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"COVID Prep

CCUSD Vaccinates Nurses, Tests Staff, Creates Dashboard

As virus numbers continue to climb throughout the Los
Angeles area, Culver City Unified School District is working
hard to get ahead of the curve, vaccinating its nurses,
providing testing for its staff and creating a public dashboard
that shows the latest numbers of COVID-19 infections
throughout the District.

Dianna Castro, CCUSD’s Coordinator of Health Services,
said the District’s four school nurses were vaccinated last
week and CCUSD’s health techs all have access to the new
vaccines.

“We are doing all we can to be safe and create a safe
learning environment for our students and, of course, our

staff.”

To that end, Castro said the District is currently a COVID-19

testing site, enabling all of the District’s teachers and staff

to access tests three days a week. In addition, she said the
District has been doing contact tracing and coordinating with
the Los Angeles County Department of Public Health.

“I’m not sure everyone knows this, but all school nurses are
also public health nurses, so coordinating with public health
is something that we are all very familiar with,” she said,
adding, “Everything we do is with an eye to our community
and how we can help make this whole community better,
safer and healthier.”

In order to provide a window into how the pandemic has
impacted the District, CCUSD recently unveiled an online
COVID-19 dashboard designed to provide accurate and

Continued on Page 4
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The mission of the Culver City Unified School District, a diverse haven of excellence, is to ensure that each student possesses the academic and personal skills necessary to achieve
his/her highest potential as a valued, responsible member of society by providing challenging, personalized educational experiences in a safe, nurturing environment and by fostering a
passion for teaching and learning with committed parent and community involvement.

Email the Board Members at boardmembers@ccusd.org

CCUSD abides by federal law under Title IX to ensure that male and female students and employees in educational settings are treated equally and fairly. Title IX protects
against discrimination based on sex (including sexual harassment). In addition, Title IX protects transgender students and students who do not conform to sex stereotypes. State
law also prohibits discrimination based on gender (sex), gender expression, gender identity, and sexual orientation. No person in CCUSD shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded
from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any education program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance. Information
regarding Title IX and the complaint process may be found at www.ccusd.org.
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CULVER CITY ADULT SCHOOL | BY ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL RUTH MORRIS

Culver City Adult School 1s in Gear for the New Year

Back in January of 2020, Culver City Adult School was planning another fun-filled
Summer Enrichment 4 Kids program for the children in our neighborhood. Those best
laid plans were waylaid by the pandemic, but ultimately replaced with what ended up
being an awesome distance learning experience for our students! And for this year, we are

truly prepared for anything...whether this:

This: Or this:

—

o e

Registration will open on Friday, January 15, 2021 via our website: ccas@ccusd.org.
When you sign up, you are registering for what we expect to be an in person, on site,
program, in compliance with any and all Los Angeles County social distance regulations.
Here at Culver City Adult School, we are prepared to adjust our program as needed (on
site, virtual or hybrid), and will communicate frequently with all participants, in order to

CCUSD OFFICE OF CHILD DEVELOPMENT | BY DIRECTOR VANESSA SAN MARTIN

plan and provide a fun, engaging, and enriching experience for your children. Since space
will necessarily be limited to fewer students per classroom than in previous years, we
expect our classes to fill within the first few days of registration. So please book early to
secure your child’s space!

When on site, Summer Enrichment 4 Kids is not just about our fun-filled academic
enrichment classes, which are offered in both the morning (8:30-11:30) and the afternoon
(12:00-3:00)! We now offer Morning Care, our early drop off service, from 7:30 am for
a nominal fee, and we’ve expanded our popular Extended Fun program to accommodate
more kids. NEW this year, we are adding a half hour Transition Time between 3:00 and
3:30 pm. Staff will lead students in group activities until they are picked up by parents
before 3:30 pm. Or, for an extra fee, register for Extended Fun from 3:30 - 6:00 pm.

