
Naples United Church of Christ

An Open and Affirming Congregation
A WISE for Mental Health Congregation

Mission: To love God and all our neighbors as God loves us. 

April 26, 2026 | 9 & 11 AM



Words of Welcome 	 Rev. Dr. Mark Williams, Senior Minister

Prelude	    Mornings of Creation (Movement I: First Notes)	 Gwyneth Walker
Zach DePue, violin•Egor Antonenko, cello•Dr. Alexandra Carlson, piano

Call to Worship		  Rev. Dr. Mark Williams, Senior Minister

*Opening Hymn #28	 For Beauty of Meadows	 ST. DENIO

Children’s Message (9 am) 	 Jeanne Snedeker, Director of Youth & Children’s Education

Reception of New Members (11 AM)	 Rev. Dr. Mark Williams, Senior Minister•Kathleen Devitt, Deacon 
Congregational Response: We, the members of Naples United Church of Christ, welcome you with 
joy into our communion and fellowship. We pledge to you our support, our help and our prayers, 
that you may evermore increase in the knowledge and love of God. We promise, with God’s help, to 
walk with you in Christian love, to aid you as we can, and to bind ourselves together in the common 
task of builidng here upon this earth the realm of God.

Passing of the Peace		

Offertory	     Mornings of Creation (Movement IV: Elegy/abbreviated)	         Gwyneth Walker
Zach DePue, violin•Egor Antonenko, cello•Dr. Alexandra Carlson, piano

Scripture	 Romans 1:20	
Ever since the creation of the world God’s eternal power and divine nature, invisible though they are, have been seen and 
understood through the things God has made. So they are without excuse.

Sermon	 God In Creation	 Rev. Dr. Mark Williams, Senior Minister

Ministry of Music	 Sacred Place	
Pamela Jimenez, Madison Fullarton, Dr. Bryan Ijames, and Dr. Trent Brown, Soloists

Zach DePue, Violin•Egor Antonenko, Cello•Dr. Alexandra Carlson, Piano•Sanctuary Choir 
Dr. Becky Weese-Rumpf, Conductor

	 I. Opening Prayer 	 Wendell Berry
In the dusk of the river, the wind,

gone, the leaves grow still–
The beautiful poise of lightness,

The heavy world pushing toward it.

	 II. Amidah	 John Muir to Teddy Roosevelt
“How softly these mountain rocks are adorned, and how fine and reassuring the company they keep - their brows in the 
sky, their feet set in groves and gay emerald meadows, a thousand flowers leaning confidingly against their adamantine 
bosses, while birds bees butterflies help the river and waterfalls to stir all the air into music - things frail and fleeting and 
types of permanence meeting here and blending as if into this glorious mountain temple Nature had gathered her choic-
est treasures, whether great or small to draw her lovers into close confiding communion with her.”

In preparation for worship, please silence your electronic devices.

The Worship of God

2 *Please rise in body or spirit



	
	 III. Shema	 William Stafford

The earth says have a place, be what that place
requires; hear the sound the birds imply
and see as deep as ridges go behind

each other.

The earth says every summer have a ranch
that’s minimum: one tree, one well, a landscape

that proclaims a universe - sermon
of the hills, hallelujah mountain,

highway guided by the way the world is tilted,
reduplication of mirage, flat evening:

a kind of ritual for the wavering.

The earth says where you live wear the kind
of color that your life is

and by listening with the same bowed head that sings
draw all things into one song, join

the sparrow on the lawn, and row that easy
way, the rage without met by the wings

within that guide you anywhere the wind blows.

Listening, I think that’s what the earth says. 

	 IV. Mi Shebeirach	 Old Testament
May the source of strength

Who blessed the ones before us
Help us find the courage to make our lives a blessing

And let us say Amen

Bless those in need of healing with r’fuah sh’leimah
The renewal of body, the renewal of spirit

And let us say Amen
	
	 V. Kaddish	 Rabindranath Tagore
“Let my thoughts come to you, when I am gone, like the afterglow of sunset at the margin of starry silence.”

