
I am happy to announce that our 2021 Minister for

Congregational Care Search Committee, under the

leadership of Louise Brown, has unanimously and

enthusiastically recommended Rev. Angela Wells-Bean of

Burlington, Massachusetts to be our next Minister for

Congregational Care, succeeding Rev. Dr. Deb Kaiser-

Cross as she retires from ministry. Enclosed you will find

important information about Angela and her ministry. 

At our meeting on March 23, 2021, the Church Council

was unanimous in their endorsement of Rev. Wells-Bean.

Under our By-Laws, the final step in calling her to minister

to us is to place her name before the members of our

congregation for a vote. This will take place on Sunday,

April 25, when Rev. Wells-Bean will preach at both our 9

and 11 a.m. services. 

After the 11 a.m. service, a brief congregational meeting

will be held where all members present, in person or

virtually, will vote to extend the call. The physical ballots

from those attending in person will be collected, and

those attending virtually will be polled electronically.

Under our By-Laws, a 75% affirmative vote will be

required to call Rev. Wells-Bean. 
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shrglobal.2@gmail.com
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FRIDAY, APRIL 23
4-5:30 P.M
VIRTUAL RECEPTION
VIA ZOOM

SATURDAY, APRIL 24
10-11:30 A.M.
RECEPTION IN THE
GATHERING PLACE

SUNDAY, APRIL 25
SPECIAL MEETING OF
THE CONGREGATION
VOTE TO CALL

IMPORTANT DATES

In addition to the Search Committee, Vice

Moderator Ronnie Bellone and I, as well as the

Clergy Team, have met with Rev. Wells-Bean

and find her to be insightful and are excited

about the depth and diversity that she brings

to our church. I, too, am enthusiastic in my

endorsement of her candidacy.

I would like to give special recognition and

gratitude to the members of the Search

Committee who worked so swiftly and

successfully to find the ideal candidate for our

church. The following people were members of

that committee: Louise Brown (Chairperson),

Molly Baker, Jane Barry, Fred Gridley, Gary

Personette, and Linda Russell. Please feel free

to contact me if you have any questions.
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The Search Committee is pleased to introduce Rev.

Angela Victoria Wells-Bean, the candidate we

unanimously recommend for the position of Minister

for Congregational Care. After reviewing profiles from

numerous candidates, it was clear to the Committee

that Angela was strong in all of the qualities that we

were seeking. She is an excellent communicator, she

has a strong sense of calling, she has a compassionate

heart, she has a great sense of humor, and she has

confidence that the church today is uniquely positioned

to transform and change lives. She believes that the

church “can be a place where people come and are

treated like they’re beloved until they believe it in their

core and that when they have internalized God’s

unconditional, irrational love for us, they will be able

to share that love with the world and help to bring

about God’s realm on Earth as it is in Heaven.”

Angela has served her current medium-sized church as

solo pastor for the past nine years and under her

guidance, her church has flourished. She has

implemented a WISE (Welcoming, Inclusive,

Supportive, Engaged) Mental Health Ministry, has

taught numerous book studies (The Book of Joy being

one) and Bible studies, and has worked within her

community to find appropriate places to focus the

church’s mission activity. Angela’s gifts have been

recognized within the UCC, where she was chosen to

be part of the Next Generation Leadership program.

This is a program created to nurture young clergy who

exhibit exceptional leadership potential.

From the Search
Committee
Louise Brown, Chairperson

Angela feels strongly about the importance of

worship. To quote her, “I believe that the

worship experience is foundational for any

local church.” This is where people come to

have their spiritual hunger fed, she believes,

and it needs to be “engaging, biblically

rooted, and relevant to our daily lives.”

We encourage you to review Angela’s

enclosed biography, listen to the sermon she

will preach at NUCC on Sunday, April 25,

and participate in the life of your church by

voting for her call to ministry during the

Special Congregational Meeting following

worship that day.

MINISTER FOR CONGREGATIONAL CARE
SEARCH COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Louise Brown, Chairperson  |  (617) 640-3003     

Molly Baker | (239) 370-5256

Jane Barry | (617) 775-5494

Fred Gridley | (239) 272-6828

Gary Personette | (847)-924-4279

Linda Russell | (203) 536-6110

Notice of Called Congregational Meeting
On April 25, at 12:15 p.m. (following the 11 a.m. worship service), Naples UCC will hold a special

church meeting to vote on the candidacy of Rev. Angela Wells-Bean as the next Minister for

Congregational Care. Members are encouraged to attend worship and the meeting either in person or

virtually via stream.  Voting will also be a hybrid model, with the vote occurring in person and

electronically via SurveyMonkey. This call is not eligible for proxy voting. If you plan on attending

virtually and are not receiving church emails, please Wendy Gayarre, the Executive Assistant to the

Clergy, at wendy@naplesucc.org, immediately to resolve this in advance of the meeting.



interfaith and justice groups and is an elected Commissioner on the Burlington Housing Authority.