And of course, Culver City Adult School serves adults all year! All of our programs
currently are and will be virtual, via distance learning through at least the end of this
school year in June. With our motto, “Fresh Starts. Second Chances. Bright Futures,”
we have not missed a beat since March of last year, with our ESL classes, our HiSET
preparation classes, our high school diploma classes and our adult basic education classes.
Please also be sure to join us for any or all of our adult enrichment classes: Yin Yang
Yoga, Art Explorations and Spanish for the Workplace. All classes will resume for spring

semester the week of January 25th. Sign up NOW on our website: ccas.ccusd.org.

Last but not least, we are pleased to be offering a NEW program, especially designed for
Culver City Unified School District families! Entitled “Family Success Initiative,” we
will be offering a class for parents of CCUSD students who seek a chance to improve
their own English skills in order to assist their children with their schoolwork. For more
information about this program, please email us at: ccas@ccusd.org.

OCD Plans Outdoor Renovation Thanks to CCEF and Amazon

The Office of Child Development’s Center for Early Education CEE, located next to
Farragut campus, will be renovating the outdoor space near rooms 7 and 8. Thanks to
Amazon and CCEF for donating $250,000 to make our outdoor learning space possible.
Although this space will be located at CEE, the outdoor space will be open to all preschool
students from our preschool program. In addition to the onsite classroom rotation, the

Culver City Unified

Kindergarten
Information Night

- a8 -

Thursday
January 21

5:00pm - Interdistrict Permit Information
5:30pm - TK/Kindergarten Presentation
6:30pm - Dual Language Information

7:15pm - Intradistrict Permit Information

For more info and to register: shorturl.at/dsyH9

neighboring CCUSD preschool classes can sign up and reserve a day for children to come
and explore the space. OCD’s vision of providing opportunities for all students in our
program to learn through developmentally appropriate teaching is always in our mind. The
outdoor space will provide children with many STEAM learning experiences and we look
forward to seeing it in action!
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transparent information regarding
COVID-19 cases on the District’s
campuses, while also maintaining privacy
and confidentiality for our students and
staff. In order to provide parents, staff and
the public with the latest information, the
new dashboard is updated regularly.

The data on the dashboard represents the
number of confirmed COVID-19 cases
among District students and staff on
CCUSD campuses (in-person instruction
only). In the event of a positive case, all
“close contacts” as determined by Los
Angeles County Department of Public
Health guidelines are notified directly.

The dashboard can be found at www.ccusd.
org/apps/pages/COVID-dashboard.

Castro said that the District has already
applied to be an official point of
distribution for the vaccine as it is rolled
out to more and more people.

“We are hopeful that, starting in February,
we will be able to provide COVID vaccines
for employees and perhaps eventually, for
students and families as well,” she said.
“We are in the process of working with the
state to get approved.”

Even without the vaccine available, Castro
said the District has done well by following
protocols.

“OCD (CCUSD’s Office of Child
Development) has been safely teaching
students in-person since July, so we know
we can bring back younger students and
have the students and the adults caring for
them be safe,” she said. “It works if we
follow protocols and do it right.”

As the vaccine becomes more available, it
is important to understand what it is and
how it works. The COVID-19 vaccine is

cOVID-19 Vaccination Record Card <—'§; ot

COVID-19 Dashboard

The Culver City Unified School District is committed to providing accurate and transparent information regarding COVID-19 cases on
our campuses, while also maintaining privacy and confidentiality for our students and staff. The data on this page represents the
number of confirmed COVID-19 cases among District students and staff on our campuses (in-person instruction only). This data will
be updated regularly. In the event of a positive case, all "close contacts" as determined by LADPH guidelines are notified directly.
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a messenger (MRNA) vaccine. MRNA
vaccines are not a new concept and

have been around for the past 25 years.
However, this is the first time they have
been mass-produced in a vaccine. They
are 100% synthesized, meaning there is no
embryonic tissue or monkey DNA in the
vaccine itself and does NOT contain a live

Last updated: January 13, 2021

virus. MRNA vaccines are very unstable,
thus needing to be stored at very low
temperatures and is metabolized quickly
leaving the body within 24 hours.

e There is NO live virus in the vaccine:
The vaccine contains a small blueprint for a
tiny piece of the virus. Your cells recognize

this and start to make antibodies.

* There are NO preservatives in the
vaccine.

* You cannot get COVID-19 from the
vaccine.

* MRNA vaccines DO NOT change your
DNA.