	 VI. Closing Prayer	
In the dusk of the river, the wind

gone, the leaves grow still—
The beautiful poise of lightness,

The heavy world pushing toward it.
*Benediction

+Postlude	    Mornings of Creation (Movement V: Canaan Land)	 Gwyneth Walker
Zach DePue, violin•Egor Antonenko, cello•Dr. Alexandra Carlson, piano

3+ Kindly remain seated

Sacred Place is dedicated to the memory of Lisa Rhodes, who devoted her life to her family 
and the operatic life she shared with her son, Clayton Morrell. 
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Throughout 2026, the ministry of our pianist in worship has been graciously
 underwritten by Ronnie Bellone and Jennifer Rainey.

Participating In Today’s Service:
Rev. Dr. Mark Williams, Senior Minister
Jeanne Snedeker, Director of Youth & Children’s Education
Dr. Becky Weese-Rumpf, Director of Music
Dr. Alexandra Carlson, Pianist
Sanctuary Choir
Zach DePue, Violin
Egor Antonenko, Cello

Pamela Jimenez, Soloist 
Madison Fullarton, Soloist
Dr. Bryan Ijames, Soloist
Dr. Trent Brown, Soloist
Hunter Reum, Production Specialist - Producer
Landon Townsend, Production Specialist - Video
Colton Townsend, Production Specialist - Audio

9 AM
Stephen Minister: Heather English
welcomers: Donna and Mike Conrad
Ushers: Kathleen Devitt (head usher), Christine Buol, 
Becky Earney, Merrilee Hornbuckle, Tom Hornbuckle, 
Bill Rumpf, Katy Serr and Barb Wolf.

11 AM
Stephen Minister: Carole Russell
welcomers: June and John Ballew
Ushers: Mary Fisher (head usher), Kathleen Devitt, 
Bill Durell, Jane Lane, Sally Pendleton, Terry Pendleton 
and Hank Temple.

Nursery Care: Elena Fernandez
Serving at Arbor Trace: Bobbie Ray
Serving at bentley village: Marcia Davis

This Sunday’s chancel flowers are given to the Glory of God by Sandy and Kathy Griffin, in loving memory of 
their parents Bob and Kitty Millar and Ralph and Mary Cot Griffin.

Gathering Place Staff: Samantha Santarosa, Membership Coordinator | Ray Gangl, Facilities Manager |
John Greer, Assistant Custodial

If you would like a word of prayer or quiet conversation, stop by the parlor for a visit with today’s Stephen Minister. 
The parlor is to the right as you are leaving the sanctuary.

30 Good Minutes: Will Ministers Be Replaced by Robots?
TODAY, 10:15 AM | MCSPADDEN HALL

“Will Ministers Be Replaced by Robots?” Pastor Mark will facilitate a discussion with Dr. 
Hugh Clark about “bot” ministers - robots that have been designed to preach and care 
through the power of AI. He will also discuss how robots are now providing therapy and 
social services and what we can envision in the next 10-20 years in this new field of 
social work/services. Join us between services for this fascinating discussion!
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Prospective Members
Upcoming Events
Informational Meet & Greet
Sunday May 3, 10:15 AM | N-103

A time for visitors to learn, ask questions and 
meet our ministers.  The Meet & Greet takes 
place following the 9:00 a.m. service in Nelson 
Hall, room 103.  Please sign up with Samantha 
Santarosa in the Gathering Place or contact her at 
samantha@naplesucc.org. 

Joining Sunday Opportunity
Let’s make it official! 

Join us Sunday, May 10 - Mother’s Day
We will have both private and public joining 
Sunday, May 10. Private joining will occur at 
8:30 a.m. and public joining will occur during the 
9:00 a.m. service. Those wishing to retain their 
membership in a northern church are invited to join 
as Associate Members. For additional information 
see Samantha Santarosa in the Gathering Place or 
contact her at samantha@naplesucc.org.

