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Project Empathy Has Been Completed!
Project Empathy, a project of the churches in the Presbytery of Sheppards and Lapsley, Presbyterian Church USA , has completed its goal of raising money to eliminate medical debt in the Black Belt.
The Presbytery, in partnership with RIP Medical Debt, Inc., a 501(c)(3) non-profit (website: ripmedicaldebt.org), set a goal to raise $50,000 to eliminate $5 million of debt in ten counties in the Black Belt. In fact, we raised a total of $96,859.98! This was completed by March, 2021. However, much of the medical debt in the Black Belt became unavailable for purchase. RIP Medical Debt worked to find more debt in the original ten counties and twelve more counties in south central Alabama. Also, RIP Medical Debt was able to purchase debt from an Alabama hospital which treats patients from across Alabama. In this manner, we were able to purchase and eliminate $10,292,875.15 of debt, affecting 9,071 people in 23 counties in Alabama.
RIP Medical Debt buys debt with the donations and forgives the debts, sending letters to the debtors and to credit reporting agencies, notifying them that the debts are no longer owed.
The idea for Project Empathy came from a Sunday School class at Southminster Presbyterian Church. They brought the idea to the Presbytery’s Executive Council in March, 2020. The Council approved the Project and we got to work, planning and promoting the Project.
We are grateful to all the churches, foundations and individuals who gave so generously to help others. And, we are grateful to God for enabling us and guiding all people involved in doing this Project.
The next page shows RIP Medical Debt’s Project Empathy Medical Debt Fulfillment Report.



image1.png




image2.emf

RIP

MEDICAL

State

AL
AL
AL
AL
AL
AL
AL
AL
AL
AL
AL
AL
AL
AL
AL
AL
AL
AL
AL
AL
AL
AL
AL

DEBT

Purchase Date:
AC-0024

Project Empathy Medical Debt Fulfillment Report

County

Barbour County
Bibb County
Bullock County
Butler County
Chambers County
Choctaw County
Crenshaw County
Dallas County
Greene County
Hale County
Jefferson County
Lee County
Lowndes County
Macon County
Marengo County

Montgomery Count

Perry County
Pickens County
Pike County
Russell County
Sumter County

Tuscaloosa County

Wilcox County

Recipients

19
241
7
44
58
30
18
85
18
42
7,199
117
19
16
49
248
%
66
47
24
21
665
16

Amount abolished

$31,846.55
$435,479.08
$1,275.35
$25,439.37
$92,240.16
$26,671.16
$10,360.99
$109,043.99
$4,481.03
$53,119.94
$7,368,398.87
$189,053.08
$19,083.01
$8,240.51
$43,926.24
$322,641.44
$18,327.42
$295,272.08
$28,922.53
$241,171.94
$21,804.21
$928,167.20
$17,909.00

Avg abolished

$1,676.13
$1,806.97
$182.19
$578.17
$1,590.35
$889.04
$575.61
$1,282.87
$248.95
$1,264.76
$1,023.53
$1,615.84
$1,004.37
$515.03
$896.45
$1,300.97
$833.06
$4,473.82
$615.37
$10,048.83
$1,038.30
$1,395.74
$1,119.31