* Research on mRNA vaccines have shown
they are extremely effective and very safe.
* The side effects reported in those who
have received the vaccine are consistent
with other vaccines.

e If you have had COVID-19 in the past,
you are still encouraged to get the vaccine
when offered. You need to be 14 days post
positive PCR test, and with symptoms
resolved before receiving it.

Please remember that you still must
continue to wear a mask and be physically
distanced even if you have received

the vaccine until more transmissibility
information becomes available. You

also need to make sure you schedule an
appointment to receive your second dose.
The first round only provides roughly 50%
immunity 10-14 days after the first dose
and 94-95% immunity 10-14 days after the
second dose.

It’s also important to remember that
reaching herd immunity with any virus has
never been achieved without a vaccine.

“We are doing everything humanly possible
to create an environment where people feel
safe,” Castro said. “We are following all
the protocols and listening to the science.
Of course, any system is only as good as
the people who are part of that system,

so when we are at that point, it will be
important for everyone to do their part.

If everyone does their part, we can make
positive progress.”

CCUSD’s nursing team is vaccinated a ready to go! Showiing off their vaccination cards are, from left, Coordinator of Health Services Dianna Castro,; Credentialed School Nurses

Sandy Aguila, Jessica Parel and Amy Thiel; and Licensed Vocational Nurse Rosalind Farr.
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CULVER CITY EDUCATION FOUNDATION | BY JAMES T. HARRIS

CCEF Bolsters Distance Learninig With Grant

When the Culver City Unified School
District (CCUSD) moved to distance
learning in March of 2020, over 7,000
students and teachers had to abruptly
adjust, using entirely new methods of
learning and instruction. It seemed with
the closure of most school facilities,
inevitably students would no longer have
access to essential classroom supplies nor
to performing and visual art programs

normally conducted in person.

The Culver City Education Foundation
(CCEF), with the vital support of many,
stepped up to bridge gaps with a total
of $150,000 in grants to help provide
fundamental art supply kits, academic
support, computer software and the
transition of highly valued theater and

music programs to virtual platforms.

Heather Moses, CCUSD arts coordinator,
said “The CCEF grants have been
instrumental in keeping arts education
strong in the district. In this time of crisis,

the arts are critical for many students, it

Landon Vabulas,6 and Nolan Vabulas,8, students at La Ballona Elementary School show
working with the art kits donated by CCEF.

offers them a creative, supportive space
that becomes an important part of their
daily routine.”

All Together

AI chools

e N S e

Annual Campaign 2020-21

DONATE TODAY

www.ccefdschools.org

I Culver City
B Education Foundation

Every Student. Every School. Every Day.

As Graeme Hinde, a director of Story
Pirates, one of six theater organizations in
CCUSD’s Front and Center Collaborative
noted, “Just because the kids aren’t
physically in school doesn’t mean their

creativity stops.”

CCEF’s $45,000 grant to the district-wide
Front and Center Collaborative enabled
many of its partners, including The Actors’
Gang, Center Theatre Group, Story Pirates,
Young Storytellers and 24th Street Theatre
to continue offering programs through a
virtual format. These activities included
live-streaming classes and after-school
workshops.

For example, Center Theatre Group
taught a playwriting class for Culver City
High School students, Culver City based
The Actors’ Gang worked with English
language learners attending Culver City
Middle School (CCMS) and Young
Storytellers worked with fifth grade
students across the district.

Art Supply Kits

The necessary closure of school sites
unfortunately created the need for
students to have basic art supplies which
had previously been provided in the

classrooms.

Responding to the urgent need, CCEF
allocated $68,000 for the purchase of
art supply kits and makerspace kits for
all elementary students. Each supply kit
contained a sketch book, color pencils, a

watercolor set, brushes and oil pastels.
The makerspace kit contained cardboard,
tape, glue stick, twine and rulers. The art
supply kits were made possible through
an extraordinary bequest given to CCEF
by Darlene Bilkiss, a long-time educator
within CCUSD.

The shift to distance learning also meant
middle school students no longer had
access to equipment in the school’s
computer lab. At the request of Joe
Stanley, CCMS computer teacher, CCEF
granted $1,000 that allowed students to
continue studying animation on district-

supplied Chromebooks.