Upcoming Ministry Events
Visit www.NaplesUCC.org to view our full calendar.

TODAY

Family Cafe 
10:00 AM•April 26     N-200

Men’s New Chapters
10:30 AM•April 29        N-101

MONDAY

WEDNESDAY

7:00 PM•April 29     Sanctuary/Beverly Hall
Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

30 Good Minutes - “...Replaced By Robots?”
10:15 AM•April 26         McSpadden Hall

Youth Haven Game Night
7:00 PM•April 27         Youth Haven

Mahjong
1:00 PM•April 27         N-101

NUCC Book Club
2:00 PM•April 27         N-104

Sunday, May 3, 2026
Rev. Jim Moseley

“Do You Hear What I Hear?”
 Ezra 3: 8-13

Egor Antonenko, cello

Next Sunday

Nursery Care: Elena Fernandez
Serving at Arbor Trace: Bobbie Ray
Serving at bentley village: Marcia Davis

Gathering Place Staff: Samantha Santarosa, Membership Coordinator | Ray Gangl, Facilities Manager |
John Greer, Assistant Custodial

World Labyrinth Day - Walk as 1 at 1
1:00 PM•May 2       Labyrinth

SATURDAY

2:00 PM•May 2     Beverly Hall
Lux Solis Premier Performance

Habitat for Humanity Build Day
8:00 AM•May 2         Las Palmas

FRIDAY

2:00 PM•May 1     N-101
Caregiver’s Support Group

Have you misplaced something? We have several 
unclaimed items waiting to be reunited with their 
owners. If you are missing glasses, eyeglass cases, 
sweaters, jackets, or other personal belongings, 
please stop by the Church Office this week to claim 
them.

Any items remaining after next Sunday will be 
donated to The Bargain Box. For inquiries, please 
contact Sara Both at the church office.

LAST CALL 
FOR LOST & FOUND



To add or remove a name, please email samantha@naplesucc.org.
Names stay on the list for four weeks. To keep your loved one’s name on the list longer, please reach out with an email.
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We are called to be an Intergenerational Church

Children and Youth Ministry
Sundays —We are so happy to have families with young children in our midst! Regular Sunday morning 
activities for children 4 years and older take place during the 9:00 a.m. worship service. Children are 
encouraged to come forward for the Children’s Message, then go to Sunday School with Ms. Jeanne. 
Coloring activities and worship resources are available on the family table in the Narthex. Please reach out to 
the church office if you have any questions or would like more information about upcoming events.

Nursery Care — Nursery care for infants through 4 years old is available each Sunday morning beginning at 
8:30 a.m. in Nelson Hall, room 203 (the building across the Gathering Place). Please sign in with our nursery staff. 
Our former space located next to the sanctuary is still available to you as a Wiggle Room. Feel free to utilize that 
space if you wish to stay with your child.

Upcoming Events — All children and youth are invited to an Earth Day Celebration TODAY during the 9 
a.m. Sunday school hour.  “Every Living Thing” is a hands-on exploration of our wonderful world, and how we can 
be good stewards of this marvelous gift.  Parents are invited to join their children immediately following the 
worship service for a Family Café.  Come enjoy refreshments and fellowship upstairs in Nelson Hall at 10 a.m.!  If 
you’d like more information about our family events, please contact Jeanne Snedeker, Director of Youth & Children’s 
Education at jeanne@naplesucc.org.

Youth Sunday School — Our regular youth gatherings take place each Sunday at 10:15 a.m. in Nelson 
Hall room 200.  Students 6-12 grade are invited to join us for fellowship and meaningful discussion about following 
Jesus and what that means today. All are welcome!

