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Presentation Notes
Once upon a time, there was a largely peaceful land where beautifully decorated, fastly spinning toy tops were happily meandering around a vast, forever-stretching chessboard.

The tops all spun in the same direction, knew what to expect when approached by another spinning top, and engaged with each other effortlessly.

Tops that knew each other well were able to spin around each other in furiously choreographed, beautiful dances that amazed onlookers. Tops that didn’t know each other well were able to politely tap each other’s bodies together when they got close without breaking their spins and keep going on their own happy ways.

It was a system that worked well for all the happily spinning tops, and nobody felt unwelcome or out of place…
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Well, nobody except for the basketball that is! The poor basketball was an absolute mess among all these spinning tops. Not only did the basketball not naturally spin the same way the toy tops did, making them look clumsy and awkward when they tried, they also weren’t able to tap bodies of strangers without flinging them wildly across the board! The poor basketball felt very out of place and unwelcome among all these otherwise impeccably decorated bodies and immaculately paced movements of the spinning tops.
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Although some tops were able to identify the basketball’s differences and worked to make life more difficult for the basketball, many were genuinely trying to help the basketball fit in.

“Why don’t you try taking your stem in one hand, centering it in your body, and twirling around really quick?” Said a genuinely well-meaning and very sincere looking top.

“I don’t have a stem…” Said the basketball.

“Oh, that can’t be true, everyone has a stem!” The top said with a gentle but unsure chuckle at the idea that that someone might not have a stem!

Although the top was trying to help, this made the basketball feel badly about not having a stem.
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The basketball eventually realized it wasn’t going to be a beautifully spinning top, no matter how many times it was told otherwise, and it tried instead to be a basketball.

But even that didn’t seem to please those constantly spinning tops!

“Why aren’t you spinning? Is something wrong? You must be upset.” Said one of the basketball’s very close friends who knew the basketball’s struggles but only knew how to interpret the feelings of others based on their spin.

It didn’t matter how many times the basketball tried to explain that not spinning was natural for it and that not spinning wasn’t a problem, all the tops moving around absolutely knew for certain something was wrong with the basketball when it wasn’t spinning, and they all tried to help it with its lack of spin.
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This made the basketball really upset, because it didn’t even feel that it could even be a basketball correctly!

And of course, the basketball being so upset was confirmation for all the tops that they were right all along about that grumpy old basketball!

“If only you could just figure out how to spin correctly, everything would be just fine,” said a well-meaning but otherwise dismissive onlooker walking past a now particularly upset basketball.

Well, the basketball had had enough. It wasn’t going to be a beautifully spinning top on this board, and nobody would let it be a basketball. It had to leave the board.
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But where do you go when everything around you is an endlessly stretching chessboard for beautifully decorated, fastly spinning tops?

You might create your own space where you fit in! A space with a shiny wooden floor to bounce high and far! A basketball hoop with a silken net to slide through and tickle your bumps as you pass through from a sick free-throw!
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And maybe, because you know what its like to be a basketball on a chessboard with endlessly spinning tops, you also create spaces for tennis balls. Spaces with massive nets to fling themselves across, and custom-made tennis rackets special just to them that launch them into the stratosphere.
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Maybe you create a vast ice rink for hockey pucks to slide around effortlessly, swooshing past one another and into towering nets with bright flashing red lights that go off each time a goal is scored.
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But no matter what you create, you might realize that the best spaces aren’t the ones we create for others, it’s the ones we create ourselves, with support and opportunity.

Because maybe some hockey pucks want their very own tennis racket! Maybe some tennis balls want to slide through basketball nets! Any maybe some basketballs do want to fastly spin around on a chessboard with other beautifully decorated tops!
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We all function best in spaces that we get to choose for ourselves.

We have the right to get the support and opportunity to make those spaces for ourselves.

And we can do that here at AOG, because we know what it’s like to be forced into spaces that don’t work for us or be expected to do things we don’t want to do.

We help make spaces for all at AOG, providing the supports and encouragement to remind people that this is possible.

We invite you all to join us and find or create your own space with the supports and encouragement we all deserve and have the right to enjoy but aren’t often afforded.

Thank you for coming out today, and go find your space!
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