Sadly, the requirement to use virtual
platforms for learning has also resulted in
a growing number of students struggling
in many ways, including academically.
The situation became a particular problem
at the high school, where students must
pass courses to graduate and be eligible
for college. School leadership identified

a solution which led CCEEF to help fund

an “intervention counselor” at the high
school who will focus on those students
significantly underperforming at this
critical time. This dire need was partially
funded by a gift to CCEF from Culver City
High School alumnus, Richard Wells.

CCEF also allocated funds totaling
$19,850 to support student athletes. CCEF
applied for and received a grant of $11,850
from the Foundation for Global Sports
Development to support a comprehensive

tutoring program for student athletes.

In addition, CCEF will provide $8,000
to the high school athletic department to
cover tournament fees, in anticipation of
some sports resuming later in the school
year. This grant replaces funds normally
generated from game day revenues such
as admission fees, snack bar sales and
program ads.

According to Renae Williams Niles, CCEF
executive director, “We are glad we were
able to be a truly responsive partner with
the district. We swiftly worked to reallocate
funds and quickly acquired new financial
resources benefiting the entire district and
across many distinct areas including the
arts, academics, technology and athletics.
Increasing our strategic and meaningful
impact district-wide is the motivation for
CCEF now and for the future.”
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CCUSD PRINCIPALS SHARE STRATEGIES ON ENSURING EXCELLENT INSTRUCTION AND SUPPORTING CHILDREN

EL MARINO LANGUAGE SCHOOL | BY PRINCIPAL MINA SHIRATORI

Ensuring Excellent Instruction by Utilizing Technology:
Tips to Nav1gate CCUSD Online Learning

By now I imagine many of our students are
becoming quite proficient on technology
and navigating the day to day fairly well,
perhaps even better than us adults. As

your students roll off Seesaw, Google
Classroom and other apps that may sound
like a foreign language to parents, here

are few technology tips below presented

at a parent session by our Technology
Technician Linda Germain and El Marino
Parent (and also our El Marino Walk n Roll
Coordinator), Tom Murray:

* Don’t just close the Chromebook, make
sure to reboot weekly to get the latest
security updates! Hold down the power
button and restart to refresh! Closing it puts
it to rest but doesn’t allow it to fully sleep
and update. Every Friday, shut it down and
power it up on Monday so that it’s ready
for school fully refreshed.
* Close those tabs! If your child is
complaining that things are slow or the
connection isn’t working, make sure they
have only the necessary tabs open. Multiple
tabs open take up bandwidth!
* All CCUSD students have a special
GMail/Google account that is managed
by the district. The login is fullname@
students.ccusd.org.
e E.g., the student “Bilbo Baggins”
would be bilbobaggins@students.ccusd.
org.
e The password is a 9 digit student ID
number (look at Aeries or report card,
or contact your school).
* On a Chromebook, you log in with this
account on the initial login screen, and
every tab you open from then on uses this
account.
e On CCUSD Chromebooks, you can
login with Clever badge and camera.
e On personal (non-CCUSD)
Chromebooks, you can also log in

i
—

AD.

Linda Germain, one of our Elementary
Technology Technicians supporting families
and students with troubleshooting needs.
Every site should contact their Tech Techs
via their techhelp email. (school initial
techhelp @ccusd.org; for example El
Marino is EMTechhelp @ccusd.org)

to other Google accounts on a single

Chromebook and switch between them

easily.
¢ With the Chrome browser on a Mac/PC,
it’s best to use Chrome Profiles to manage
your logins, especially if you’re sharing a
computer amongst multiple people. Look
up “Chrome Profiles” on how to create
them.
¢ Have access to your child’s student
Google Classroom account — Google
Classroom offers both a parent account
and student account. As a parent, consider
logging into your child’s Google Classroom
account with your student’s CCUSD email.
This way you will have a full picture of

TO ADVERTISE IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF

CULVER CURRENTS /-

what your child is working on, completed,
and missed. The parent account will give
you only a snapshot, but not access to the
actual work and documents. (Parent tip:
Download the Google Classroom app on
your phone and log in as your child; I do!
That way it’s at your fingertips. It’s helped
me to support my child when there’s a
question, and to build in accountability for
my child and myself.) This also goes for
Seesaw; if you download the app on your
phone we recommend access as a student.
Parent account was meant for sharing work
intermittently more for when we were on

campus.

