children.  

There were goosebumps all around when our guests saw the room!  It was “magical” and if you weren’t in the Christmas 

Spirit when you walked through the doors, you were when you left!  This was only possible thanks to our Santa’s helpers 

who picked up the gifts, delivered the gifts and made the room look magical!  It was such a wonderful feeling knowing 

that every child’s name and wish list had been filled.   

Thanks to  our Angels, our family and friends, some local businesses and organizations with generous hearts, children of 

all ages from the tiniest little baby to some of our youth and homeless families trying to make ends meet were able to set 

aside their struggles for a day to remember and keep them going!   This was the one day a year that they could BELIEVE 

in Santa Claus and Believe in Angels.   This is only thanks to the generosity of individuals who adopted children and families 

less fortunate.  Thank You for shopping, wrapping and helping to deliver the hundreds of gifts to our community partners 

who made sure all the presents were delivered before Christmas and allow us to share the moments of JOY through their 

eyes.   From the bottom of my heart, “thank you” for giving light to some of their darkest days and putting Magic in their 

lives, if only for a day! This year, there will be over 307 children and families in our community who will have a Christmas 

morning they will remember for years to come opening their presents with smiles on their faces and joy in their hearts; 

and what an amazing feeling that we made it happen!    

Special thanks to Pasadena Community Church for doing another outstanding job of hosting this event.  Anita Marshall 

and her amazing staff of Angels did an amazing job on the food, presentation and many of the decorations that made the 

room a Christmas Place!  Everything was perfect and that was a day WE all felt truly Blessed and proud to be an Angel.  

The Angels want every child to have HOPE for a better tomorrow and that is why we do what WE do!  There are so many 

children that have struggles and pain every day in their lives and although we cannot touch all the lives of those children, 

we know that we are making a difference, if only one child at a time.  These children need HOPE, they need JOY and they 



need to know there are people in this community who care for them and want their days to be better days.  So, God Bless 

each of you that made this happen!   

 Thank you to our community partners for sharing the stories of why this day is so important for these children and 

families.  Your stories helped all of us to realize how we are making a difference and the impact we are having for these 

children.   

This year the Angels were blessed with a wonderful and prosperous year that made it possible for us to touch the lives of 

so many children.  Here are some of the ways we made Christmas: 

➢ Eckerd Kids - There were 3 families in need selected from Eckerd Connects that had a wonderful and blessed 
Christmas from the Christmas Tree, decorations, Christmas Dinner and the wish list for all the children in that family 
and something special for the moms and dads.  

➢ Guardian ad Litem – 10 children were adopted from this organization with their wish list and clothing needs.  This 
was our first year to add this foundation into our Christmas Giving Program and we look forward to years to come. 

➢ Healthy Start PAT+ - 70 new moms who have been struggling to get their lives back on track in need of 
encouragement and assistance for their babies who are unable to provide for themselves much less have presents 
for their child on Christmas Day, we gave them HOPE as they move forward to be the best they can be. 

➢ Friends of the Children Mentoring Program -  50 children who are at risk children who have been assigned a 
mentor on their life journey from elementary school age to high school who need something to look forward to on 
Christmas Morning that will make them feel special, the Angels made it happen! 

➢ Directions for Living - Thanks to a Toy Drive by a local business, Children will enjoy having at least something to 
open Christmas morning. Homeless families, individuals and children would not have had a Christmas at all if not 
for the Angels.  These families struggle every day to find ways of getting back on their feet and thanks to the 
Angels, they can have at least one day that brings them Hope that there is good in this world and Angels making 
a difference in their lives.   

➢ Pinellas County Sheriff’s Office CPI – 2 families were selected in most need of a Christmas, both single moms trying 
to provide what they can to the children in their lives.  Christmas presents was only a dream of theirs for the children 
in their lives with all the many challenges they face, and thanks to the Angels, those dreams were made a reality 
Christmas morning!    

