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Session Summary 

             May 26, 2020 Stated Meeting 
  
Following is a summary of the May 26, 2020 Session Meeting. For further information or 
clarification please contact the elders listed at the end of this summary. 
 
Prayer and Devotion as a Session 
 
Rev. Dr. Hylton opened the meeting with prayer. 
 
Hannah McConnel began her devotion by expressing how the COVD-19 quarantine had 
brought about feelings of separation and exile in her. She then proceeded to lead a 
discussion on how God had used periods of separation and exile in the Bible, by reading 
from the Book of Psalms and by asking others to give examples of separation and exile, 
which included Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, Noah, Moses, the Hebrews in Egypt, in 
the desert and in Babylonia, David fleeing from King Saul, Jesus in the wilderness and 
Paul in Arabia. Closing the devotion with prayer, Hannah sought to seek God’s will for 
our church during this time of separation and exile. 
 
Building Report 
 
John Powell presented an extensive report on various building projects that included: 
building cleaning, the Facilities Manager search, the sanctuary sound system upgrade, 
yellow room repairs, heating/cooling system upgrades, and asbestos remediation. 
 
John also presented a proposal for a Coronavirus Benevolence Fund of approximately 
$25,000 that would provide short term financial assistance to church members adversely 
affected by COVD-19. The Fund could be funded initially with a $15,000 transfer from 
the church’s 2020 budget, gifts from the men’s and women’s benevolence funds totaling 
$4,000 and two pledges from members totaling $4,500. 
 
The motion was made and seconded to transfer $15,000 from the church’s 2020 
budget to the Coronavirus Benevolence Fund. The motion carried. 
 
Executive Session 
 
The motion was made and seconded to move to executive session. The motion 
carried. The motion was made and seconded to end the executive session. The 
motion carried. 
 
The working group previously established consisting of Rev. Dr. Hylton, Bob Bastian 
and Laura Jones, with the assistance of the TCC Board and Greg Lewis and the advice of 
the Session, will continue to deal with issues concerning the future of TCC. 
 
Finalization and Approval of the Dashboard 
 
Rev. Dr. Hylton led a discussion of the Dashboard platform which was created for use by 
the Councils to measure and monitor progress toward their specific goals and objectives. 
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The Session agreed that the Dashboard would be useful for achieving the purposes for 
which it had been created.  
 
Clerk’s Report 
 
Clerk’s Omnibus Motion 
 
The motion was made and seconded to approve the Clerk’s Omnibus Motion. The 
motion carried. 
 

CLERK’S OMNIBUS MOTION 
May 26, 2020 

  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
RESOLVED, that the minutes of the April 28, 2020 Session meeting be, and are 
hereby approved. 
 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT, INCIDENTAL LISTS, 
STATUS CHANGE REQUESTS, AND BAPTISM REQUESTS 

 
RESOLVED, that the April 2020 Incidental Lists and Membership Report; and the 
May 2020 Baptisms and Membership Status Change Requests be, and are hereby 
approved and incorporated in these minutes as if they had been fully set forth 
therein.   
 

COMMUNION 
 

RESOLVED, that Virtual Holy Communion was served at the 10:00 Virtual Sunday 
worship service on May 3, 2020 by intinction. 
 

RECEIPT OF WRITTEN REPORTS 
 

• Mission Council Minutes 3-27-20 
• Leadership Council Minutes May 2020 
• Discipleship Council Minutes 5-7-20 
• Children and Youth Council Minutes 3-8-20 
• Children and Youth Council Minutes 4-7-20 
• Notes from Children and Youth Council Meeting 5-12-20 
• Worship Council Minutes 5-12-20 
• Dashboard Draft  
• Financial Report 2020-05 
• May 2020 Building Report 
• Coronavirus Benevolence Fund Proposal 
• Amended and Restated Bylaws 
• Ken Braddy’s 24 Questions re: Reopening the Church 
• COVD-19 Reopening Committee Report 
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LeRoy Klemt led a discussion of a recently revised version of the Amended and Restated 
Bylaws which could be considered for presentation at a congregational meeting later this 
year, if feasible and practical. It was agreed that major changes should be highlighted for 
easier understanding by the congregation 

  
Pastors’ Report 
 
Rev. Dr. Hylton reported on the Chicago Presbytery meeting, which had been scheduled 
to take place at the church on May 19, 2020, but was instead conducted on Zoom. 
 
J.J. Ivaska and John Powell presented a report from the COVID-19 Task Force and its 
efforts to serve members of our congregation and others during this time when the church 
building is closed. Emphasis has been placed on reaching out to all of our members 
through the Small Group Ministry and personal telephone calls. Caryl Weinberg also 
reported on the church’s efforts to provide food and meals, and also temporary housing at 
local hotels for those in need as a result of COVD -19. 
 
The motion was made and seconded to appoint a Committee, led by Rev. Coates, 
J.J. Ivaska and Dick Warnecke and which would include other appropriate 
members recruited from the congregation, to identify and investigate issues involved 
with reopening the church later this year.  The motion carried. 
 
Extending Virtual Worship  
 
Rev. Dr. Hylton led a discussion concerning the extension of closing the church building 
and virtual worship and virtual serving of communion.  
 
The motion was made and seconded to extend the closing of the church building, 
and to approve virtual worship and the virtual serving of communion through the 
end of August, subject to discernment and modification by the Session.  The motion 
carried. 
 
Executive Session 
 
The motion was made and seconded to move to executive session. The motion 
carried. The motion was made and seconded to end executive session. The motion 
carried. 
 
Questions and/or comments regarding Board/Council Minutes  
 
None 
 
Joys and Concerns 
  
Rev. Dr. Hylton expressed deep gratitude over the members of Session and others who 
have contributed so meaningfully to the church and our members during the pandemic. 
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Adjournment in Prayer 
 
The meeting was adjourned and closed in prayer by Rev. Dr. Hylton at 9:50 p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
LeRoy Klemt, Clerk 
 

2020 Session 
 

Ordained Pastors 
 
Rev. Dr. Raymond Hylton, Senior Pastor and Moderator of Session 
Rev. Henry Coates, Associate Pastor for Discipleship and Fellowship 
 
Ruling Elders 
 
LeRoy Klemt, Clerk of Session 
 
Daniel Allen, Worship Council 
Bob Bastian, Community Life and Pastoral Care Council, The Counseling Center 
Brian Carmody, Worship Council 
Dwayne Dobschuetz, Our Families Our Children Council, Stewardship Committee 
Katie Duke, Community Life and Pastoral Care Council 
Lisa Bolsen-Fisher, Discipleship Council, Stewardship Committee 
J, J, Ivaska, Discipleship Council, Resource Steward Council, Budget Committee, 
Finance and Endowment Committee 
Laura Jones, Our Families Our Children Council 
Kim Klamm, Personnel Council, Budget Committee 
Rosemary Mauck, Leadership Council, Nominating Committee 
Hugh Parry, Personnel Council, Finance and Endowment Committee 
Barb Smith, Mission Council. Chicago Presbytery Commissioner 
Marge Stromberg, Leadership Council, Chicago Presbytery Commissioner 
Dick Warnecke, Mission Council, Great Commission Fund 
Sharyn Wilson-Woods, Community Life and Pastoral Care Council, Chicago Presbytery 
Commissioner 
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