All CCUSD staff and teachers can’t thank
all of you enough for your continued
support on technology during these

precarious times.

WHEN IT'S TIE T0 BUY OR'SELL,
CALL JULIO & MICHELLE!

Michelle & Julio Leyva

310.721.1676 | 310.528.8727

leyvarealtors@gmail.com + leyvarealtors.com

cn precat ©

Please contact: Nancy Gerloff-Burne
310.985.1997 (cell) * nancyburne@sbcglobal.net

DRE 01334827, 01992168
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CCUSD PRINCIPALS SHARE STRATEGIES ON ENSURING EXCELLENT INSTRUCTION AND SUPPORTING CHILDREN

LA BALLONA ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | BY PRINCIPAL DR. BECKY GODBEY

Ensuring Excellent Instruction

by Building A |

Partnership

With Your Child’s Teacher

With Full Distance Learning as our current
reality, it has become more important than
ever to build an effective and supportive
partnership with your child’s teacher. Gone
are the days when a quick email or a note
in the backpack would suffice. Instead,
parents and teachers are dependent upon
one another to be successful in this mission
of remote learning. There are several
strategies that will strengthen the parent/
teacher partnership, that can be used now
during our remote learning, and also once

schooling returns to more familiar ground.

Be a Partner in the Process. Actively
engage in your child’s educational
process. Check the teacher websites or
communication apps such as Seesaw,
Google Classroom, Dojo, Remind, etc.
Read the information given to you, so that
you are in the know. Respond to teacher
emails or texts. Talk to the teacher. Talk to
your child. Make sure that you are helping
bear the load of this tremendous task of

remote learning.

Assume good will and intentions. Assume
that the teacher is trying their best. Assume
that the teacher has your child’s best
interest at heart. Assume that all of their
professional knowledge and education

is informing the teacher’s decisions and

actions.

Find Common Ground. Disagreement
and conflict are normal, and with the
heightened stress in most homes right
now, you may find yourself frustrated

with the teacher, or with some aspect of
remote learning. In these moments, remind
yourself that you and your child’s teacher
share a common goal. You both want your
child to succeed. You both want your child
to be engaged. Starting from a place of
mutual agreement opens the door to mutual
respect, and creates a mindset of being on

the same team.

Have an open mind. When partnering with
the teacher, remember that you both come

with gifts, knowledge and perspective

to offer to one another. This means that
through dialogue, you or the teacher may
gain new information that can be helpful.
Being open to hearing other points of view
ultimately helps all of us, because we can

make the most informed decisions.

Kenneth Godoy learning remotely at La

Ballona.

Remember the Context. Remind yourself
that all of us are living through a pandemic.
There is no manual for this, and nobody
has done it before. Teachers have had to
completely pivot their way of teaching,
because skills they had honed to perfection
for in-person learning are often not easily
translatable to remote learning. Therefore,
teachers are not going to get everything
right, and neither will your child. We are all
living through a very traumatic time, which
is tough for everyone: teachers, students,

and parents.

Keep an eye on the big picture.
Sometimes, it’s important to step back

and ask yourself, “Will this matter a year
from now?” A year from now, we won’t
remember the app that we forgot to log
into, the misspelled word, or the day that
Zoom wasn’t working. We will hopefully
be able to look back and congratulate
ourselves on doing our best, and surviving
through a very difficult time. Our children

are resilient. We’re going to be okay.

-

is feeling or understanding what someone else is feeling.

Empatngy,

— .

How daes

How can |
| help?

_;{j_r_l I‘_I_rj, =bn7 is empathy in action!