➢ The Beccera Family of 8. -  You may remember the story of Maria Martinez Rivera who was unable to get back to 
her family for over 2 years having to stay in Cuba facing many challenges and heartbreak over being separated 
from her children and husband.  When the family was finally reunited, they faced many challenges and obstacles 
trying to get back on their feet.  Thanks to one of our major supporters, this family was able to have a Christmas 
to Remember with his $5000 anonymous donation.  The Angels also adopted this entire family for Christmas 
putting smiles on the faces of their children ranging in ages 3 months to 15 years old.  Here is what they asked me 
to communicate to this anonymous individual and our Angels: “To our Anonymous Angel!  Thank you so much for 
your kindness and your love you share with us! Thank you for making us the most beautiful Christmas we have 
ever had after being apart for such a long time. We appreciate all your blessings to us; we know for sure you are a 
great person.  We prayed God asking for help and to send us His Angel and God heard our prayers and God blessed 
you and multiply seven times seven every cent you gave us. We wish you a Merry Christmas! We would like to meet 
you because people like you deserve a hug and we know for sure you have a special place up in heaven.  You made 
a difference in our lives just like the other Angels that are part of this miracle.  God Bless You! Thanks for your love, 
Thanks for the best Christmas for us”   

 (follow these links to learn more about this family.  

 https://www.tampabay.com/florida/2019/08/05/she-wanted-to-become-a-citizen-now-she-cant-come-back/ 

https://www.tampabay.com/news/pinellas/2019/12/09/after-long-months-apart-clearwater-family-is-reunited/ 

ANGELS give HOPE, YOU are the reason these children will have a day to remember!  YOU should be so proud to be a part 

of what we do in the lives of these children. There are no words to express the gratitude we feel for those wonderful 

individuals who made all this possible.  From the bottom of our hearts “thank you” for what you have done to make their 

day a day to remember for years to come.   

https://www.tampabay.com/florida/2019/08/05/she-wanted-to-become-a-citizen-now-she-cant-come-back/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.tampabay.com_news_pinellas_2019_12_09_after-2Dlong-2Dmonths-2Dapart-2Dclearwater-2Dfamily-2Dis-2Dreunited_&d=DwMF-g&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=FGTvoJKXdasTMmDtAVufch5j8WzSoFt4yythWKxlbkI&m=zYNmvOgymxcJuOwn39zLB4uLM3oru0VI21jYq0kScS8&s=MF6X2G1cjmrNbfEgZ-7f0E3mMXggwC9citnzVqsgYQM&e=


As the Founder of Angels Against Abuse, I feel such pride and accomplishment for the difference that the Angels have 

made in the lives of thousands of children and youth in our community over the past 13 years, but NONE of this would 

have happened without each of you and the many individuals, businesses and organizations in our community who believe 

and support what we do!   

I hope that each of you had a wonderful and blessed Christmas and pray for a fantastic 2020 full of blessings and hope for 

each of you.   When you close your eyes tonight, give a thank you to yourselves for being such a blessing in the lives of the 

children we advocate for.  It takes all of us to make a difference.   

God bless each of you and thank you for all you do!  Happy New Year! 

 Sandy Kearney, Founder, 

 Angels Against Abuse, Inc  

 

 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

2019 was an amazing year for the Angels! 

Let's take a quick look at the difference we have made in the lives of the children, youth and 

families we advocate for 24/7 in our community. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Angel Visitation Center has had a huge impact in 
our community for children trying to be reunified 
with their biological parents. The Center provides a 
safe, clean and beautiful environment for children to 
meet with supervised visits with their parents. Our 
Community Partners love the Center. The Parent 
rave about it every time they come to visit their 
children and the children love the beautiful toys, 
games and rooms specific to their age and needs. 
We are so proud of our Center and all that it provides 
to the Community. Check us out if you would like a 
tour. In the meantime, please click on the below link 
to take a tour! 

