
Environment 2020-21
To keep South Somerset clean, green and 
attractive and respond to the climate and 
ecological emergency we will work in 
partnership to: 

• Continue the delivery of the Environment 
Strategy action plan, reducing our carbon 
emissions by 10% every year, to reach carbon 
neutrality by 2030  

•  Adopt and commence delivery of an 
Open Spaces Strategy promoting green 
infrastructure across the district  

•  Enhance the quality of the environment and 
its resilience and ability to adapt to climate 
change in partnership with our communities 
and businesses  

•  To protect South Somerset’s landscape and 
to seek to increase tree cover within our 
communities and the wider environment  

•  Support the delivery of the County wide 
Climate Emergency Strategy 

•  Initiate and support actions and 
infrastructure to encourage a shift to low 
carbon transport options including walking, 
cycling and electric mobility  

•  Promote and improve recycling and 
minimise waste through the roll out of 
‘Recycle More’ across South Somerset from 
June 2021 through the Somerset Waste 
Partnership 

•  Support the development of environmental 
and ecological aspects within local, parish 
and neighbourhood plans.  

•  Promote Nature Recovery Networks across 
the district, with a focus on delivery via the 
Ham Hill project. 

•  Work with external partners to benefit the 
wider national cause in developing and 
generating clean energy storage to reduce 
renewable energy wastage in turn reducing 
use of fossil fuels in UK energy production 
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Chard reservoir, Ham Hill and 
Yeovil Country Park win green 

flag awards.

Ham Hill National Heritage 
Lottery Fund Development  

Phase funding secured  
and project progressed  

throughout the year.

Ensuring that natural greenspaces 
are safe to access and attractive 

for unprecedented levels of  
use in summer 2020. 

Staff re-deployments to the 
Crematorium, vaccination centres, 

wellbeing hub, vaccination 
appointment calls and grants 
since March 2020 and on-going.  

New online activities developed 
across the countryside sites 
with films, dog shows and 

competitions.

Heritage calendar  
was created as a free downloadable 
resource to reach wider audiences.  

GOLD award 
for Cartgate TIC as best Visitor 

Information Centre at the Bristol, 
Bath and Somerset Tourism Awards. 

Adoption of the Somerset  
Climate Emergency Strategy.

£50K 
funding from the Cultural 

Recovery Fund to support extra 
staffing and management at Ham 

Hill through the Covid response and 
recovery phases. 

100 
trees planted at Ham Hill  
as part of the Countryfile  

campaign.

£90,500 
of grant income secured  

to support projects across sites and 
a further £6,430 community group 

grant income to support agreed 
projects. 

570 
trees planted at Yeovil Country 
Park as part of the Countryfile 

campaign.

Family woodland sessions 
delivered in October half term and 
craft packs developed for purchase 
from the Ninesprings café themed 

around nature and heritage to 
support home learning.  

Safe and successful takeaway 
service delivered from the 

Ninesprings Cafe, encouraging 
outdoor recreation and activity.  
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3 
rapid electric vehicle (EV) 

chargers have been installed  
since April 2020 in Wincanton, 

Ilchester & Ilminster.

Innovative Battery Energy Storage 
Site (BESS) investment project 

has been expanded to 30MW to 
maximise the capability of the site.

During 2019-2020, SSDC achieved 
over 10% carbon reduction on 
baseline data from 2018-2019.  

2020-2021 data being collated after 
end of year has been completed. 
Due to reduced travel and use of 

SSDC buildings it is hoped we will 
beat last year’s figure significantly.  

Public Sector Decarbonisation Bid 
was successful. Worked with Engie 
to conduct an energy audit on our 
top 10 highest use buildings and 

develop a net zero carbon roadmap 
to set out actions and goals for 

achieving optimum carbon savings 
in the most efficient and  

cost-effective ways.
330 users have taken part in 

the Department for Transport 
e-scooter trial in Yeovil. Making 

8,452 journeys across Yeovil, 
reducing fossil fuel usage as the 
e-scooters are charged using a 

renewable energy. 

At the end of March 2021, the trial 
has started its second phase in 

Crewkerne and Chard. 

EV chargers have been used 545 
times! 77 EV's have been charged 

saving 5.5 tons of CO2e. 

27 
SSDC car parks were identified for 
EV charging with the procurement 

process completed. EV Charging 
network project across Devon and 

South Somerset in partnership with 
DELETTI.

Draft Local Cycling and Walking 
Infrastructure Plan (LCWIP) for 

Yeovil completed 

Environmental news on a weekly & 
seasonal basis, via social media and 

press including radio interviews with 
BBC radio Somerset.

773 
recipients to 'Get SuSSed' our 

monthly environment newsletter. 
Showcasing SSDC Eco projects, local 
information, grants, good practice, 

and national and local campaigns to 
promote and inspire a sustainable 

South Somerset.

- CO2e
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£3,993,847 
awarded by the Public Sector 

Decarbonisation Scheme to retrofit 
energy efficiency and renewable 

energy technologies across Council 
owned buildings.

£803K 
of funding awarded from Business, 

Energy and Industrial Strategy 
to support communities in hard 

to heat homes, get insulation and 
energy improvements to improve 

the energy efficiency.

5570
trees in total planted across  

South Somerset

Recycling improvements 
A consultation has been started 

with Somerset Waste Partnership 
on the recycling opportunities for 
all council buildings via a shared 

scheme across the county.  

Promotion of community energy 
projects such as Solar Streets 

SSDC has been promoting the Solar 
Streets community discount scheme 

for solar installation with IDDEA 
Renewable Energy Systems.

900 
trees were secured through urban 

tree challenge grants. Planted to 
reduce impacts of future flooding and 

develop more connected canopy cover 
in urban settings.

The SSDC annual tree planting 
scheme planted 670 trees across  

our parks, of which 570 were  
planted at Wyndham Hill in Yeovil.

1,000
oaks rescued from being  

mulched are now planted in  
South Somerset.

£98k 
of funding from the National Lottery 

Heritage fund to progress habitat 
and species management across 

Ham Hill.

57
Parish Environment Champions.  
Two virtual Parish Environment 
events in 2020 with four more 

planned for 2021.

£29,434 
has been awarded to help towards 

the realisation of 7 local community 
environment projects.

Development of a wider Green 
Directory for local eco-friendly 

businesses to provide a one  
stop shop for residents to find  

eco-friendly businesses.

Great Parish Tree Giveaway
We supplied 3000 appropriate  
trees to local communities to  

plant in their parishes.


