
Naples United Church of Christ

An Open and Affirming Congregation
A WISE for Mental Health Congregation

Mission: To love God and all our neighbors as God loves us. 

April 19, 2026 | 9 & 11 AM



Words of Welcome 	 Rev. Dr. Mark Williams, Senior Minister

Campus & Facilities Update		  Jack Baker, Trustee

Prelude	    Of Fearless Spirit	 Jason W. Krug
Members of the Handbell Choir•Lisa Sienkiewicz, Director

Call to Worship		  Rev. Dr Mark Williams, Senior Minister

*Opening Hymn #312	 Christ Is Alive!	 TRURO

Children’s Message (9 am) 	 Jeanne Snedeker, Director of Youth & Children’s Education

Passing of the Peace		

Ministry of Music	     Let the Life I’ve Lived Speak for Me	         Gwyneth Walker
Cantabile•Dr. Bryan Ijames, Director

Pastoral Prayer & The Lord’s Prayer	
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the 
power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Musical Response

Scripture	 Luke 24: 13-35	
Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking 
with each other about all these things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near 
and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each 
other while you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are 
you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” He asked them, 
“What things?” They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God 
and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But 
we had hoped that he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took 
place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not 
find his body there they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some 
of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see him.” Then he said 
to them, “Oh, how foolish you are and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary 
that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, 
he interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. As they came near the village to which they were going, 
he walked ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and 
the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and 
broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him, and he vanished from their sight. They 
said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the 
scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem, and they found the eleven and their companions 
gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had 
happened on the road and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread.

In preparation for worship, please silence your electronic devices.

The Worship of God

2 *Please rise in body or spirit



Sermon	 On the Road	 Rev. Dr. Mark Williams

Offertory	 By Your Love 	           Shawn Kirchner
Sanctuary Choir•Angelina Sozio and Michael Miller, Soloists•Tim Torres, Guitar•Sean Stolicker, Drums

*Doxology and Prayer of Dedication	 	 OLD 100TH 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God all creatures here below,
Praise God above, ye heavenly host

Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen

*Closing Hymn #480	 Open My Eyes, That I May See	 OPEN MY EYES

*Benediction

+Postlude	    The Last Words of David	 Randall Thompson
	 Cantabile•Dr. Bryan Ijames, Director

3+ Kindly remain seated

Throughout 2026, the ministry of our pianist in worship has been graciously
 underwritten by Ronnie Bellone and Jennifer Rainey.

Participating In Today’s Service:
Rev. Dr. Mark Williams, Senior Minister
Rev. Jim Moseley, Interim Minister for Congregational Care
Jeanne Snedeker, Director of Youth & Children’s Education
Dr. Becky Weese-Rumpf, Director of Music
Dr. Alexandra Carlson, Pianist
Sanctuary Choir
Members of the Handbell Choir; Lisa Sienkiewicz, Director

Cantabile (FGCU Men’s Choir); Dr. Bryan Ijames, director
Tim Torres, guitar
Sean Stollicker, percussion
Taylor Matthews, Production Specialist - Producer
Landon Townsend, Production Specialist - Video
Colton Townsend, Production Specialist - Audio
Hunter Reum, Production Specialist - ProPresenter

9 AM
Stephen Minister: Janet Nacu
welcomers: Judy Varty and Nancy Harper
Ushers: Sandy Terry (head usher), Bill Durell, Becky Ear-
ney, Karen Gregg, Allison McCarthy, Bill Rumpf and 
Hank Temple

11 AM
Stephen Minister: Karyn Murphy
welcomers: Karyn and Geoff Murphy
Ushers: Mary Fisher (head usher), Bob Brown, Louise 
Brown, Becky Lambert, Sally Pendleton, Terry Pendleton, Bill 
Rumpf, Susanne Tezanos.