We moved to our new space in April 2019 and added 
a Learning Center/Meeting Area to assist our 
Community Partners. Check it out! 

Thank you, Ashley, for all you do to make the Angel 
Center such a success.... 

 

Thank You for Giving Us Hope for a Better Tomorrow 

 

 

 

Every month the Angels provide the Guardian ad Litem 

Foundation 30 Angel Birthday Bags that can be used for 

special occasions or first-time meetings between the 

child and the Guardian volunteer. This program has 

been extremely successful and every month there is a 

waiting list for these bags. Children of all ages enjoy 

these Angel Bags filled with essentials, toys, hygiene 

items and a $20 gift card to buy something special.  

We also provide the Guardian ad Litem with gas cards 

monthly to help these volunteers maintain this stable 

relationship they have with the children they advocate 

for. 

  



 

 

Thanks to one of our generous Donors, Our Angel 

Resource Room is kept stocked for requested items like 

car seats, Pac n plays, strollers, diapers, uniforms, 

school supplies, hygiene items, clothing and many other 

items that are requested by our community partners.  

Since we are conveniently located near many of our 

Community Partners, it is only a phone call away to pick 

up items requested without any wait time.  

 

 

 

Friends of the Children Mentoring Program relies on 

the Angels for school supplies, uniforms, tablets for 

learning, special requests and our Christmas Giving 

Program.  

For the past several months since adding our Learning 

Center to our new space, FOTC have been utilizing this 

space for their monthly meetings in Pinellas County. 

The Angels are proud to be a part of the FOTC program 

to assist these mentors in being the one stability in 

these children's lives. 

 

 

 

The Pinellas County Sheriff's Office, Child Protection 

Division has partnered with the Angels for many years. 

The Angels assist with items like the food pantry, car 

seats, Pac n plays, uniforms, clothing needs for children 

when they are removed and just this year, we provided 

items for their Children's Play Room to help make the 

children feel welcomed when going through such a 

tough time as part of our Christmas Giving Program as 

well as adopting 2 families for Christmas. 

This year we partnered with Suncoast Voices for 

Children to help with some of the larger requested 

items like car seats and Pac n plays to keep children safe. 

We also provided uniforms, school supplies and 

backpacks to assist with the many children in the foster 

care system. 

 



 

 

The Kind Mouse is one of the programs that is near and 

dear to our hearts. Children going hungry in our 

community is at an all-time high and the thought of a 

child going to bed hungry breaks our hearts. We 

partnered with Gina Wilkins, Founder of The Kind 

Mouse, many years ago to assist with helping to feed 

the hungry children in our community. Child hunger has 

become an epidemic in our community, and we are so 

proud to be a part of this amazing program.  

The Kind Mouse is having to expand their operations 

with another large pantry, and we are happy to be a part 

of their growing success. 

 

 

 

The Angels have been providing assistance to Directions 

for Living for many years. Homelessness and prevention 

are at an all-time high in our community and the needs 

are great. Our Resource Room at the Angel Center has 

become an essential resource for Directions for Living. 

Our Christmas Giving Program has put smiles on the 

faces children and families for years. We also receive a 

lot of special request for families transitioning in hopes 

of keeping their children from removal.  

Directions does so much for children at risk, families 

facing difficult times and children facing extreme 

challenges and we are proud to be a part of this 

organization. 

 

 

  

The Angels have worked with Eckerd Connects, the Lead 

Agency in Pinellas/Pasco counties since 2008. Every 

year we assist with some of the needs for these 

children. Items like Uniforms, Pack n Plays, Car Seats, 

Strollers, Christmas giving, School Supplies and so much 

more. When a request comes our way, we always try to 

find a way to make it happen. Sometimes it is working 

with other organizations in finding ways to do matching 

funds depending on the type of request. 