Prayer List 
Angelo Anello
Merrikay Bailey 
Lilibet Bana
Cathleen Boeck
Nikos Carli
Karin Ciesla 
Patricia Cloutier 
Thomas Coates
Parce Dewey
Precilla Dewey
Jack Downs
Eugene Fowler
Laurie Fowler
Sally Giglio
Andrew Gillis
Jim Gilmore 
 Doty Gridley
Fred  Gridley

Walter Grieb
Kate Hutchinson
Jamie Jacquart
David Johnson
William Jones
Bobbie Juster
Kris Kirschner
Chloe Konsker
Marla Koshgarian 
Sue Lindbloom 
Patricia Manzano
Nancy Maxwell
Trey McGregor
Bob McLennan
Gordon Mounts
Betty Mounts
Diane Myers
Jack Neller

Gerry Nonken
Gary Pint
Margaret Pint
Ryan Pehrson
Shannon Peterson 
Kathy Reno
Gabrielle Emily Ridout
Darrel Siebert
Joanie Toren
Anwyn Watts 
Ben Wigginton
Ken Yamashita
Atila Zolcsak
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Mahjong
APRIL 27, 1 PM | N-101

Challenge your mind, one tile at a time. Mahjong is the perfect blend 
of fun and focus.  Join us for Mahjong on Mondays from 1 to 3 p.m. in 
Nelson Hall. Free, and all are always welcome!

Financial Results 
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Youth Haven Game Night
APRIL 27, 7:00 PM | YOUTH HAVEN

Join NUCC volunteers in creating a memorable evening while interacting with 
Youth Haven kids on April 27 from 7 to 8 p.m. Please arrive at 6:30 p.m. if you 
plan to attend. Volunteers will run children’s games with Youth Haven kids. Sign 
up in the Gathering Place on Sunday or contact Michele Carney, at mcarney@
shcmg.com. (Youth Haven, 5867 Whitaker Rd, Naples, FL)

NUCC Book Club
APRIL 27, 2:00 PM | N-104

This month’s book will be The Correspondent by Virginia Evans. The discussion 
will be led by Heather English with assistance from Mary Fisher. Anyone is 
welcome, even if you have not read the book! 

Join Zoom Meeting:
Meeting ID: 838 2027 0433
Passcode: book

APRIL 29, 10:30 AM | N-101

Men’s New Chapters meets regularly on Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. throughout 
the program season. The group is reviewing a book titled The Power 
Worshippers, Inside the Dangerous Rise of Religious Nationalism by 
Katherine Stewart. All men are welcome! Contact Rich Kirschner for details or 
the zoom link if you are unable to attend in person at rdkirschner@gmail.com.

Men’s New Chapters

Caregiver’s Support Group
MAY 1, 2:00 PM | N-101

The Caregiver’s Support Group meets every other Friday year-round to support 
those caring for loved ones. Whether you’re a caregiver, a past or future one, 
or seeking resources, all are welcome. Church membership is not required, and 
discussions remain private. Bring a friend who may benefit! For more info, contact 
Joan Millon at joanmillon6@gmail.com.

PHONE:
253 205 0468 
Passcode: 872229
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Habitat for Humanity Build Day

Join fellow NUCC members for a purposeful and fun day. No 
experience is needed and all abilities welcome! Come from 8 a.m. to 
12 p.m. First time volunteers, please register at https://vhub.at/nucc/ 
or sign up in the Gathering Place on Sundays. For more information 
contact Judy Varty at judyvarty@gmail.com. (Las Palmas, Broken Back 
Road, Naples)

MAY 2, 8:00 AM | LAS PALMAS

World Labyrinth Day
MAY 2, 1:00 PM | LABYRINTH

Every year on the first Saturday in May thousands of people around the globe 
participate in World Labyrinth Day as a moving meditation for world peace 
and celebration of the labyrinth experience. Many “Walk as One at 1” local 
time to create a rolling wave of peaceful energy passing from one time zone to 
the next. There will not be a guided walk but everyone is welcome to walk the 
Naples UCC labyrinth on their own in the name of peace. There is no right or 
wrong way to walk this singular path but flyers are available in the sign box in 
front of the Naples UCC labyrinth for guidance if desired. 