EL RINCON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | BY PRINCIPAL DR. AMY HODGE

Ensuring Excellent Instruction by
Building Empathy and Compassion

We live in a world that seems more divided

compassionate empathy, you go beyond
than ever. Rather than letting our apathy simply understanding feelings, and you feel
set in, we are faced with an opportunity to what the other person is feeling which can
learn how to understand our empathy and inspire action.
compassion and use it as a tool of change.
Now is the time to cultivate empathy in our Emotional Empathy is the ability of one
lives and find ways to relate to others in a person to truly share their feelings with
way that is meaningful and lasting. another. This type of empathy helps us
The empathetic person is one who has build close bonds and connections with
the emotional depth and imagination to those who are important to us.
put themselves in the shoes of another
person, while considering all angles of the Cognitive Empathy is the logical or
situation. rational understanding of how a person
feels. It makes us better communicators as
By tapping into the natural empathy thatis  we are able to take in and relay information
contained within us, we can enact change to each other.
and action in the lives of others. There
are several forms of empathy that we Ways we cultivate empathy in the virtual
address in the virtual setting, each serving a  setting :
different purpose. 1. Tap into self esteem
2. Rely on gratitude
Compassionate empathy can inspire 3. Reach for your respect
a great deal of change in the lives 4. Find ways to release your inner critic

of those around us. When you show

Have a school-related
question for CCUSD?

AskCCUSD@ccusd.org
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CCUSD PRINCIPALS SHARE STRATEGIES ON ENSURING EXCELLENT INSTRUCTION AND SUPPORTING CHILDREN

FARRAGUT ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | BY PRINCIPAL REBECCA NGO

Ensuring Excellent Instruction by Creating a Safe Space

Never has social-emotional instruction and safe spaces to process the real world been
more relevant in schools. Ensuring excellent instruction amidst a backdrop of a global
pandemic (and now a mob of rioters storming the Capitol) means making sure we ALL
feel safe.

When things are feeling out of control, our job is to
help students know that we are here for them and to
leverage current events to age-appropriately make sense
of the world so they can be a better future. In a recent
talk given by psychologist, Dr. Lisa Damour, she listed
the top three things for socialization: 1) someone to tell
our secrets to, 2) someone to tell our worries to, and

3) somewhere where we feel a sense of belonging and
acceptance. Our schools and classrooms, real and virtual, are the safe havens where this

r

happens. From whole class discussions to small group counseling to 1-on-1 check-ins, we

are the village that keeps the kids connected, supported, and safe.

As we begin 2021, with all that is happening in the world, our Farragut staff has done an
amazing job rallying together, finding resources, making sense of the news, and giving
space for students to do the same. At the end of the day, we helped convey the message
that schools are a safe place where we have each other to process and understand these
events and feelings together. We have resources for those who want to talk privately, and
in the bigger picture, we are living history and can learn so much from the challenges of

this world. And when we look back at all this, we will be able to tell the next generation,

“I was there when... there was this thing called the coronavirus... and when the Capitol
was threatened...” Providing a safe space and context to the chaos around us is both

reassuring and empowering for students and staff alike, and ensures that everyone is ready

to engage in instruction.

that is inclusive + Kind w an

DOLCE
REALTORS
5510 S. Sepulveda Blvd.
Culver City, CA 90230

If you would like to know
what your “Castle” is worth
on today’s market

Please call me at:

KAREN DOLCE
310-795-6565

DRE # 00671377
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Pictured above, Farragut students participate in themed spirit days to build a sense of

community and develop the courage to take risks in the safety of their virtual classroom.

During the month of December teachers
at all of our elementary schools were
able to administer the second round of
aMath (Adaptive Math) assessments

in grades 1st-5th, as well as the second
round of “Literably” (oral reading
assessment) in grades TK-5. As we
move into January, staff at each of our
elementary schools will be able to take
a look at those results and apply the four
questions of our Professional Learning
Communities to drive our instruction.

1. What do we want our students to
know?
What are the essential standards for
your grade level?

2. How will we know if they know it?
What assessments/data points do we

LINWOOD E. HOWE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL | BY PRINCIPAL CASEY CHABOLA

Ensuring Excellent Instruction by
Using Districtwide Assessments

use to determine/assess progress?