Nursery Care: Elena Fernandez
Serving at Arbor Trace: Bobbie Ray
Serving at bentley village: Kathleen Devitt

This Sunday’s chancel flowers are given to the Glory of God by Bill Robinson in memory of Sharon Robinson, 
who passed into the loving arms of God April 8, 2021.

Gathering Place Staff: Samantha Santarosa, Membership Coordinator | Ray Gangl, Facilities Manager |
John Greer, Fellowship Support

If you would like a word of prayer or quiet conversation, stop by the parlor for a visit with today’s Stephen Minister. 
The parlor is to the right as you are leaving the sanctuary.



4

We are called to be an Intergenerational Church

Children and Youth Ministry
Sundays —We are so happy to have families with young children in our midst! Regular Sunday morning 
activities for children 4 years and older take place during the 9:00 a.m. worship service. Children are 
encouraged to come forward for the Children’s Message, then go to Sunday School with Ms. Jeanne. 
Coloring activities and worship resources are available on the family table in the Narthex. Please reach out to 
the church office if you have any questions or would like more information about upcoming events.

Nursery Care — Nursery care for infants through 4 years old is available each Sunday morning beginning at 
8:30 a.m. in Nelson Hall, room 203 (the building across the Gathering Place). Please sign in with our nursery staff. 
Our former space located next to the sanctuary is still available to you as a Wiggle Room. Feel free to utilize that 
space if you wish to stay with your child.

Upcoming Events — All children and youth are invited to an Earth Day celebration on Sunday April 26 
during the 9 a.m. Sunday school hour.  “Every Living Thing” is a hands-on exploration of our wonderful world, and 
how we can be good stewards of this marvelous gift.  Parents are invited to join their children immediately following 
the worship service for a Family Café.  Come enjoy refreshments and fellowship upstairs in Nelson Hall at 10 a.m.!  If 
you’d like more information about our family events, please contact Jeanne Snedeker, Director of Youth & Children’s 
Education at jeanne@naplesucc.org.

Youth Sunday School — Our regular youth gatherings take place each Sunday at 10:15 in Nelson Hall 
room 200.  Students 6-12 grade are invited to join us for fellowship and meaningful discussion about following Jesus 
and what that means today. All are welcome!

Prayer List 

To add or remove a name, please email samantha@naplesucc.org.
Names stay on the list for four weeks. To keep your loved one’s name on the list longer, please reach out with an email.

Angelo Anello
Merrikay Bailey 
Lilibet Bana
Cathleen Boeck
Thom Carley
Nikos Carli
Karin Ciesla 
Patricia Cloutier 
Thomas Coates
Parce Dewey
Precilla Dewey
Jack Downs
Eugene Fowler
Laurie Fowler
Sally Giglio
Andrew Gillis
Jim Gilmore 
 Doty Gridley

Fred  Gridley
Walter Grieb
Kate Hutchinson
Jamie Jacquart
David Johnson
William Jones
Bobbie Juster
Kris Kirschner
Chloe Konsker
Marla Koshgarian 
Sue Lindbloom 
Patricia Manzano
Nancy Maxwell
Trey McGregor
Bob McLennan
Gordon Mounts
Betty Mounts
Diane Myers

Jack Neller
Gerry Nonken
Gary Pint
Margaret Pint
Ryan Pehrson
Shannon Peterson 
Kathy Reno
Gabrielle Emily Ridout
Darrel Siebert
Greg Smith 
Joanie Toren
Anwyn Watts 
Ben Wigginton
Ken Yamashita
Atila Zolcsak
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Prospective Members
Upcoming Events
Joining Sunday Opportunity
Let’s make it official! Join us April 26
We will have both private and public joining on 
Sunday, April 26. Private joining will occur at 
10:30 a.m. and public joining will occur during 
the 11:00 a.m. service. Those wishing to retain their 
membership in a northern church are invited to join 
as Associate Members. For additional information 
see Samantha in the Gathering Place or contact her 
at samantha@naplesucc.org.