Angela describes herself “as a conduit of connection, connecting with people along their faith

journeys, connecting with our community through outreach work… connecting with God through

meaningful worship, [and] connecting people with one another.” Angela has a passion for inclusivity,

pastoral care, empowering lay leadership, intergenerational relationships, and justice work through

the church, as well as challenging stereotypes about Christianity and clergy. 

 

Angela and her husband, Andy Wells-Bean, have two children, their two-year-old son, Soren, and

their newborn son, Emerson. Before having children, when Angela had time for hobbies, she enjoyed

hiking, cooking, spending time at the beach, and running with their dog, Stella. Andy has a

background in climate policy and is excited to continue his work combating climate change in Florida.

Her mother, Rev. Kim Wells, is the pastor of Lakewood UCC in St. Petersburg, Florida. Angela feels

called to ministry with seniors and she's looking forward to continuing this work back in her home

state, where she'll be able to raise her boys closer to their grandparents. She is humbled by the

opportunity to join our clergy team and is excited to begin this next chapter with us at Naples UCC. 

Rev. Angela V. Wells-BeanRev. Angela V. Wells-Bean  
Rev. Angela V. Wells-Bean was raised in St. Petersburg, Florida, and

has been part of the United Church of Christ denomination from birth.

She is a graduate of New College of Florida in Sarasota and Union

Theological Seminary in New York City. After serving as a sabbatical

supply pastor for two congregations in 2011 and 2012, in Venice and

Sarasota, she began her ministry at the United Church of Christ,

Congregational, in Burlington, Massachusetts. She has served as their

Pastor from 2012 until this year. Angela is passionately committed to

serving her local community, having served with Burlington-area

Would you like to meet Rev. Wells-Bean?
You'll have three opportunities to get to know our candidate a bit better ahead of the vote. Hear
from Rev. Wells-Bean directly and ask a question or two!

Virtual

Reception

via Zoom

In-Person

Reception in the

Gathering Place

Hear 

Rev. Wells-Bean 

Preach During

Worship 

Friday, April 23

4-5:30 p.m.

Saturday, April 24

10 - 11:30 p.m.

Sunday, April 25

9 & 11 a.m.

If you are not currently in

Naples or comfortable

gathering in person just

yet. 

Socially-distanced, come-and-

go reception, with remarks

from Rev. Wells-Bean at

10:45 a.m. Don't forget your

nametag!

Rev. Wells-Bean will offer the

sermon during both services.

The Congregational Meeting

will be convened at 12:15 p.m.



From the Senior Minister

I am so excited for you to soon meet the Reverend

Angela Wells-Bean. Angela has an impeccable

reputation across our denomination and is highly

regarded as a caring pastor and thoughtful

leader. Pending her election, we will become only

the second congregation to be served by two

pastors who are a part of the Next Generation

Leadership Initiative (NGLI) program. NGLI is a

pioneering program of The Pension Boards of the

United Church of Christ. NGLI equips, energizes,

and empowers younger UCC local church pastors

to build vibrant congregations that change lives

and further God’s mission in the world. It seeks to

honor and challenge younger clergy who have

accepted the high calling to parish ministry, who

demonstrate significant potential, who view parish

ministry as a career path, and who are willing to

make a long-term commitment to service in

congregational settings of the UCC.

We are deeply indebted to the Search Committee

who has done such faithful and thorough work.

With Louise Brown at the helm, I knew that all

would be well. I am also grateful to our

Moderator and Vice Moderator who took time to

meet with Angela. And thank you to our Regional

Minister, Rev. Leslie Etheredge who continues to

work tirelessly on our behalf. This is part of what

our Our Church’s Wider Mission (OCWM) dollars

help support -- the Search and Call infrastructure

and the professionals, like Leslie, who journey

with us.

I hope that you will be present on Sunday,

April 25, either in person or virtually to meet

Angela and Andy. Angela will become the first

pastor on our Clergy Team (and in the history of

our church) with young children and brings

diversity and energy that will continue to move us

to the next level as a congregation! This is an

exciting time to be a part of Naples United

Church of Christ and it is a privilege to serve you.

Rev. Dr. Dawson B. Taylor

5200 Crayton Road

Naples, FL 34103

(239) 261-5469

info@naplesucc.org  |  www.naplesucc.org

Mission-Driven. Intergenerational. Growing.

An Open and Affirming Congregation