3. What will we do if they do not know
it?
How will we reteach and support
intervention needs for students?

4. What will we do if they already know
it?
Enrichment- How do we support
students who have met/exceed the
standards?

Classroom and Intervention Teachers
will be using the current levels assessed
before winter break and at particular
sites will be meeting with grades K-2

to structure how to support our students
both virtually as well as when they begin
to return to campus.




CULVER CITY HIGH SCHOOL | BY CCUSD ARTS COORDINATOR HEATHER MOSES

Culver City High School’s Art Marches On . . .

“Without art, the crudeness of reality
would make the world unbearable.

— George Bernard Shaw

This quotation from the Nobel Prize-
winning playwright who revolutionized
comedic drama in the first part of the 20th
century is apropos for the time we are all
living in right now. Art unquestionably
sustains people through hardship, tragedy
and isolation. And oftentimes, out of the
depths of despair, brilliant and innovative

art is created.

With five art forms (dance, theater, music,
film and visual arts) and 10 credentialed
teachers teaching daytime and afterschool
AVPA (Academy of Visual and Performing
Arts), CCHS’s robust arts education
curriculum is proving to be sustenance for
our students. We posed these questions

to the artists of CCHS: How is art getting
you through the pandemic and distance
learning? What new ways are you and your

art forms are being revolutionized?

Dr. Tony Spano, CCHS/AVPA Music
While distance learning has had a dire
impact on individual students and their
educational and socio-emotional needs, we
have tried to incorporate creative means of
still trying to do what we do best - make
music and art. By still practicing and
performing music, or making art, dance,
theatre, or film, students are still engaging
their creative outlets and finding new ways
to express themselves. We have tried to
not only focus on the academic and artistic
curriculum, but to also allow students to

socially engage with each other.

Vanessa Andrick, CCHS Junior and
AVPA student:

Despite all of its limitations virtually, AVPA
has been an incredibly important part of my
daily routine. It’s served as a creative outlet
and a time for socializing - not just through
theater but through collaborations with
visual arts, film, music and dance. Every
day I get to express my passion for art and
see it in my fellow classmates. We get to do

what we love.

Carol Zee, CCHS/CTE/AVPA Dance:
AVPA Dance and AVPA Film collaborated
on the Fall Dance Concert this year and

it was an amazing experience. Student
choreographers learned how to create
movement for the camera, which is very
different from choreographing for the
stage, and learned a lot about editing in

the process. Twice as many dancers are
inspired to choreograph for Spring semester
after being excited by the final dance films.

Susana Fattorini, CCHS Visual Arts:
Using positive feedback and
encouragement, while reinforcing the
building blocks and techniques necessary to
make Visual Art, students were challenged
to embrace their own style, instead of

comparing themselves to other artists.

Timothy Francuz, CCHS Sophomore
and AVPA Student:

Theater’s been a light during these times.
AVPA has been my best experience during
high school. All of AVPA is a family, and
no amount of distance or challenges can
change that. Our talent, hard work and
passion can outshine all of the trials and
tribulations that 2020 brought.

Craig Wisner, CCHS Ceramics:
Producing art and thinking creatively
are some of the oldest and perhaps most

fundamental characteristics of human

culture. All of us possess vast creative and
artistic potential; some of us are simply

more trained than others.

Holly Gable, CCHS/CTE/AVPA Film:
In addition to working on individual film
challenges, AVPA Film has collaborated
with AVPA Music in creating visuals for

film production restrictions are often the

impetus for ingenuity and spark creativity.

Davis Bartholemew, CCHS Freshman
and AVPA student:

As a freshman, joining AVPA during
distance learning, it’s been really weird.
But theatre persists no matter what. It
always finds a way. We always find a
way. We all worked really really hard last
semester and it’s been really fun.

Lee Hanson, CCHS/CTE/AVPA Theatre:
A lot of students are struggling to stay
motivated during distance learning. It’s
understandable that they are struggling
emotionally and mentally. Theatre and arts
opportunities help to reignite their joy and
keep them inspired. It is essential that we
keep these opportunities available to them
as it keeps them connected to their friends

and the community.

their student’s original scores, and with
AVPA Dance to film their pieces for the
Fall Dance Concert. The social distancing
restrictions have been challenging

indeed, but I have always found that in

Abigail Crager, CCHS Junior and AVPA
Student:

I’m constantly impressed with the
resiliency of our arts programs. Grateful to

still be able to exercise my love of the arts.