Informational Meet & Greet
Sunday May 3, 10:15 AM | N-104
A time for visitors to learn, ask questions and 
meet our ministers.  The Meet & Greet takes place 
following the 9:00 a.m. service in Nelson Hall, 
room 104.  Please sign up with Samantha in the 
Gathering Place or contact her at 
samantha@naplesucc.org. 

Upcoming Ministry Events
Visit www.NaplesUCC.org to view our full calendar.

Sunday April 26, 2026
Dr. Rev. Mark Williams

“God in Creation”
 Romans 1:20

“Sacred Place” by Alex Berko
Zach DePue, Violin; Egor Antonenko, Cello

Sanctuary Choir and Soloists

TODAY

Youth Sunday School 
10:15 AM•April 19     N-200

Men’s New Chapters
10:30 AM•April 22       N-101

MONDAY

WEDNESDAY

7:00 PM•April 22     Sanctuary/Beverly Hall
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

Next Sunday

Mahjong
1:00 PM•April 20         N-104

Bargain Box Donation Drop-Off
9:00 AM•April 19         Portico

Philharmonic Youth Jazz Orchestra Concert
3:00 PM•April 19       Sanctuary

Stewardship Results!
As promised, the Stewardship Committee wanted to 
share the results of our Annual Stewardship Campaign. 
Below are the results. Thank you to all those that have 
pledged and already given for 2026!

Interfaith Pride Service
4:00 PM•April 19       Temple Shalom

Social Soiree - Margaritaville
4:00 PM•April 20         Compass Hotel

Walk & Wonder
8:30 AM•April 22         Gordon River Greenway

Introduction to Sacred Place
11:00 AM•April 20         Beverly Halll

SATURDAY

Every Living Thing - Earth Day
9:00 AM•April 19         N-207

9:00 AM•April 25     Sanctuary
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal
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Interfaith Pride Service - Temple Shalom of Naples
TODAY, 4:00 PM | TEMPLE SHALOM OF NAPLES

Please join this community-wide gathering for a worship service in celebration 
and support for the LGBTQ+ community. IASWFL has committed to continuing 
this annual tradition, first begun by PFLAG (Parents, Families, & Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays) in 2008. Interfaith Alliance of Southwest Florida will be 
hosting this year’s Interfaith Pride Service at Temple Shalom (4630 Pine Ridge 
Road, Naples, FL 34119). 

Please see their website for further details at https://swflinterfaith.org/
programs%2Fevents.

Sanctuary Concert Series -
The Naples Philharmonic Youth Jazz Orchestra

TODAY, 3:00 PM | SANCTUARY
The Naples Philharmonic Youth Jazz Orchestra (NPYJO) celebrates 
its 11th year in 2025-26. Nearly 25 students from Lee and Collier 
counties participate in the NPYJO each season, where they learn 
jazz techniques and styles in a big band setting. Directed by Brandon 
Robertson, please join us at 3:00 p.m. in the Naples UCC Sanctuary 
for the last in our concert series of the year. Find more information 
about their program at this link - https://artisnaples.org/education/
student/youth-jazz-orchestra.

Bargain Box Focus Drive
Thank you to those that participated in our monthly focused drive 
today. Please bring your donations to the drop-off table in the 
Portico. We are alwasy grateful for your generous donations and 
we could use your help!

Join the team! - VOLUNTEER
We’re looking for in‑store volunteers, especially cashiers, on Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays to:

•	 Assist customers and support cashier operations
•	 Lift, organize, and sort donations
•	 Help prepare and stage items for sale

Your support—whether time or items—keeps the store running and ensures resources reach those who need 
them. If you have a few hours and a willing heart, we’d love to have you on our team. Please sign up with 
Samantha in the Gathering Place or call the Church Office at (239) 261-5469.
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Parking Lot Improvements Underway!
Our parking lot improvements and repairs continue this week. Please note that if 
you plan to visit the campus on Friday, April 24 or 25, use the Seagate entrance to 
the parking lot. There will be plenty of parking spaces available for those attending 
programs on campus during this time. However, there will be some temporary new 
traffic flows to allow for the work to be done. Please be extra mindful and cautious 
as you navigate the parking lot. Thank you for your patience and cooperation as we 
work to improve our campus for everyone.