 



 

 

For 10 years the Angels hosted the Child Advocacy Expo 

as a tool for all the community leaders to have an event 

for networking with one another. This event became 

such a success over the past 10 years that it was taken 

over by Adoptive Related Services in 2019. The Angels 

participated this year to support this organization and it 

was such a great success. It was so wonderful to be able 

to pass the torch and keep an event going. The whole 

purpose of this event was to introduce all the 

community partners in our community and neighboring 

communities to work as a TEAM. Together we can 

accomplish so much more by working together.  

Thank you, Darla Starling, for keeping the energy going! 

 

 

 

Our famous Mad Hatter Tea Party was held annually in 

September to give a child a day of memories, joy and 

smiles. Two years ago, when we opened the Angel 

Visitation Center, we decided to put our focus on the 

Center since it impacted children's lives daily. Although 

we were sad to end our 7-year Mad Hatter Tea Party, 

we felt we could not do both. Thanks to the Kiwanis 

Club and our wonderful guy Angel, Allen Yergovich, the 

Mad Hatter Tea Party lived on. For the past two years, 

the Kiwanis Club has hosted this event at the Downtown 

Coliseum welcoming children as they run through the 

famous rabbit hole for a day of fun. Thank you, Kiwanis, 

for keeping this event going. We love helping and 

volunteering and seeing the joy in the children's faces 

when they are greeted with all the fun characters and 

activities!  

 

 

 

Since our journey began 13 years ago, the Sallie House 

has enjoyed the generosity of two amazing Angels with 

HUGE hearts! Many of the children in Foster Care would 

never know what it felt like to be treated special on their 

birthday or to have a party in their honor. Diana and 

Kerry Helinger have done just that for all these years 

paying attention to the details of what these children 

like. For years the Hellinger’s have been the gift that 

keeps giving and these children have been so fortunate 

to have a day to carry them through their toughest 

times. Thank you, Diana and Kerry, for all you do every 

day in these children's lives!  

 



 

 

 

Maria Martinez Rivera and her family, this year we 

were part of a very special gift to a family who faced 

challenges and obstacles that lasted over 2 years. 

Recently this family of 8 was reunited but needing a 

great deal of assistance. Their prayers were answered 

thanks to one of our very generous donors who insisted 

on remaining anonymous with a $5000 donation to this 

family. The Angels also wanted to make a difference 

with supplies from the Resource Center and Christmas 

Gifts for the entire family. It was such a good feeling to 

be a part of this family's joy of being reunited. You can 

follow their link to learn more.  

This family has been so grateful for their prayers being 

answered. They said, "they prayed for Angels and all of 

a sudden they were surrounded with them"!  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Contact Sandy Kearney 

sandy@sandykearney.com 

 

www.angelsagainstabuse.org 

 

When it comes to helping others, there are no little 

things...the accumulation of a lot of little things isn't 

little...it takes each of us to make a difference for all of 

us...none of us can do everything at one, but all of us can 

do something at once...one person can make a 

difference, and every person must try... 

 

 

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS FOR 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Let's Get to Work 

January 14th, 2020 - 8:30 am -9:30 am 

Angel Meeting - PCC Life Enrichment Center 

227 70th Street South St Petersburg  

 

February 11th, 2020 - 8:30 am -9:30 am 

Angel Meeting - PCC Life Enrichment Center 

227 70th Street South St Petersburg 

March 10th, 2020 - 8:30 am -9:30 am 

Angel Meeting - PCC Life Enrichment Center 

227 70th Street South St Petersburg 

April 4th, 2020 - 6:00 PM -11:00 PM 

Annual Blue Ribbon Gala 

St Pete Yacht Club 

April 14th, 2020 - 8:30 am -9:30 am 

Angel Meeting - PCC Life Enrichment Center 

227 70th Street South St Petersburg 

May 12th, 2020 - 8:30 am -9:30 am 

Angel Meeting - PCC Life Enrichment Center 

227 70th Street South St Petersburg 

Summer Break 

June, July & August 

 

 

 