Even during the pandemic, Arts Education
is thriving in Culver City thanks to

the district leadership, dedicated and
innovative teachers, and determined
students and families, plus financial support
from the Culver City Education Foundation
(CCEF). With the creativity, ingenuity

and collaboration of many, CCUSD has
had a very productive year so far. We look
forward to an even better Spring. Check
www.avpa.org and the weekly Culver Pride
to find out about upcoming performances,

showcases and workshops.
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Caring CCMS Panthers Share the Love

It goes without saying that the state of our
country and the pandemic have taken a
significant toll on our emotional wellbeing
and our capacity to cope. With our strength
diminished, the little things that were once
relatively easy to overcome can now be
great obstacles and setbacks in our day. We
recognize that we all need to be kind to
ourselves and to each other now more than
ever. We are not at our typical capacity and
showing a little love can go a long way.

CCMS administrators shared the love with
teachers and staff, creating special gift

baskets for the holiday baker, the spa lover
and the work from home adventurer. Staff

were able to pick the one of their choice
and go home with a little symbol of our
great appreciation for all the attention,
dedication and energy they have put in
during our fall distance learning semester.

Our CCMS parents also love to appreciate
our teachers and staff and created gift
boxes of their own to help brighten up the
holidays. Known for their creative and
delicious PTSA breakfasts for staff, these
awesome moms spent days packing the
boxes for staff to come pick up. Our parent
community always shows their love and
appreciation for our staff and this year of
distance learning was no exception.

Culver City High School’s
Virtual College Fair Continues

The Culver City High School
Virtual College Fair will remain
open throughout the 2020-2021
school year. The Fair includes
information from more than
100 colleges and universities
for students and parents to
explore and expand their col-
lege knowledge. Some of the
colleges include virtual tours,
virtual information sessions and
more. Please take your time
reviewing all the information in
the fair.

To access the fair: You will log

THE ADVENTURE STARTS TODAY! '

Come Explore The

Fair!

Starts September 17, 2020

into your student canvas account. The fair is on the CCHS Counseling Canvas Page. The
Fair is also located in PAGES (2020 Virtual College Fair). Please enjoy the virtual fair!

TO ADVERTISE IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF

CULVER CURRENTS

Please contact:

Nancy Gerloff-Burne
310.985.1997 (cell)
nancyburne@sbcglobal.net

/N
(X
JA-

N

| CORN
COOKIE
Bekiisg Mix
LAL T BT

Additionally, science teachers and
counselors led lessons for students on
understanding the importance of physical
and mental health, the effects of stress and
anxiety, and the positive coping strategies
that work for teen brains and bodies.
Understanding how we are feeling and
why is the first step in working toward

a more positive outlook. These lessons,
part of Health Literacy Month, though
supplemental to the curriculum, are vital
for all students during these uncertain and
often confusing times.

At CCMS, adults are great but the young

Panther leaders are the ones who really
make our school magical. ASB students
created self-care videos for students to
learn about and experiment with various
activities that could bring a little smile to
an otherwise gloomy day. They shared
their instructional videos on crafting,
cooking, decorating, skin care, hydration
and so much more with all students through
Google Classroom!

For Kindness Month, ASB is already
getting crafty with their ideas and we are
certain will show us even more ways to
be kind to ourselves and to each other. So
proud to be a CCMS Panther!

SCHOOL COMMUNITY DISCUSSION TOPICS:

sexual misconduct ¢ racial inequities * mental health

CCHS Principal
Lisa Cooper

CCHS Assistant Principal
Jennifer Padilla
Activities/Discipline

e’

CCHS Counselors
Nicole Shiomo &
James Smith

Superintendent
Leslie Lockhart

CCHS Assistant Principal CCHS Assistant Principal
Kelli Tarvyd Ebony Nicholson
Curriculum Athletics/Discipline

School Board Vice
President
Steven Levin

School Board President
Tashon Mckeithan

FOR MORE INFO OR TO REGISTER FOR THE
ZOOM SEE @CCHSCLASS21 INSTAGRAM BIO
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