An Introduction to “Sacred Place”

Join Pastor Mark and Dr. Becky for a thoughtful discussion about “Sacred Place”. Together they will 
explore the selected texts, examining the meaning and significance. The conversation will also delve 
into how music enhances and enriches the experience of the text. All are welcome to participate. 
Lunch will be provided. Please RSVP attendance by calling the church office at (239) 261-5469.

APRIL 20, 11 AM | BEVERLY HALL

Mahjong
APRIL 20, 1 PM | N-104

Challenge your mind, one tile at a time. Mahjong is the perfect blend 
of fun and focus.  Join us for Mahjong on Mondays from 1 to 3 p.m. in 
Nelson Hall. Free, and all are always welcome!

Sacred Place: Alex Berko

The Sanctuary Choir will present “Sacred Place” by Alex Berko at both the 9 a.m. 
and 11 a.m. worship services. “Sacred Place” is a powerful 22-minute work that 
reflects on our  connection to the earth. It offers a profound musical experience 
that bridges the sacred and secular, the ancient and contemporary, and the 
personal and communal.  Featuring soloists: Pamela Jimenez, soprano; Madison 
Fullarton, alto; Dr. Bryan Ijames, tenor; Dr. Trent Brown, bass; and instrumentalists: 
Zach DePue, violin; Egor Antonenko, cello; Dr. Alexandra Carlson, piano.

APRIL 26, 9 & 11 AM | SANCTUARY
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Prayer Shawl Ministry
APRIL 21, 1:00 PM | PARLOR

Please join us as we prayerfully knit and crochet beautiful prayer shawls and 
lap blankets for those who need a warm hug from God. Lessons & supplies are 
available or bring your own project to work on. Everyone is welcome to participate 
in this caring ministry. Contact Janet Goodhart at (610) 420-7196 for questions. 

APRIL 22, 8:30 AM | GORDON RIVER GREENWAY
Join members and friends for fellowship, prayer, and walking in nature. The 
Walk and Wonder group eagerly welcomes family members, friends and 
especially newcomers to the NUCC community. On Wednesday, April 
22 enjoy a walk along the boardwalks, paved trails and mangrove forest 
of the Gordon River Greenway. Use the Golden Gate Parkway entrance 
off Goodlette-Frank Road. Meet the group at the picnic tables at 8:30 
a.m. Anticipate our return to the parking lot by 10:00 a.m. Contact Sherry 
Myer at sherrymyer@gmail.com if you have questions, plan to attend for 
the first time or would like to carpool from the church.

Walk & Wonder

APRIL 22, 10:30 AM | N-101

Men’s New Chapters meets regularly on Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. throughout 
the program season. The group is reviewing a book titled The Power 
Worshippers, Inside the Dangerous Rise of Religious Nationalism by 
Katherine Stewart. All men are welcome! Contact Rich Kirschner for details or 
the zoom link if you are unable to attend in person at rdkirschner@gmail.com.

Men’s New Chapters

Social Soirée
APRIL 20, 4:00 PM | COMPASS HOTEL MARGARITAVILLE

Join Naples UCC friends and family at this month’s Social Soirée 
to Compass Hotel Margaritaville,  located at 4805 Tamiami Trail 
North, Naples, FL at 4:00 p.m. This gathering is a great place 
to have fun & fellowship after a busy day! Please sign up in the 
Gathering Place today, or call the church office at (239) 261-5469 
with any questions. Hope to see you there!