Chamber Choir Concert
MAY 2, 2:00 PM | BEVERLY HALL

Lux Solis is a small, professional ensemble led by section leaders from Naples 
United Church of Christ. Inspired by our sun-filled community, our name—
meaning “light of the sun”—reflects our mission to bring warmth and light 
through music. Formed to explore both sacred and secular repertoire, Lux Solis 
offers a fresh and meaningful way to share our passion for choral artistry.

Their first concert is Saturday, May 2, at 2:00 p.m., in Beverly Hall. There is no 
admission charge. 

Cans for Communion

Cans for Communion collection returns on May 3!  Donations of nonperishable 
food items help support our mission partner - Grace Place. This month they are 
spotlighting CEREAL AND PEANUT BUTTER; however ALL donations are 
greatly appreciated. Do some bulk shopping or pickup items on the weekly 
BOGO list but be sure to check those expiration dates! If you are interested in 
volunteering with collection on the first Sunday of each month, please sign up in 
the Gathering Place or call the Church office at (239) 261-5469.

MAY 3, 9 & 11 AM | PORTICO
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We look forward to honoring this year’s graduates on Sunday May 17 during the worship 
service.  If you have a graduate who will be present with you that day and would like to have 
them recognized, please submit their name to Samantha Santarosa at samantha@napleuscc.org 
by May 1. Or you can call the church office at (239) 261-5469.

Graduation Recognition
MAY 17, 10 AM | SANCTUARY

Prayer Shawl Ministry
MAY 5, 1:00 PM | PARLOR

Please join us as we prayerfully knit and crochet beautiful prayer shawls and 
lap blankets for those who need a warm hug from God. Lessons & supplies are 
available or bring your own project to work on. Everyone is welcome to participate 
in this caring ministry. Contact Janet Goodhart at (610) 420-7196 for questions. 

MAY 13, 8:30 AM | PELICAN BAY SOUTH BERM
Join members and friends for fellowship, prayer and walking in nature. The 
Walk and Wonder group eagerly welcomes family members, friends and 
especially newcomers to the NUCC community. On Wednesday, May 13 
enjoy a walk along the Pelican Bay Berm beginning at the Naples Grande 
to the Butterfly Garden near the Commons Tram station. Meet in the church 
parking lot at 8:30 a.m. Anticipate our return to church by 10:00 a.m. 
Contact Merrill Noble at mwnoble56@gmail.com if you have questions 
or plan to attend for the first time.

Walk & Wonder

Chancel Flower Dedication
We have available dates for our Chancel 
Flower Dedications! A wonderful opportunity 
to celebrate, honor, or remember a loved one. 
We will feature your message in the Sunday 
Bulletin and on our livestream. For up-to-date 
availability, or if you have any questions, 
please contact Sara Both, at sara@naplesucc.
org, or call (239)261- 5469. We hope you will 
participate in this thoughtful tradition!

Anthem Dedication
Did you know that you can donate an anthem 
in memory or in honor of a loved one? Every 
time the anthem is sung, the dedication will 
appear with the anthem in the bulletin. To 
learn more about donating an anthem today, 
please contact our Director of Music, Dr. Becky 
Weese-Rumpf by email at becky@naplesucc.
org. It is the gift that keeps on giving!
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Mother’s Day Offering

This Mother’s Day, as we give thanks for the love, sacrifice, and strength of mothers, we’re also invited to put 
that love into action. Our Mother’s Day special offering supports Baby Basics of Collier County—a lifeline for 
hardworking families with young children who don’t qualify for government cash assistance but still struggle to 
make ends meet.

For many, even something as essential as diapers can become an overwhelming expense. Without a steady 
supply, babies can suffer from discomfort and health issues, and parents are forced into difficult choices—like 
buying food or keeping their child clean and dry.

Through Baby Basics, more than 600 babies each month receive the diapers they need across 14 sites in 
Collier County. This support eases financial stress and helps families focus on other essentials. In fact, 97% of 
families say they are better able to meet their basic needs because of this program.  Still, the need is greater—
an estimated 1,500 babies in our community qualify for assistance.

