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2026 Florida Resilience Conference
Student Travel Scholarship Program Application

Program Information
The 2026 Student Travel Scholarship Program will support the professional development of four college students by funding their attendance at a professional conference on beach and coastal systems and resilience programs.
[bookmark: _Int_b08wnIAB][bookmark: _Int_eGzRarCE]Scholarship recipients will receive a stipend to attend the 2026 Florida Resilience Conference at the Sunseeker Resort in Charlotte Harbor, September 23-25, 2026.  Four $1,100 scholarships will be awarded, after committee judging, based on the applications received.  The scholarship will pay the registration fee of $175, and the balance of the scholarship may be used for travel, food, and lodging.  In addition to the scholarship, recipients will have an opportunity to network with over 600 public and private sector attendees and will be recognized on the conference website and social media.  This is a unique opportunity to gain real-world insights into coastal resilience and connect with industry leaders who could be future employers or mentors.
Program Background 
The Florida Shore & Beach Preservation Association (FSBPA) is a 501 (c) (3) not-for-profit organization nonprofit organization based in Tallahassee, Florida, dedicated to preserving the state's beaches and coastal areas.  In partnership with Resiliency Florida, FSBPA hosts the annual Florida Resilience Conference to provide a cross-industry professional forum to promote in-depth discussions on the state’s burgeoning resilience programs. 
Recognizing the importance education has on promoting the conservation and preservation of coastal resources, the FSBPA Board of Directors approved a student travel scholarship program to provide registration fees, hotel, and travel for five students to attend the 5th Annual Florida Resilience Conference.  The program is generously and financially supported by the Surfing’s Evolution & Preservation Foundation. 
Students awarded a travel scholarship will benefit from the exposure to invaluable networking opportunities between public and private coastal professionals in similar areas of interest.   



Eligibility and Conditions
The 2026 FRC Student Travel Scholarship will be awarded based on qualified students in a relevant area of study as determined by a selection committee.
Eligibility requirements
1) Eligible applicants must be degree-seeking students enrolled at an accredited higher education institution in Florida in a field of study related to beach or dune ecology or a related coastal science.  Eligible fields of study may also include ocean sustainability, conservation, or preservation initiatives. 
2) All applicants must provide the information below in writing by June 30, 2026, and have their major professor or research advisor as a reference.
3) Students selected for the scholarship (finalists) should be available to meet with the scholarship committee during the conference.
4) Finalists are expected to participate in the conference by attending topic sessions.
5) Finalists must be able to provide a minimum of five (5) volunteer hours at the event.  This may include helping at the registration desk on Wednesday, September 23 or running presentation laptops during the sessions. 
Application 
1) Full name
2) Email and mailing addresses, and phone number
3) College name, program, year of study
4) Area of study/research 
5) Advisor name and contact information
6) A short essay (1-2 pages) about the importance of your current or anticipated research on beaches and coastal systems, and how you anticipate the conference will advance your career path. 
Contact: 	     Jacqueline A. Larson, Executive Director 
Organization:       Florida Shore & Beach Preservation Association
Mobile: 	     850.567.5230
Office: 		     850.906.9227 
Mailing Address:  P.O. Box 13146, Tallahassee, FL, 32317
Email Address:      jackielarson@fsbpa.com
Event Name:        5th Annual Florida Resilience Conference
Location:               Sunseeker Resort, Charlotte Harbor, Florida
Dates:                    September 23-25, 2026
Event Website:    floridaresilienceconference.org   
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