All RSVPs will need to be made by today!
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30 Good Minutes: Will Ministers Be Replaced by Robots?
APRIL 26, 10:15 AM | MCSPADDEN HALL

“Will Ministers Be Replaced by Robots?” Pastor Mark will facilitate a discussion with Dr. 
Hugh Clark about “bot” ministers - robots that have been designed to preach and care 
through the power of AI. He will also discuss how robots are now providing therapy and 
social services and what we can envision in the next 10-20 years in this new field of 
social work/services. Join us between services for this fascinating discussion!

Anthem DedicationChancel Flower Dedication
We have available dates for our Chancel 
Flower Dedications! A wonderful opportunity 
to celebrate, honor, or remember a loved one. 
We will feature your message in the Sunday 
Bulletin and on our livestream. For up-to-date 
availability, or if you have any questions, 
please contact Sara Both, at sara@naplesucc.
org, or call (239)261- 5469. We hope you will 
participate in this thoughtful tradition!

Did you know that you can donate an anthem 
in memory or in honor of a loved one? Every 
time the anthem is sung, the dedication will 
appear with the anthem in the bulletin. To 
learn more about donating an anthem today, 
please contact our Director of Music, Dr. Becky 
Weese-Rumpf by email at becky@naplesucc.
org. It is the gift that keeps on giving!

We look forward to honoring this year’s graduates on Sunday May 17 during the worship 
service.  If you have a graduate who will be present with you that day and would like to have 
them recognized, please submit their name to the church office by May 1.

Graduation Recognition
MAY 17, 10 AM |SANCTUARY

Seasonal in Naples?

At  Naples UCC,  we offer an Associate Membership for our seasonal visitors who wish to also retain their 
membership in a Northern church.  Our Associate Membership offers all the same rights and privileges as our 
full membership. We have Joining Sundays each month during season. You may join either publicly or privately. 
For more information, see Samantha Santarosa in the Gathering Place or email her at samantha@naplesucc.org.

Become an Associate Member
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Youth Haven Game Night
APRIL 27, 7:00 PM | YOUTH HAVEN

Join NUCC volunteers in creating a memorable evening while interacting with 
Youth Haven kids on April 27 from 7 to 8 p.m. Please arrive at 6:30 p.m. if you 
plan to attend. Volunteers will run children’s games with Youth Haven kids. Sign 
up in the Gathering Place on Sunday or contact Michele Carney, at mcarney@
shcmg.com. (Youth Haven, 5867 Whitaker Rd, Naples, FL)

Habitat for Humanity Build Day

Join fellow NUCC members for a purposeful and fun day. No 
experience is needed and all abilities welcome! Come from 8 a.m. to 
12 p.m. First time volunteers, please register at https://vhub.at/nucc/ 
or sign up in the Gathering Place on Sundays. For more information 
contact Judy Varty at judyvarty@gmail.com. (Las Palmas, Broken Back 
Road, Naples)

MAY 2, 8:00 AM | HABITAT

NUCC Book Club
APRIL 27, 2:00 PM | N-104

This month’s book will be The Correspondent by Virginia Evans. The discussion 
will be led by Heather English. Anyone is welcome, even if you have not read 
the book! 

Join Zoom Meeting:
Meeting ID: 838 2027 0433
Passcode: book

PHONE:
253 205 0468 
Passcode: 872229
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World Labyrinth Day
MAY 2, 1:00 PM | LABYRITNTH

Every year on the first Saturday in May thousands of people around the globe 
participate in World Labyrinth Day as a moving meditation for world peace 
and celebration of the labyrinth experience. Many “Walk as One at 1” local 
time to create a rolling wave of peaceful energy passing from one time zone to 
the next. There will not be a guided walk but everyone is welcome to walk the 
Naples UCC labyrinth on their own in the name of peace. There is no right or 
wrong way to walk this singular path but flyers are available in the sign box in 
front of the Naples UCC labyrinth for guidance if desired. 

Chamber Choir Concert
MAY 2, 2:00 PM | BEVERLY HALL

Lux Solis is a small, professional ensemble led by section leaders from Naples 
United Church of Christ. Inspired by our sun-filled community, our name—
meaning “light of the sun”—reflects our mission to bring warmth and light through 
music. Formed to explore both sacred and secular repertoire, Lux Solis offers a 
fresh and meaningful way to share our passion for choral artistry.