This ministry is about more than diapers. It offers dignity, encouragement, and a reminder that no family is 
alone.  

This Mother’s Day, we invite you to give generously. Your offering will help care for babies and support families 
right here in our community.

MAY 10 | 9 & 11 AM SERVICES

As our congregation shifts into the rhythm of summer, Naples UCC will return to one worship starting May 17 
when we will gather at 10 a.m. Whether you’re a year-round member, a seasonal neighbor, or visiting, all are 
welcome to join us. For those of you that have returned up north, be sure to stay connected with us by joining 
for worship online through our website. Stay up-to-date on the life of the church throughout the summer by 
joining our email list. If you don’t already receive our weeky Eblast, please sign up through the church website 
at naplesucc.org) or by calling the church office at (239) 261-5469. 

RETURN TO ONE SERVICE
MAY 17, 10 AM | SANCTUARY



5200 Crayton Road, Naples, Florida 34103 | Office Hours: 8:30 AM - 4:00 PM, Mon - Fri | (239) 261-5469 | info@naplesucc.org 

Naples United Church of Christ strives to show that actions speak louder than words. 
Our Core Values are: Open and Affirming, Mission-Driven, Powerful Worship, 
Continuing Generosity, Caring Ministry, and Hospitable Fellowship. 

We are an Open and Affirming Congregation, embracing diversity and 
affirming the dignity and worth of every person, including persons of every race, 
ethnic background, age, gender identity and expression, sexual orientation, physical 
or mental ability, socio-economic background, marital status, and faith background. 
Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here. We are proud to be one of 
more than 4,500+ congregations in the United Church of Christ community.

We are glad you are here! You can dress comfortably and in a manner that makes you feel at ease. Whether it’s casual attire or 
dressed-up, we’re happy to welcome you just as you are. Please know that we livestream our Sunday morning worship services 
and subsequently post video recordings on our website and on the internet, including social media, for later viewing. By attending 
a service, you acknowledge and consent to appearing in these broadcastings, recordings and postings. We are blessed to have 
exceptional music during our worship services here at Naples UCC; however, we kindly ask that you hold your applause until the 
end of the Postlude at the conclusion of the service.

Staff
Minister

Rev. Dr. Mark Williams, Senior Minister 
	 markw@naplesucc.org 

Rev. Jim Moseley, Interim Minister 
	 for Congregational Care and Missions 
	 jmoseley@naplesucc.org

Pastor Relations Team: 
	 MWpastorsupport@naplesucc.org

Administrative

Jim Asmus, Lead Custodian

Sara Both, Receptionist 
	 sara@naplesucc.org

Bianca Bellido, Communications Specialist 
	 bianca@naplesucc.org

Tony Falco, Director of Technology 
	 tony@naplesucc.org

Elena Fernandez, Nursery Caregiver

Raymond Gangl, Facilities Manager 
	 raymond@naplesucc.org

John Greer, Assistant Custodian

Kiersten Heilbron, Marketing Specialist

Maura Kjar, Director of Financial 			
	 Operations
	 maura@naplesucc.org

Susan Melick, Events Coordinator

Janine Rahaim, Director of Community
	 Life & Programs 
	 janine@naplesucc.org

Samantha Santarosa, 
	 Membership Coordinator 
	 & Pastoral Assistant
	 samantha@naplesucc.org

Jeanne Snedeker, Director of  
	 Youth & Children’s Education 
	 jeanne@naplesucc.org

Brad Van Houten, Executive Director 
	 brad@naplesucc.org

Music
Dr. Becky Weese-Rumpf,  
	 Director of Music 
	 becky@naplesucc.org

Dr. Alexandra Carlson, Pianist 
	 alexandrac@naplesucc.org

The Bargain Box Thrift Store
Jorge (George) De La Roche, 
	 Store Manager 
	 george@bargainboxnaples.com

Tori Hyman, Floor Lead


