
The Board of Trustees of Susquehanna Waldorf School is excited to introduce our new Head of
School, Dr. Tom Banks. Early this summer, with input from our accreditors (PAIS and ASWNA),
SWS created a search committee and began the process of seeking our inaugural Head of
School.

Our Head of School will act as the spearhead, collaborating with faculty, staff, parents and the
Board of Trustees to oversee the pedagogical, administrative and development efforts of our
beloved school. Together, with the Leadership Council and Board of Trustees, In this role, Tom
will serve as a leader and guide to uphold the values, purpose and mission of our school in both
daily operations as well as the realization of our long term strategic plan.

Tom’s extensive experience and good-natured demeanor impressed the Board of Trustees and
the College of Teachers. We are thrilled to have him join our school.

Tom obtained his Bachelor’s degree from Susquehanna University in Business Marketing with a
Pennsylvania Department of Education teaching certification in Mathematics. Tom continued his
learning through graduate studies at Temple University, receiving a Master’s Degree in
Education Administration. At Marywood University, Tom completed his PhD in Human
Development and Education Administration. A focus of Tom’s doctoral work at Marywood was
on student resiliency and the effects of environmental factors on student success.

Tom is an experienced independent school educator and school leader who has served as a
teacher, coach, mentor, administrator, and international school accreditation team leader. At
Milton Hershey School Tom was a Mathematics teacher who developed unique hands-on
teaching methods to reach students with learning issues. At Harrisburg Academy, Tom led both
the middle and upper schools, was Assistant Head of School, and spearheaded the advent of
the Centers for Experiential Learning as well as led the successful application for the Academy
to become an International Baccalaureate World School. At West Nottingham Academy, as
Head of School, Tom led the oldest boarding school in the nation to achieve several different
initiatives. One concentration involved a focus on environmental sustainability that resulted in
local partnerships and in the school being named a Certified Sustainable School by the
Maryland Association for Environmental and Outdoor Education. Following success as an
accreditation team leader with the New England Association of Schools and Colleges’
Commission on International Education, Tom has now been voted onto the Commission’s board
as a Commissioner guiding the success of schools worldwide.

Tom is looking forward to meeting the parents and the students as we kick off the new school
year. We expect you’ll see a lot of him, as he is eager to get to know each of you.