Their first concert is Saturday, May 2, at 2:00 p.m., in Beverly Hall. There is no 
admission charge. 

WISE for Mental Health

Please join us for our monthly WISE meeting (Welcoming, Inclusive, Supportive, 
and Engaged) on Tuesday, May 5, at 10:00 a.m. in Nelson Hall. We welcome 
anyone who would like to share the mental health experiences of their family or 
community—and those who simply wish to listen as others share their stories. Our 
group supports one another through sharing, prayer and learning as we seek to 
become more informed about the mental health crisis in today’s world through 
book studies and professional speakers. We are lifted up by our time together and 
invite you to join us.

The WISE Task Force will meet at 10 a.m. in Nelson Hall, room 104 and via Zoom. 

Meeting ID: 843 4648 4094

Passcode: WISE

MAY 5, 10:00 AM | N-104



5200 Crayton Road, Naples, Florida 34103 | Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM, Mon - Fri | (239) 261-5469 | info@naplesucc.org 

Naples United Church of Christ strives to show that actions speak louder than words. 
Our Core Values are: Open and Affirming, Mission-Driven, Powerful Worship, 
Continuing Generosity, Caring Ministry, and Hospitable Fellowship. 

We are an Open and Affirming Congregation, embracing diversity and 
affirming the dignity and worth of every person, including persons of every race, 
ethnic background, age, gender identity and expression, sexual orientation, physical 
or mental ability, socio-economic background, marital status, and faith background. 
Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. We are proud to be one of 
more than 4,500+ congregations in the United Church of Christ community.

We are glad you are here! You can dress comfortably and in a manner that makes you feel at ease. Whether it’s casual attire or 
dressed-up, we’re happy to welcome you just as you are. Please know that we livestream our Sunday morning worship services 
and subsequently post video recordings on our website and on the internet, including social media, for later viewing. By attending 
a service, you acknowledge and consent to appearing in these broadcastings, recordings and postings. We are blessed to have 
exceptional music during our worship services here at Naples UCC; however, we kindly ask that you hold your applause until the 
end of the Postlude at the conclusion of the service.

Staff
Minister

Rev. Dr. Mark Williams, Senior Minister 
	 markw@naplesucc.org 

Rev. Jim Moseley, Interim Minister 
	 for Congregational Care and Missions 
	 jmoseley@naplesucc.org

Pastor Relations Team: 
	 MWpastorsupport@naplesucc.org

Administrative

Jim Asmus, Lead Custodian

Sara Both, Receptionist 
	 sara@naplesucc.org

Tony Falco, Director of Technology 
	 tony@naplesucc.org

Elena Fernandez, Nursery Caregiver

Raymond Gangl, Facilities Manager 
	 raymond@naplesucc.org

John Greer, Assistant Custodian

Kiersten Heilbron, Marketing Specialist

Maura Kjar, Director of Financial 			
	 Operations
	 maura@naplesucc.org

Susan Melick, Events Coordinator

Janine Rahaim, Director of Community
	 Life & Programs 
	 janine@naplesucc.org

Samantha Santarosa, 
	 Membership Coordinator 
	 & Pastoral Assistant
	 samantha@naplesucc.org

Jeanne Snedeker, Director of  
	 Youth & Children’s Education 
	 jeanne@naplesucc.org

Brad Van Houten, Executive Director 
	 brad@naplesucc.org

Music
Dr. Becky Weese-Rumpf,  
	 Director of Music 
	 becky@naplesucc.org

Dr. Alexandra Carlson, Pianist 
	 alexandrac@naplesucc.org

The Bargain Box Thrift Store
Jorge (George) De La Roche, 
	 Store Manager 
	 george@bargainboxnaples.com

Tori Hyman, Floor Lead


